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LAS VEGAS TO GRAND CANYON AND BACK 

984 miles

Viva 
Las Vegas
From glittering Las Vegas to roaring rapids 
in the Grand Canyon, you’ll be on a winning 
streak during this 984-mile adventure.
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What happens 
in Vegas, stays 
in Vegas, they 
say. But there’s 
no reason to 

stay in Las Vegas when so many 
incredible natural wonders are 
within a day’s drive. First head to 
Springs Preserve for a whirlwind 
primer on area history, geology 
and critters. A hidden gem, this 
180-acre nature preserve features 
indoor interactive exhibits on liv-
ing sustainably in the desert, the 
humble beginnings of Sin City and 

the habits of its ancient and mod-
ern inhabitants. From there, ex-
plore the crazy rock formations of 
Valley of Fire State Park, the inner 
workings of Hoover Dam and the 
water scene on Lake Mead. Then, 
head south to the Hualapai Reser-
vation in Arizona to raft through 
the western end of the Grand 
Canyon. Dry o�  and take Historic 
Route 66 toward the Grand Can-
yon's South Rim. On the next few 
pages, check out highlights of this 
fantastic trip that takes you far 
beyond Sin City’s gleaming lights.

PROOF
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Wish you had a guide while touring to and inside the South Rim of 
Grand Canyon National Park or Grand Canyon West? Download 
the GyPSy Guide App. 

 “We recognized that travelers preferred to set their own pace and 
itinerary but still enjoyed a fun, informative and educational guided 
experience” says Rick Bulich of GyPSy Guide. "That became our 
inspiration. How do we re-create that experience for people who 
want to remain independent and self-tour in their own vehicle?”

The app uses your device's location service to automatically play 
entertaining commentary about the behind-the-scenes stories, 
historical events and notable geologic formations as you drive. In 
doing so, it tells you about upcoming sights, so you have time to 
make an informed decision as to whether you want to stop. Because 
the app relies on your phone's GPS signal, not cell towers, no cell, 
network or WiFi is required while touring.

Visit gypsyguide.com to learn more.

BRING  
A GUIDE

Enjoy the freedom  

of driving your own car 

while traveling with an 

entertaining guide that 

doesn't take up space.  

MyGrandCanyonPark.com

GCJ2020_InThePark_08.indd   11 9/26/19   12:18 PM

Just like having a tour guide in your car™.  GyPSy Guide automatically 

plays stories, local tips & driving directions, so you don’t miss a thing. 

NARRATED DRIVING TOUR APPS

 REVIEWS

Just like having a tour guide in your car™.  GyPSy Guide automatically 

plays stories, local tips & driving directions, so you don’t miss a thing. 

NARRATED DRIVING TOUR APPS

GRAND
CANYON

190+ AUDIO POINTS

$9.99

Grand Canyon National Park

gypsyguide.com
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The � ash � ood at Springs Preserve in Las Vegas 
started with a crack of thunder, sending a tor-
rent of 5,000 gallons of water rushing down the 
slick, narrow canyon walls. 

But the � ve people standing on the metal 
platform just several feet above the deafening rush of water 
weren’t in harm’s way. Consisting of recycled water, the � ash 
� ood happens every 20 minutes at Springs Preserve, a stun-
ning 180-acre natural oasis with three miles of footpaths,
botanical gardens and a state-of-the-art indoor interpretive
center just minutes from Las Vegas’ legendary Strip.

“It’s unexpected,” says Springs Preserve sta� e r D awn 
Barraclough. “Most people come here and say, ‘This isn’t 
Las Vegas,’ which is nice. It’s a great place to get history and 
background on the things you might see on your road trip 
like the Hoover Dam or regional animals or geology.”

Learn about the native people who inhabited the area and 
see real animals that live in the Mojave Desert like a Gila 
monster, desert tortoise and gray fox. Tour the outdoor shade-
dappled paths that include Cactus Boulevard, climb aboard 
an early 20th-century-replica train that took passengers to 
Las Vegas and watch original news coverage of the construc-
tion of the Hoover Dam. 

At WaterWorks, a permanent exhibit, you can discover 
the journey water takes to get to the faucets of Las Vegas 
residents. The interactive exhibit is inside the operational 
Charleston Heights Pumping Station on site. Outside you'll 
fi nd the Global Terrace, which features interactive 
exhibits 

Hit Nature’s Jackpot
Take a break from The Strip’s neon lights and explore Springs Preserve.

