
LAND OF 
ENCHANTMENT

Stunning landscapes and vibrant culture 

await on this 1,729-mile adventure.
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If you follow a lonely road through 
the rolling hills of northern New 
Mexico, you’ll catch sight of the 

Pedernal. Stretching 9,862 feet into the 
blue sky, it’s the mountain that 
captured artist Georgia O’Kee� e’s 
attention, repeatedly making cameos 
in her paintings.

“It’s my private mountain,” O’Kee� e 
said. “God told me if I painted it o� en 
enough I could have it.”

Her words provide a window into the 
New Mexican ethos where people 
share a deep relationship with the 

earth—a connection some call 
sacred—that stretches back more than 
1,000 years. At Acoma, one of the 
nation’s oldest continuously occupied 
settlements, you’ll � nd a sun-baked 
Native American adobe village built 
1,000 years ago. In El Sanctuario de 
Chimayo church, people have 
collected dirt believed to have healing 
powers for more than 200 years.

In Santa Fe near Banderlier National 
Monument, so�  adobe buildings and 
homes climb hillsides and line streets. 
At Carlsbad Caverns National Park, 
you'll get a rare glimpse of the Earth's 

astonishing formations below ground.  
In Deming, green chiles and grapes 
harvested nearby transform classic 
meals into sensory experiences. 

Near Alamogordo, the ground turns 
blinding white as it sprawls across 275 
square miles to form White Sands 
National Park. Next to this stark 
beauty lies White Sands Missile Range 
where the � rst atomic bomb was 
dropped in 1945. Herein lies the magic 
of New Mexico—for every 
breathtaking turn in the road, there’s a 
story. It’s your turn to uncover them in 
this intriguing land.

PHOTOS ON OPPOSITE PAGE: San Elizaro Mission (Courtesy of Visit El Paso), Hiking White Sands National Park (Abhik Mondal, Tamron Photo Contest)
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B ecause El Paso, Texas, sits on the 
border of the United States and 
Mexico, there’s a fusion of vibrant 

cultures, rich history and diverse landscapes 
that collide to make the city the place it is today. 
We’ve picked out outdoor adventures, boutique 
hotels and trendy restaurants for you to explore.

Stay in one of the city’s boutique downtown 
hotels like The Plaza Hotel Pioneer Park, 
Stanton House and Aloft El Paso Downtown. 
Vegans will enjoy Lick It Up El Paso, which 
has been featured on Food Network’s Diners, 
Drive-Ins and Dives. Elemi Cocina sources 
organic and local produce, as well as 

heirloom varieties of native maize in Mexico 
for its inventive and flavorful tacos. Then ride 
a vintage streetcar for a free, 4.8-mile loop 
around downtown and uptown. 

The nine-mile El Paso Mission Trail connects 
two of the nation’s oldest continuously 
operated missions: Yselta Mission built in 
1682 and Socorro Mission built in 1691. The 
Presidio Chapel of San Elizaro is where a 

Spanish fort was built in 1789. The missions 
are stunning in their beauty and history. 

Explore the Chihuahuan Desert landscape 
dotted with cacti, calliope hummingbirds and 
golden eagles at Franklin Mountains State 
Park. Hike the easy 1.2-mile out-and-back 
trail to Aztec Cave. Very experienced hikers 
can hit the Ron Coleman Trail via McKelligon 
Canyon to see into Mexico and three states. 
Hike south to north to use chain assists on 
your ascent rather than your descent.  

View Native American art and watch  
climbers from all over the world scale rocks  
at Hueco Tanks State Park + Historic Site.  
Because the park limits the number of cars 
entering, reserve your entry spot in advance 
by calling 512-389-8911.

For off-road desert riding, head to Red Sands 
west of Hueco Tanks State Park + Historic 
Site. Go on a guided tour or rent a UTV at 
Rent a UTV Off-Road Adventures at the Red 
Sands entrance. 

Local legend has it that the margarita 
originated in the area, although other towns  
in Mexico also make the same claim. Along  
El Paso’s Margarita Trail, you’ll find the 
Jalapeño Margarita with cilantro at Julio’s 
Mexican Restaurant. L&J Cafe, a longtime 
local landmark, serves classic margaritas  
with legendary Tex-Mex enchiladas.  
Cantina Malolam puts fresh mint, hibiscus 
and limes in their Mint Jamaica Margarita. 

