LAND OF ENCHANTMENT

LAND OF ENCHANTMENT
Stunning landscapes, culture and adobe villages await on this 1,729-mile adventure.
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f you follow a lonely road through the
rolling hills of northern New Mexico,
you’ll catch sight of the Pedernal.
Stretching 9,862 feet into the blue sky, it’s
the mountain that captured artist Georgia
O’Keeffe’s attention, repeatedly making
cameos in her paintings.
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“It’s my private mountain,” O’Keeffe said.
“God told me if I painted it often enough I
could have it.”
Her words provide a window into the New
Mexican ethos where people share a deep
relationship with the earth—a connection

some call sacred—that stretches back more
than 1,000 years. At Acoma, one of the
nation’s oldest continuously occupied
settlements, you’ll find a sun-baked Native
American adobe village built 1,000 years ago.
In El Sanctuario de Chimayo church, people
have collected dirt believed to have healing
powers for more than 200 years.
In Santa Fe near Banderlier National
Monument, soft adobe buildings and homes
climb hillsides and line streets. At Carlsbad
Caverns National Park, you'll get a rare
glimpse of the Earth's astonishing formations
below ground. In Las Cruces, green chiles
and grapes harvested nearby transform
classic meals into sensory experiences.
Near Alamogordo, the ground turns blinding
white as it sprawls across 275 square miles to
form White Sands National Park. Next to
this stark beauty lies White Sands Missile
Range where the first atomic bomb was
dropped in 1945. Herein lies the magic of
New Mexico—for every breathtaking turn in
the road, there’s a story. It’s your turn to
uncover them in this intriguing land.

PHOTO: Ancient ruins in Bandelier National
Monument (Depositphotos)
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LAND OF ENCHANTMENT
START IN EL PASO, TEXAS

ADVENTURE LAND
Discover some of the nation's most diverse recreation areas in and around El Paso,Texas.

PHOTO: Hueco Tanks State Park (Courtesy Visit El Paso)

By Tori Peglar

EL PASO MISSION
TRAIL
The 9-mile El Paso Mission Trail
connects two of the nation’s oldest
continuously operated missions:
Ysleta Mission built in 1682 and
Socorro Mission built in 1691.
Amid fire and perennial flooding
from the Rio Grande floodplain,
Ysleta Mission is one of the
nation’s longest continuously
occupied religious buildings. It’s
filled with symbols of the Tigua
Indian community that settled in
the area after the 1680 New
Mexico Pueblo Revolt. Look for
the statue of Kateri Tekakwitha,
the Catholic Church’s sole Native
American saint. Don't miss San
Elizario Presidio Chapel where
the presidio, a Spanish fort, was
built in 1789. Call ahead to each
mission for operating hours since
they differ.

HUECO TANKS
STATE PARK +
HISTORIC SITE
This gorgeous state park is
world-renowned for its
bouldering (a form of climbing
large boulders without ropes) and
ancient rock paintings. It’s
well-worth visiting to watch the
climbers and to see the park’s
Native American art. Hundreds
of years ago, a number of native
tribes sought water in the
boulder’s huecos (naturally
occurring holes). Because the
park limits the number of people
who enter the North Mountain
area daily to 70, call ahead up to
90 days in advance to reserve
your spot, especially during peak
climbing season October through
February. The permit phone
number is (512) 389-8911.

RED SANDS
Thirty-four million years ago, an
ocean covered the Red Sands
area west of Hueco Tanks State
Park & Historic Site. Today, it’s a
fantastic off-road desert riding
area. Stop by Rent A UTV
Off-Road Adventures at the Red
Sands entrance to rent a UTV or
to go on a guided tour.
Afterwards, enjoy some of the
region’s best steak at the
family-friendly Cattleman’s
Steakhouse at Indian Cliffs
Ranch. It’s on a working ranch,
but you can visit the petting zoo,
see horses, bison and longhorns
and go on a hayride. It’s just 35
minutes back to one of
downtown El Paso’s hip,
boutique hotels, including The
Plaza Hotel Pioneer Park,
Stanton House and Aloft
El Paso Downtown.