SPRINGS PRESERVE 
about water challenges faced around the world and how or-
ganizations like ONE DROP™ are helping connect people 
to provide long-term access to safe water.   

When you get hungry, fuel up at Divine Cafe, a hip, 
second-� oor eatery with gorgeous views of The Strip and 
Springs Mound, an original source of water for Las Vegas. 
Springs Preseve is just three miles from downtown, but it 
feels worlds away. 

Afterwards, explore the natural world near Las Vegas. 
Valley of the Fire State Park in Moapa Valley, Nev., is 55 
miles from Las Vegas and home to 3,000-year-old petro-
glyphs, hiking trails and petri� ed wood. Hoover Dam in 
Boulder City, Nev., was completed in 1936 and is the high-
est concrete dam in the Western Hemisphere, stretching 
726 feet. Take a dam tour, which includes a 500-foot eleva-
tor descent to the base of the dam. Lastly, splash in Lake 
Mead, the nation's largest human-made reservoir, covering 
1.5 million acres.

Visit Springs Preserve at 333 S. Valley View Blvd.; spring-
spreserve.org.

l e t  yo u r

g o  w i l d .

ADVENTURE IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER. 
Plan your next visit at springspreserve.org. 
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THE OTHER SIDE 
Along Route 66, stop at Peach Springs, 

Ariz., so you can take a raft and then 

helicopter to a glass bridge suspended  

over the Grand Canyon. 

By Tori Peglar 

Did you know you 
can walk on a 
mesmerizing glass 

bridge suspended 4,000 feet 
over the Grand Canyon?

 It’s the main attraction at 
Grand Canyon West, a  
tourist site on the Hualapai 
Reservation that sits on the 
tribe’s sacred ground. There 
are two ways to get to it. 
Drive north from Kingman, 
Ariz., through a gorgeous 
rolling landscape dotted with 
Joshua trees. 

 Or take the adventurous 
route via Peach Springs, Ariz., 
by whitewater rafting down 
the Colorado River with 
Hualapai River Runners. You’ll 
ride in a turquoise raft 
powered by a motor that 
speeds you through the river’s 
calmer sections. Eventually, 
you'll reach a helicopter that 
will whisk you away to the 
Skywalk, the $30 million 
horseshoe-shaped glass bridge. 

 Hulalapai River Runners have 
been offering whitewater 
rafting trips for more than 40 
years. Booking with the river 
runners is the only way you can 
do a one or two-day raft trip 
through the Grand Canyon 
without having to do a 
strenuous hike down the 
canyon or commit to a 
multi-day trip. 

 “We offer a one-day rafting 
experience, which a lot of 
companies do not,” says Luka 
Montana, a Hualapai tribe 
member.  “It’s a fast and easy 
outing for people who want to 
get back to Las Vegas.” 

 It’s also unforgettable. Your 
epic trip starts at the Hualapai 
Lodge, an immaculate base in 
Peach Springs along Route 66. 
It’s home to a Hualapai-owned 
hotel and a restaurant where 
you can fuel up on breakfast 
and dinner and sample Native 
American traditional foods. 
From there, it’s about an 

hour-long bus ride down a dirt 
road past bighorn sheep and 
wild donkeys to Colorado 
River mile 226. 

  As you raft past Grand 
Canyon’s towering walls, you’ll 
spend the first 12 miles 
fording action-packed rapids. 
As the river mellows out, your 
Hualapai guide will tell you 
stories about the canyon and 
Hualapai and settler history. 
You’ll pass Separation Canyon 
where three men from Maj. 
John Wesley Powell’s 1869 
river expedition abandoned 
the mission and hiked out 
never to be seen again. They 
had no way of knowing they 

were two days away from 
floating out of the  
Grand Canyon. 

 After eating deli sandwiches 
on a white-sand beach,  
you’ll float to arguably one of 
the world’s most stunning 
helicopter pads. An 
eight-minute ride up to the  
top of the Grand Canyon is 
magical and will bring you to 
the Skywalk where you can 
look through the glass at the 
Colorado River 4,000 feet 
below. Afterwards, you’ll board 
a bus back to Peach Springs. 

 Learn more at 
GrandCanyonWest.com
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above & below
WALK THE SKY.  VIEW THE EARTH.  RAFT THE CANYON.

888-868-WEST (9378)888-868-WEST (9378)

 below
WALK THE SKY.  VIEW THE EARTH.  RAFT THE CANYON.
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The Bird Singer
One Hualapai discovers the magic of his tribe’s traditions in an unlikely place.