Learn more at VisitElPaso.com or at the 
Visitor Information Center, 1 Civic Center 
Plaza, in El Paso.  
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By Tori Peglar
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UNCROWDED PARK GEMS
Base out of Carlsbad to explore Carlsbad Caverns and Guadalupe Mountains national parks. 

By Tori Peglar

L ose the crowds swarming larger national 
parks when you explore the spectacular 
Carlsbad Caverns and Guadalupe 

Mountains national parks. 

Use the town of Carlsbad, N.M., as your base to 
explore Carlsbad Caverns just 18 miles away, as 
well as Guadalupe Mountains National Park, 40 
miles across the New Mexico-Texas border. 

In 1898, when 16-year-old cowhand Jim White � rst 
entered what would become Carlsbad Caverns 
National Park, the Texas-born teen discovered 
another world. Once part of a reef in an inland sea, 
Carlsbad Caverns has more than 119 limestone caves, 
including the Big Room, which is as large as six 
football � elds. While it's disputed whether White was 
the � rst white settler to enter the caves, one thing is 
clear: this national park is stunning. And the good 
news is unlike White’s days where people were 
lowered into the caves in guano buckets, there are 
elevators and stairs to access the caves today.

Forty-� ve minutes away lies Guadalupe 
Mountains National Park, which o� ers a rich 
palette of landscapes from pink blooming desert 

cacti to striking peaks, including the highest four 
peaks in Texas. Head to Pine Springs Visitor 
Center before choosing a trail to hike. For a 
challenge, gain 3,000 feet of elevation on the 
8.5-mile, round-trip hike to the top of the 
8,751-feet-high Guadalupe Peak. Or take Devil’s 
Hall Trail for a moderate 3.8-mile out-and-back 
path through steep canyon walls and past towering 
trees. For something short and easy-to-moderate, 
take the 2.3-mile Smith Spring Loop, which leads 
you to the verdant oasis of Smith Spring. 

� en venture to Sitting Bull Falls Recreation Area, 
an hour outside Carlsbad. You’ll discover a 
majestic 150-foot waterfall that plummets into 
natural pools, creating the perfect swimming holes. 

In Carlsbad, rent a kayak or stand-up paddleboard to 
cool down in the calm waters of the Pecos River or 
stroll along � ve miles of paved riverside trails. You 
can also visit the Living Desert Zoo and Gardens 
State Park, home to more than 40 species of animals 
and hundreds of species of plants native to the 
Chihuahuan Desert.

Learn more at DestinationCarlsbad.com

P
H

O
TO

S:
 S

la
ug

ht
er

 C
an

yo
n 

C
av

e 
(C

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 C

ar
ls

ba
d 

C
ha

m
be

r 
of

 C
om

m
er

ce
), 

B
re

ak
fa

st
 (C

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 P

ec
os

 R
iv

er
 C

af
e)

P
H

O
TO

S:
 S

itt
in

g 
B

ul
l F

al
ls

 (C
ou

rt
es

y 
C

ar
ls

ba
d 

C
ha

m
be

r 
of

 C
om

m
er

ce
), 

gr
ap

es
 (D

es
po

si
tp

ho
to

s)Where 
to Eat
From a food 
truck to a 
steak dinner 
in a vineyard, 
here’s the best 
of Carlsbad.

1 Start the day off with the 
best breakfast in town at Pecos 
River Cafe.

2 Enjoy fine dining at 
YellowBrix Restaurant 
with the best patio in town.

3 Sip wine and enjoy specialty 
dinners at Balzano Vineyard.

4 Enjoy hand-crafted beer, 
food trucks and live music at 
Milton’s Brewing.
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Funded in part by the City of Carlsbad Lodger’s tax

Carlsbad Caverns National Park

destinationcarlsbad.com
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OUT OF THIS WORLD
Stay in Alamogordo, N.M., to explore White Sands National Park and discover  

incredible interactive space opportunities in town. 
By Tori Peglar

M ore than 275 
square miles of 
glistening white 

dunes await you at White 
Sands National Park, one of 
our newest national parks. 
Stop in the park visitor 
center for its interpretive 
exhibits before setting off on 
Dunes Drive, an 8-mile 
one-way ride sprinkled with 
roadside exhibits, sledding 
opportunities, picnic areas, 
restrooms and trails. 