FRANKLIN
MOUNTAINS STATE
PARK
Explore the Chihuahuan Desert
landscape dotted with cacti,
calliope hummingbirds and
golden eagles by visiting Franklin
Mountains State Park. Put on
sturdy walking shoes and explore
amazing hiking trails, including
the 1.2-mile out-and-back trail to
Aztec Cave, which you can stand
in. Very experienced hikers will
enjoy El Paso’s most challenging
hike: the half-day trek past two
caves on the Ron Coleman Trail
via McKelligon Canyon. At the
top, you’ll see into two countries
and three states. Hike from south
to north to use the chain assists
on your uphill rather than your
downhill on a near-vertical
rock face.

Learn more at VisitElPaso.com, call 915-534-0600 or download the Official Visit El Paso App found in the App store or Google Play.
MyGrandCanyonPark.com
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LAND OF ENCHANTMENT
EL PASO, TEXAS, TO CARLSBAD, N.M.

UNCROWDED PARK GEMS
Base out of Carlsbad to explore Carlsbad Caverns and Guadalupe Mountains national parks.
By Tori Peglar

L

ose the crowds swarming larger national
parks when you explore the spectacular
Carlsbad Caverns and Guadalupe
Mountains national parks.
Use the town of Carlsbad, N.M., as your base to
explore Carlsbad Caverns just 18 miles away, as
well as Guadalupe Mountains National Park, 40
miles across the New Mexico-Texas border.

In 1898, when 16-year-old cowhand Jim White first
entered what would become Carlsbad Caverns
National Park, the Texas-born teen discovered
another world. Once part of a reef in an inland sea,
Carlsbad Caverns has more than 119 limestone caves,
including the Big Room, which is as large as six
football fields. While it's disputed whether White was
the first Anglo to enter the caves, one thing is clear:
this national park is stunning. And the good news is
unlike White’s days where people were lowered into
the caves in guano buckets, there are elevators and
stairs to access the caves today.
Forty-five minutes away lies Guadalupe
Mountains National Park, which offers a rich
palette of landscapes from pink blooming desert
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cacti to striking peaks, including the highest four
peaks in Texas. Head to Pine Springs Visitor
Center before choosing a trail to hike. For a
challenge, gain 3,000 feet of elevation on the
8.5-mile, round-trip hike to the top of the
8,751-feet-high Guadalupe Peak. Or take Devil’s
Hall Trail for a moderate 3.8-mile out-and-back
path through steep canyon walls and past towering
trees. For something short and easy-to-moderate,
take the 2.3-mile Smith Spring Loop, which leads
you to the verdant oasis of Smith Spring.
Then venture to Sitting Bull Falls Recreation Area,
an hour outside Carlsbad. You’ll discover a
majestic 150-foot waterfall that plummets into
natural pools, creating the perfect swimming holes.
In Carlsbad, rent a kayak or stand-up paddleboard to
cool down in the calm waters of the Pecos River or
stroll along five miles of paved riverside trails. You
can also visit the Living Desert Zoo and Gardens
State Park, home to more than 40 species of animals
and hundreds of species of plants native to the
Chihuahuan Desert.
Learn more at CarlsbadNMTrue.com.

Where to Eat
From a food truck to
a steak dinner in a
vineyard, here’s the
best of Carlsbad.
Start the day off with the best
breakfast in town at Pecos
River Cafe; pecosrivercafe.com
Enjoy fine dining at
YellowBrix Restaurant with
the best patio in town;
yellowbrixrestaurant.com
Sip wine and
enjoy specialty
dinners at
Balzano Vineyard;
balzanovineyard.com
Enjoy hand-crafted
beer, food trucks
and live music at
Milton’s Brewing;
miltonsbrewing.com

PHOTOS: Sitting Bull Falls (Courtesy Carlsbad Chamber of Commerce), grapes (Despositphotos)

PHOTOS: Slaughter Canyon Cave (Courtesy of Carlsbad Chamber of Commerce), Breakfast (Courtesy of Pecos River Cafe)

164 miles, 2 hours and 44 minutes
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LAND OF ENCHANTMENT
CARSLBAD TO ALAMOGORDO, N.M.
148 miles, 2 hours and 49 minutes

SPACE TO ROAM
Just minutes from White Sands National Park Alamogordo, N.M., offers some must-see attractions.
By Tori Peglar

Afterwards, head outdoors to the Alameda Park Zoo, a 12-acre refuge
for lemurs, gray wolves, mountain lions and kangaroos. There's also a
walk-through aviary garden and more. Take a break from strolling
around and enjoy the shade for a picnic lunch. Then head a little
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For happy hour, head to 575 Brewing Co. or Picacho Brewing Co.,
which shares space with Dick’s Cafe. For Miami-style fare, head to Off
the Wall, which serves Italian food with a twist, so you'll find unique
dishes like Key West pasta with crab meat, shrimp, lobster tail and key
lime buffalo sauce.
Beyond town, get a taste of the thriving pistachio scene. Heart of the
Desert offers a free guided walking tour and an opportunity to sip
wine on the Tuscan-inspired patio. At McGinn’s PistachioLand, take a
motorized tour of its vineyards and pistachio orchards, sit down in the
wine tasting room or sample the pistachio bar. It’s home to the world’s
largest pistachio, a 30-foot nut made of cement.
Learn more at AlamogordoNMtrue.com.
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PHOTO: Bisti/De-Na-Zin Wilderness (Craig Bill)

But this small New Mexican town has its own gems for travelers to
explore. First, look for the glimmering golden, cube-like building
set on a hillside above town, which houses the New Mexico
Museum of Space History. A Smithsonian-affiliate, this towering
structure has replicas of the first human-made satellites, including
Sputnik, a real moon rock and exhibits like Human Space Flight
that takes visitors back to the 1960s when the excitement of the
space age dawned across the nation. See authentic spacesuits, early
astronaut food and many other spaceflight artifacts.

farther up the street to the Toy Train Depot where you can take a real
train ride through the park, explore the toy store and wander the
museum full of model trains and full-scale train artifacts.

PHOTO: White Sands National Park (Depositphotos)

A

lamogordo is known for its proximity to White Sands
National Park where more than 275 square miles of
glistening white dunes await you.

OUT OF THIS
WORLD
At more than a mile high in elevation,
you’ll find amazing high-desert adventures around
every corner in Farmington, N.M.
By Mikaela Ruland

J

ust 45 minutes from downtown, you’ll be amazed by the
otherworldly Bisti/De-Na-Zin Wilderness. There are no trails
through the badlands formations, so do your research ahead of time.

“Stop by the Farmington Visitors Center and we’ll help you plan a Bisti
excursion fitting your abilities,” says Farmington Convention & Visitors
Bureau Assistant Director Ingrid Gilbert. “Don’t be afraid to explore. It’s
like you’re on another planet out there.”

PHOTO: Bisti/De-Na-Zin Wilderness (Craig Bill)

PHOTO: White Sands National Park (Depositphotos)

Swing by 505 Cycles at 4301 E Main Street in Farmington to rent a
mountain bike and take on the course of the country’s longest running
mountain bike race, the Road Apple Rally. Join the 15-30 mile track at
Lyons Wilderness Park, which isn't too technical and is filled with scenic
overlooks.
Afterwards, head to the newly revitalized downtown area for shopping and
a bite to eat. You’ll find historic charm with a modern twist.
You didn’t think it was time for bed, did you? Farmington and the
surrounding area offer amazing dark sky experiences. Head to Chaco
Culture National Historic Park, an International Dark Sky Park to check
out the Milky Way on a new moon evening or catch a meteor shower like
the Perseids in August or the Leonids in November. On a full moon, you’ll
want to head back to Bisti to see the formations in the moonlight.
Stop by the Farmington Visitors Center at 3041 E Main Street or learn
more at FarmingtonNM.org.
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LAND OF ENCHANTMENT
FARMINGTON, N.M., TO WINDOW ROCK, ARIZ.