Trails vary from short loops 
with interpretive signs to long 
stretches of dunes where you 
follow red stakes in the sand. 
Catch the sunset tour with  
a ranger to learn about the 
wildlife and plants in the 
park. The easy, one-mile walk 
travels over the dunes and 
ends in a picture-perfect  
spot for the sunset. The park 
stays open until 11 p.m. for 
the six full moons May 
through October.

Then head to Alamogordo 
just 20 minutes away, which has its own 
gems for travelers to discover. Look for the 
glimmering, cube-like building on the hill 
above town to visit the New Mexico Museum 
of Space History, which celebrates the 
nation’s pioneers in space. The U.S. detonated 
its first atomic bomb on July 16, 1945, as a 
test at White Sands Missile Range, which 

surrounds the national park. The area has 
been a center for space research ever since.

Learn all about space travel at this interactive 
museum. Even the elevators are fashioned 
into space shuttle cockpits, and the bathrooms 
are themed after planets like Uranus — pun 
intended. Check out the Sci Fi and Sci Fact 
exhibit opening spring 2022 that explores the 

ways in which science fiction 
influences real-world 
innovation and vice versa. 
You'll find costumes and 
other artifacts from hit TV 
shows Stranger Things, 
Firefly, Big Bang Theory and 
Star Trek. Outside, visit the 
rocket park and grave of 
Ham, the first chimpanzee to 
go to space. People leave 
bananas and all sorts of 
treasures at his grave.

For happy hour, head to D.H. 
Lescombes Winery & Bistro, 
575 Brewing Co., Tall Pines 
Beer & Wine Garden or 
Picacho Brewing Co.  
Beyond town, get a taste  
of the thriving wine and 
pistachio-growing scene.  
Sip wine on the Tuscan-
inspired patio at Heart of  
the Desert,   New Mexico’s 
first and largest producing 
pistachio groves with about 
13,000 trees. It offers a free 
guided walking tour. Or 
head to McGinn’s 
PistachioLand for a 

motorized tour of its vineyards and pistachio 
orchards. Afterwards, sip wine in the tasting 
room or sample the pistachio bar. Don’t miss 
being photographed next to the world’s 
largest pistachio, a 30-foot nut built as a 
tribute to the founder, Tom McGinn.

Learn more at AlamogordoNMTrue.com. 
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LOCAL BETA
At more than a mile high in elevation, 

you’ll � nd amazing high-desert adventures 

around every corner in Farmington, N.M.
By Mikaela Ruland

Y ou could venture out 
onto Farmington’s 
miles of trails, rivers, 

wilderness and cultural sights 
on your own, but if you’re looking 
for a truly incredible experience, 
the best way to see Farmington is 
with a guide.

� ere are no trails through the 
other-worldly Bisti/De-Na-Zin 
Wilderness just 45 minutes from 
downtown. Book a trip with 
Navajo Tours USA, a Diné-owned 
guide service that will share the 
indigenous history of the incredible 
badlands formations. Or, opt for a 
truly unique experience with 
Destination Meditation. � is 
company takes you on a guided 
hike through the stunning rock 
formations to a perfect spot to take 
a deep breath. � ere, they’ll guide 
you through a meditation.

Looking to get your blood 
pumping? Stop by 505 Cycles at 
4301 E. Main Street in Farmington 
to rent a mountain bike and take 
on the course of the country’s 
longest running mountain bike 

race, the Road Apple Rally. Join 
the 15-30 mile trail at Lions 
Wilderness Park & Amphitheatre, 
which isn't too technical and is 
� lled with scenic overlooks. Or, 
book a guided mountain biking 
tour with Aztec Adventures to see 
the area’s best singletrack. 

South of Farmington, you’ll � nd 
Chaco Culture National Historic 
Park, home to the buildings of the 
Ancestral Puebloan people. Join 
archaeologists for a tour through 
Chaco with Journey into the Past.

Don't miss New Mexico’s most 
famous dish while you’re in town: 
chile. Served both red and green 
style, you’ll � nd this Southwestern 
staple smothering burgers and 
mixed into mac n’ cheese at � e 
Chile Pod in Farmington. Chef and 
owner Monica Schultz began her 
restaurant a� er winning local chile 
and mac n’ cheese competitions.  