EXPLORE NAVAJO
Discover the rich history and culture of the Navajo Nation and its people.

S

By Tori Peglar

lightly larger than West Virginia, Navajo country stretches
across 27,000 square miles of a swath of Arizona, Utah and
New Mexico. When pandemic closures have lifted, begin your
journey in Tuba City, Ariz., for an intimate glimpse into Navajo history
and modern-day life.
Start at the Explore Navajo Interactive Museum where an
introductory video gives you a foundation to begin perusing the
museum. Originally created for the 2002 Winter Olympics in Salt
Lake City, the exhibits feature kid-focused activities, plus a
replica hogan you can explore.
You’ll see hogans across the Navajo Nation, but you can’t
go inside because they are privately owned by Navajo
families. But in the museum you can walk into a hogan
and ask a tour guide your questions.
Next door is the historic Tuba City Trading Post, which
was built in 1870 and sells authentic Native American
jewelry, pottery and rugs. Don’t miss the exhibit
on Navajo code talkers here. The U.S. Marines

86 .

recruited Navajos to transmit messages in a secret code to defeat the
Japanese during World War II.
Then head to the internationally-recognized Monument Valley Tribal
Park where you can explore a cinematic landscape and sandstone
park that appeared in many westerns and Hollywood movies.
If you have time, make a trip to Window Rock, Ariz., headquarters of the
Navajo Nation Council Chamber, housed in a beautiful large hogan built
in the 1930s. If the doors are unlocked, you can quietly slip inside, sit in
the chairs against the wall and observe policymakers in
action. Then visit the Navajo Nation Museum and Navajo
Veterans Memorial Park.
Afterwards, explore Navajo Arts and Crafts for
authentically made Navajo jewelry and for flea market
finds. Navajo protocol to observe: Ask for permission
before you take any photos and gratuity is appreciated.
Special permits are required for commercial photography.
Learn more at DiscoverNavajo.com.

PHOTOS: Navajo Veterans Memorial Park, Boots at the Navajo Arts and Crafts (Courtesy Navajo Tourism Department)

PHOTO: Courtesy of Lowell Observatory

122 miles, 2 hours and 25 minutes
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LAND OF ENCHANTMENT
WINDOW ROCK TO FLAGSTAFF, ARIZ.
187 miles, 3 hours

Starry Skies
Stop by Lowell Observatory in Flagstaff, Ariz., for a fun,
intimate experience with the night skies.
Discover fun facts. Of the traditional
nine planets, only Pluto was discovered
in the U.S. Clyde Tombaugh identified it
at Lowell in 1930.

Walk on a sidewalk lined with luminescent
glow stones to the new Giovale Open Deck
Observatory to see the cosmos through six
world-class telescopes. Also, don't miss the
new 24-inch Dyer Telescope while at Lowell.

Experience the universe through
widescreen multimedia shows,
exhibits and live presentations.
Learn more at Lowell.edu/GCJ.

PHOTO: Navajo Veterans Memorial Park, Boots at the Navajo Arts and Crafts (Courtesy Navajo Tourism Department)

PHOTO: Courtesy of Lowell Observatory

Look for Saturn’s
rings through the
historic 32-foot-long
Clark Telescope.

Learn more at Lowell.edu

MOON MAPS
Artists and scientists spent
10 years at Lowell viewing
the moon through
telescopes and handdrawing detailed maps of its
surface, so American
astronauts could figure
out where to land.