Stop by the Farmington 
Convention and Visitors Bureau at 
3041 E. Main Street or learn more 
at FarmingtonNM.org.
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Visit FarmingtonNM.org today and
awaken your thirst for adventure.

in a 
galaxy 
not too 
far away

Visit FarmingtonNM.org today and
awaken your thirst for adventure.
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M aybe you’ve driven through the 
Navajo Nation but didn’t know 
where to stop as 27,000 square 

miles of the reservation rolled out beyond your 
windshield. � ere are sandstone hills, red dirt 
roads and small clusters of houses that stretch 
across Arizona, Utah and New Mexico. 

To uncover all the sights you should see, 
head to Tuba City, Ariz., Monument Valley 
and Window Rock, Ariz. But before you 
go, be sure you’re in the loop with all 
COVID-19 precautions by checking the 
Navajo Nation website. 

Start in Tuba City, Ariz., which gives you a 
glimpse into Navajo history and modern-day 
life. At Explore Navajo Interactive Museum, an 
introductory video gives you a foundation to 
begin perusing the museum. Originally 
created for the 2002 Winter Olympics in Salt 
Lake City, the exhibits feature kid-focused 
activities, plus a replica hogan you can explore. 

� e museum enables you to experience 
Navajo culture in ways you can’t if you’re just 

driving through the reservation. For instance, 
you’ll see hogans throughout the Navajo 
Nation, but you can’t go inside because they 
are privately owned by Navajo families. In the 
museum, you can walk into a hogan and ask a 
tour guide questions. 

Next door is the historic Tuba City 
Trading Post, which was built in 1870 
and sells authentic Native American jewelry 
and rugs. Don’t miss the exhibit on Navajo 
code talkers here. � e U.S. Marines 
recruited Navajos to transmit messages 
in the Navajo language to defeat the 
Japanese during World War II. 

� en head to the internationally recognized 
Monument Valley Navajo Tribal Park to 
see the cinematic landscape that’s appeared 
in many Hollywood movies. You’ll pay a fee 
to enter and sign a waiver. � e monument 
is allowing private vehicles to enter the 
loop road, but it’s limited to 15 vehicles. 
Otherwise, stop in the visitor center and 
sign up to explore the loop road with a 
Navajo guide. 

If you’re visiting Lake Powell, stop at Stay 
Grounded, a black-colored co� ee truck on 
Coppermine Road in Page, Ariz., 
approximately 1.5 miles south of the 
intersection of Hwy. 98 and Coppermine Road.

Close to the New Mexico-Arizona border 
farther south is Window Rock, Ariz., 
headquarters of the Navajo Nation Council 
Chamber housed in a beautiful large hogan 
built in the 1930s. Visit the Navajo Nation 
Museum and Navajo Veterans Memorial Park. 
For a cup of co� ee, head to Tsee Bii Sisters 
Co� ee Co. in a red truck parked o�  of Hwy. 12 
between Cocina de Dominguez and Mikasa 2. 
It’s not far from the Ace Hardware store. 

A� erwards, explore Navajo Arts and Cra� s for 
authentically made Navajo jewelry and � ea 
market � nds. It’s important that you follow 
Navajo protocol and ask permission before 
you take any photos. Gratuity is appreciated. 

Learn more at DiscoverNavajo.com. For 
current COVID-19 precautions and mask 
mandates, visit Navajo-nsn.gov.

NAVAJO GEMS
Discover co� ee trucks, museums and authentic arts and cra� s on the Navajo Nation.

By Tori Peglar
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 Savor Breakfast at Tourist Home
Enjoy breakfast on a beautiful patio at  
Tourist Home in Flagstaff, Ariz., a made  
from scratch all-day eatery with excellent 
breakfasts, lunches and pastries. 

 Get Lunch To Go at  
     Proper Meats + Provisions 

Pick up sandwiches for a picnic lunch  
at this local gem. All meat sold here can  
be traced to the ranch it came from where 
the animals were humanely and  
sustainably raised. 

  Forest Bathe in Flagstaff
Head to Sandys Canyon Trail No. 137  
in the Coconino National Forest to do forest 
bathing, or shinrin-yoku as it is referred to in 
Japan. Surprisingly, there’s no water involved. 
It’s just the practice of walking through the 
forest and surrounding yourself with nature. 

 Dine at Brix for Dinner
Dine at Brix where the menu is driven by 
seasonal food from ranchers and farmers 
living in northern Arizona and the Four 
Corners region. The restaurant recycles all 
glass and paper and uses recycled packaging 
materials for to-go food. 

  Charge Your Electric Vehicle 
Wake up way early to get to the Grand 
Canyon’s South Entrance near Tusayan or 
East Entrance near Desert View before 
everyone else does. There's a charging  
station at Grand Canyon Village for  
your electric vehicle.   

  Ride A Train 
Take the Grand Canyon Railway from 
Williams, Ariz., to the park.  On the first 
Saturday of every month March through 
October, ride on the railway’s eco-friendly 
Locomotive No. 4960 that runs on used 
cooking oil.  Passengers who take the train 
help reduce vehicle pollution and traffic by an 
estimated 70,000 cars per year.

D AY  T W O

D A Y  O N E

We've been talking here  
at National Park Trips 

about how we can be more 
environmentally friendly and 
have less of a negative impact on 
the small towns near the Grand 
Canyon, many of which have 
hosted unprecedented numbers 
of travelers during the pandemic.   
 
On our radar these days is dining 
at restaurants that serve locally 
produced food, staying in hotels 
committed to being less wasteful 
and doing activities powered by 
our own feet.    

    Here is an incredible 48-hour 
itinerary to experience the best  
of the Grand Canyon area while 
being environmentally friendly.  
It starts in Flagstaff, Ariz.,  
an hour-and-a-half drive to  
the park entrance and the  
closest city to the park. 

BEST ECO-
FRIENDLY  
VACATION

82  .  Grand Canyon Edition 2021-22
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  Leave No Trace
Bring reusable water bottles or a hydration 
bladder to the park to avoid purchasing 
single-use plastic water bottles. Refill your 
bottles at free water-filling stations. While 
hiking, follow Leave No Trace principles, a list 
of best practices for being outdoors (find them 
on page 15). 

  Support the Grand Canyon 
Conservancy
If you’re looking for a gift, head to a park 
bookstore. Run by the Grand Canyon 
Conservancy, the stores funnel a portion of 
each sale to critical park projects like wildlife 
preservation and trail work. ADDITIONAL  ECO-FRIENDLY TIPS

Get more ideas at  
MyGrandCanyonPark.com

  Stay at Yavapai Lodge
Just a short walk from the rim  
is the Yavapai Lodge. In 2020, it diverted 
57% of its waste from landfills. The 
company is aiming to become a zero-waste 
facility by 2025 (read more on page 37). 

  Buy Carbon Credits 
Purchase carbon credits to offset your carbon 
footprint. Use the Protect Our Winters 
carbon calculator and offset purchase tool 
(protectourwinters.org/cost-of-carbon/) to 
calculate the footprint of your trip. 

PHOTOS: Tourist Home pastries, a meal at Brix, 
(Courtesy of Flagstaff Convention and Visitors 
Bureau), Coconino National Forest, hiking in 
Grand Canyon National Park (Depositphotos), 
Locomotive No. 4960 (Courtesy of Grand Canyon 
Railway), Hotel room (Courtesy of Yavapai Lodge)

MyGrandCanyonPark.com  .  83
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Discover the rings 
of Saturn or the 
arms of a distant 

galaxy at Lowell Observatory 
in Flagsta� , Arizona, the 
world’s � rst International 
Dark-Sky City.

Located atop Mars Hill one mile 
from downtown Flagsta� , this 
incredible family-friendly venue 
was founded in 1894 and is 
� lled with rich history. In 1930, 
Clyde Tombaugh discovered 
Pluto here. Today, you can 
explore the Moon, planets, 
beautiful galaxies and more 
through the advanced 

telescopes of the Giovale Open 
Deck Observatory. Unique in 
the world, this innovative 
observing plaza includes a 
luminescent walkway, solstice 
and equinox markers and a 
building that rolls aside to 
reveal six incredible 
telescopes. Experience the 
universe and its wonders with 
one of the largest publicly 
accessible telescopes in 
Arizona, and cap o�  your 
evening with a laser-guided 
constellation tour.