White Sands National Park

Gateway to adventure.

AlamogordoNMTrue.com
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LAND OF ENCHANTMENT
FLAGSTAFF, ARIZ., TO GRAND CANYON TO LAS CRUCES, N.M.
Variable miles and hours

THE BEST OF LAS CRUCES
Stop in Las Cruces to visit two under-visited national parks, vintage shops, hip
restaurants and vineyards that are part of the nation’s oldest wine-producing region.
WHEN YOU THINK OF
A FUN DOWNTOWN
SCENE, YOUR MIND
GOES RIGHT TO

AmadorLive Eatery & Entertainment District,
a hip renovated block in downtown Las Cruces.
Surrounded by other breweries and restaurants,
it’s home to Broken Spoke Taphouse, 575 Cruces
Crafted Cocktails, JAX Rooftop Lounge and
Amador Patio, Bar & Grill. Plus, there’s an event
lawn where you can watch live performances.

White Sands National Park and its sparkling white
sands of the world’s largest gypsum field. Hike or
sled down them, but start at the historic visitor
center in a 1930s-era Pueblo Revival building to
see exhibits, get tips and watch A Land in Motion.

YOUR PERFECT
NATIONAL PARK
DAY INCLUDES

Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National
Monument, established in 2014, where it’s easy to
hike in solitude. Explore Dripping Springs Trail,
just 10 miles east of town, for a 2.7-mile
out-and-back walk to ruins.

Day’s Hamburgers, which has had a devoted
following since it opened in 1932. Order a Great
Day hamburger with cheese and chiles for a tasty,
fast-prepared and unpretentious meal.

THE BEST
DINER-STYLE
FOOD IS AT

Historic Mesilla, founded in 1848, that’s just 10
minutes from Las Cruces but a world unto
itself. A traditional plaza is surrounded by
boutiques and restaurants, some of which
occupy the town’s original adobe buildings.

Luna Rossa Winery & Pizzeria,
a family-owned winery with Italian roots that
won a Double Gold Award for its 2018 Pinot
Grigio at the 2019 San Francisco International
Wine Competition. Eat at its pizzeria in town,
1321 Avenida de Mesilla, or head to the
vineyard at 3710 West Pine St. in Deming, N.M.

Eyekonik Records where vinyl collectors will
discover thousands of vinyl records, CDs,
cassettes and more. It’s at 224 North Campos St.

88 .

Sugies Diner, which is known for its milkshakes
but serves all sorts of tasty dishes. Tucked off
Main Street, this 1950s-inspired joint has a
black-and-white checkered floor and plays
music from the 1950s and 1960s.

YOU WANT TO SIP
LOCALLY GROWN
AND PRODUCED
WINE, SO YOU VISIT

Rio Grande Vineyard & Winery where it’s difficult
to take your eyes of the awe-inspiring views of the
Organ Mountains from this vineyard. Gordon
Steel’s grandfather planted grapevines in the
1880s, but Steel's winemaking methods are
rooted in the old European styles. It’s at 5321
Avenida De Mesilla in Las Cruces.

YOUR FAVORITE
VINTAGE SHOPS
INCLUDE

Downtown Blues Coffee for caffeinated drinks,
records and vintage items. Then head to the
Farmers & Crafts Market of Las Cruces that
offers fresh produce and vibrant handmade crafts.
It takes place every Saturday year round on seven
city blocks along Main Street with seasonal hours.

Learn more at LasCrucesCVB.org.

PHOTO: Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks National Monutment (Courtesy Bob Wick, Bureau Land of Management)

By Tori Peglar

Grand Canyon Edition 2020-21

GCJ2021_RoadTrips_LandofEnchantment_FINAL.indd 88

9/23/20 10:10 AM

LAS CRUCES_GCJ_2021_lr.indd 1

9/23/20 3:16 AM
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