Visit at 1400 W. Mars Hill Rd. 
or  Lowell.edu/GCJ. 

STARRY NIGHTS
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FLAGSTAFF, AZ | LOWELL.EDU/GCJ
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

SOCIALLY DISTANT OUTDOOR EXPERIENCES

EXCLUSIVE NO-WAIT STARGAZING

TO THE HOME OF PLUTO

Out  o f  th is  wor ld .

AlamogordoNMTrue.com
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W hen you get out of your car in 
the towering ponderosa pine 
forests surrounding the town of 

Pinetop-Lakeside, Ariz., you’ll feel much 
farther away from the desert than the few 
hours you just drove. At 7,000 feet in elevation, 
this mountainous escape feels light years away.

Take a deep breath.

“It’s so quiet, but the trees make so many 
sounds in the wind,” says tourism marketing 
coordinator Annie DeRosier. “There’s just a 
freshness up here, and the trees give off a 
really special scent.”

The forest blends with civilization in 
Pinetop-Lakeside, making it easy to slow down 
and really enjoy nature. Rent a cabin at Lake of 
the Woods Resort at 2244 W. White Mountain 
Blvd., and you’ll be sleeping under the trees 
next to a private lake where you can canoe or 
kayak. You’ll be able to easily access both the 
town’s incredible trail system and dining and 
shopping, even though you feel tucked away.

Start your day at Cycleogical Coffee at 850 E. 
White Mountain Blvd., where you’ll find great 
coffee, a cute backyard patio and breakfast 
burritos and sandwiches to fuel up. This 
bike-themed shop also sells gear like jerseys.

Set out on the Blue Ridge Trail, a 9.1-mile 
loop right in town that winds along a creek. 
You’ll be hiking or biking through the forest 
and get an incredible sense of solitude, even 
though you still have cell service. Wander 
just a section or the entire loop. If you’re on a 
bike, you can join miles of other trails from 
here. The possibilities are endless.

Not traveling with your mountain bike? Rent 
from Pinetop Bike Shop at 857 E. White 
Mountain Blvd., where the staff can give you 
all the information about the best rides while 
you sip a cup of coffee from the coffee bar.

With a name like Pinetop-Lakeside, it’s no 
wonder that this area has a shocking number 
of lakes for Arizona. Enjoy a stroll around the 
one-mile, paved, ADA-accessible Woodland 

Lake or rent a stand-up paddleboard from 
M&M Kayaks at 1488 E. White Mountain 
Blvd., to take a serene paddle.

For a really unique lakeside experience, visit 
June 24-26, 2022, for the 5th annual White 
Mountains Balloon Festival. Post up on the 
shores of Rainbow Lake in the early morning 
to see 20-plus hot air balloons do a splash and 
dash over the lake. The rest of the weekend is 
filled with concerts, food and retail vendors 
and an incredible evening balloon glow 
where the hot air balloons are inflated and lit, 
choreographed to music on the ground.

For a perfect end to your day, head to Wine 
Mountains Tasting Room & Wine Bar at 1746 
E. White Mountain Blvd., to enjoy a glass of 
Arizona-produced wine and appetizers like 
flatbreads and charcuterie.

Learn more at VisitPinetopLakeside.com or 
stop into the visitor center at 325 W. White 
Mountain Blvd.

RECHARGE IN THE PINES
Connect with nature on the trails and lakes in Pinetop-Lakeside, Ariz. 

By Mikaela Ruland
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LAND OF ENCHANTMENT
FLAGSTAFF, ARIZ., TO PINETOP-LAKESIDE, ARIZ.

145 miles, 2 hours and 27 minutes  
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ExploreMoreAZ.com
T H E  G R A N D  C A N Y O N  S T A T E

F IND
YOUR
WAY

TO P INETOP -  LAKESIDE

visitpinetoplakeside.com

Discover  The Beauty Of  The 
Cr isp Lakes & Streams,  Enjoy 
The Cool  Temperatures  & 
Explore The Tra i l s  Through 
Tower ing Ponderosa P ines.
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TRAILS OF TREASURES
Stop in Deming, N.M., to search for gems, sip wine and visit a nearby vibrant town in Mexico. 

By Tori Peglar

Learn more about Deming at DemingNMTrue.com.

Dotted by incredibly sculpted boulders, some 

reaching 40 feet high, City of Rocks State Park 

30 miles from Deming offers a 5.1-mile 

round-trip hike up Table Mountain.  

YOU WANT TO 
EXPERIENCE NATURE 

AND EXPLORE 
GORGEOUS 

LANDSCAPES.

About 10 miles southeast of Deming, Rockhound 

State Park was the first in the nation to let visitors 

take rock specimens like jasper, quartz, geodes 

and crystals with them. Look for all of these as you 

explore the park’s three miles of hiking trails. 

Visit Pancho Villa State Park where in 1916 

Mexican revolutionary leader Pancho Villa raided 

Camp Furlong in Columbus, N.M., killing more 

than a dozen Americans. In retaliation, President 

Wilson sent troops and an airplane to the border 

but failed to capture Villa. Today, you can camp 

here and see professional exhibits on this 

little-known piece of history.  

YOU’RE A HISTORY 
BUFF WHO WANTS  

TO DISCOVER 
ANCIENT TREASURES 
AND LOCAL LEGENDS. 

From about 950-1200 A.D., Mimbres Indians lived 

in villages along the Mimbres River. At Luna 

Mimbres Museum, 40 exhibits spanning three 

buildings showcase what they left behind. Their 

pottery inspired architect Mary Colter to design a 

line of high-end dinnerware in the 1930s for 

Harvey Houses across the West. Buy the replica 

line in the gift store. 

Founded in 2001, Luna Rossa Winery is run by 

fourth-generation winemaker Paolo D’Andrea and 

his wife Sylvia D’Andrea. Raised in Friuli, Italy, 

Paolo D’Andrea tends to vineyards that produce 

chardonnay, cabernet sauvignon and more. The 

tasting room is located at 3710  West Pine St. 

YOU WANT TO SIP 
WINE PRODUCED IN 

ONE OF THE NATION’S 
OLDEST WINE-
PRODUCING 

REGIONS.

D.H. Lescombes Winery & Tasting Room  

is run by the Lescombes family who moved  

from Burgundy, France, in 1981. On Fridays, D.H. 

Lescombes Tasting Room in Deming (formerly St. 

Clair Winery & Tasting Room) offers live music 

and drink specials. 

  While you can’t climb into a private shuttle and 

take off into space, you can sign up for a Final 

Frontiers Tour and ride the G-shock simulator 

at Spaceport America. It's the world’s first 

commercially licensed spaceport and is 1.5 

hours northeast of Deming. Tours depart from 

Las Cruces or Truth or Consequences, N.M. 

YOU WANT TO PUSH 
BOUNDARIES TO 

EXPLORE  
NEW WORLDS.

Travel  abroad to Puerto Palomas de Villa, Mexico, 

when you drive 30 minutes to it from Deming. Park 

your car in Columbus, N.M., bring your passport 

and walk across the border. The Pink Store is 

legendary for its authentic Mexican crafts and its 

chile rellenos served with menonita, a type of 

cheese made at the local Mennonite community. 

With 15 RV parks to choose from, you’ll find a 

range of amenities from a heated pool to Wi-Fi, 

hot showers and laundry facilities. 

YOU WANT TO SLEEP 
SOUNDLY.

If you’re partial to national chain hotels,  

Deming has everything from Holiday Inn  

Express to Best Western. 
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LAND OF ENCHANTMENT
PINETOP-LAKESIDE, ARIZ., TO DEMING, N.M.

243 miles, 4 hours and 44 minutes  
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DemingNMTrue.com

Create memories that 
will last a lifetime.
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Request a free Visitor Guide at discoverflagstaff.com or at the Flagstaff Visitor Center, 1 E. Route 66.
Daily direct Flagstaff (FLG) flights to/from Phoenix (PHX), Denver (DEN) and Dallas (DFW) 

STAY & PLAY RESPONSIBLY

Phoenix

Flagstaf f

Grand Canyon
National Park

Los Angeles

ARIZONA
Denver
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Grand Canyon

Coconino National Forest
San Francisco Peaks

Wupatki National Monument

Oak Creek Canyon

80 miles

80 MILES

Arizona’s darkest skies, tallest peaks
and the world’s grandest canyon.
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