BY TORI PEGLAR

One night, when he was 24, Luka Montana had 
a dream of singing. When he woke up, the vi-
brancy of the songs was replaced with an empti-
ness that settled on top of him. It was so heavy 
he couldn’t lift it o�  when he got out of bed or 

push it aside when he went to class. It sat beside him as he 
drove his pickup truck 70 lonely miles past Joshua trees and 
rolling sagebrush country to work on the western edge of the 
Grand Canyon. And it taunted him as he went to sleep in his 
home in Kingman, Ariz. 

A month passed and then another. While working at the 
Skywalk, a spectacular horseshoe-shaped 
glass bridge suspended 4,000 feet above the 
Grand Canyon, he had an epiphany. One 
day, he watched Hualapai performers dance 
for tourists. Moreover, he listened to their 
songs. Really listened. And something deep 
within him moved. 

The elders will tell you that you don’t just 
� nd bird songs. They � nd you. That day, 
they found Montana. Three years later, the 
27-year-old has spent countless hours learn-
ing the Hualapai language and songs, so he 
can be a bird singer at his tribe’s wakes. 

His life is one of many that has been 
transformed by the Skywalk. Strong enough 
to hold seventy-one 747 airplanes, it opened 
in 2007 on a sacred but rarely visited dry 
corner of the Hualapai reservation. Today, 
it attracts more than 1 million visitors per year. And while it 
was built to bring in much-needed tourist dollars, it has been 
just as instrumental in helping the Hualapai strengthen their 
cultural traditions that were fading with each generation.

It almost goes without saying there’s great irony that in 
building the $30 million state-of-the art Skywalk, Hualapai 
like Montana have discovered the importance of their tribe’s 
ancient traditions. 

Bridge to Ancestors
On a cloudless deep blue-sky day in August, the buzzing of he-
licopters � lls the air as they land and takeo�  at Grand Canyon 
West. They bring people from places like Las Vegas 120 miles 
away by road and a launch pad along the Colorado River eight 
minutes away. Chatter from dozens of languages � oats up in 
the dry air near the edge of the Grand Canyon, competing 
with the helicopters for dominance on a 100-degree day. 

The Skywalk is the focal point of activity, and tourists have 
to wear shoe covers and place their cameras and purses in a 
locker before walking 70 feet over the Grand Canyon on a 
10-foot-wide, all-glass walkway. For those who are overcome 
by a fear of heights mid-way across the bridge, kind sta� ers 
help them make it back to the exit door. 

Beyond, there are snack stations, gift shops and a Native 
American village with replicas of Hualapai, Hopi, Navajo, 
Plains and Havasupai traditional dwellings. Dance perfor-
mances take place daily in the amphitheater by Hualapai of 
all ages. In 2017, Sa’Nya-Wa Restaurant opened on the edge 
of the Grand Canyon, serving Southwest and Asian cuisine 
and traditional Hualapai dishes. 

The area looks nothing like it did 150 years before the 
Skywalk was built. Back then, the Hualapai’s ancestral lands 
spanned approximately 7 million acres in and around the 
Grand Canyon. Things changed dramatically in 1874 when 

the U.S. Army forced the Hualapai to walk 
150 miles south to the Colorado River In-
dian Reservation near present-day Ehren-
berg, Ariz. Many died or grew sick along 
the way. In 1883, the Hualapai struck a deal 
with the government, setting new bound-
aries for what is the present-day Hualapai 
reservation. Today, it spans 1 million acres, 
including 108 miles of land bordering the 
Colorado River. 

For decades, the Grand Canyon West 
area was recognized as sacred by the Hual-
apai, but it had nowhere near the tribal 
tra� ic it does today. In the 1960s, Loretta 
Jackson-Kelly, who works as Grand Canyon 
West’s customer service manager, left foot-
prints deep in the red soil as she played with 
her eight brothers and sisters 11 miles down 

a dirt road near the Grand Canyon. Her dad served as tribal 
herd manager and ran cattle by Eagle Point, a short walk 
from where the Skywalk would be built.  

However, most Hualapai lived two hours away in Peach 
Springs, Ariz., along Historic Route 66, where there wasn’t 
even a gas station or a grocery store. Many families squeezed 
into one-to-two room clapboard houses. Economic opportuni-
ties were scarce. 

In 1999, Evel Knievel’s son Robbie Knievel leapt with his 
motorcycle 288 feet across the Grand Canyon on Hualapai 
land with tribal permission. The tribe hoped the stunt would 
translate to increased tourism. It didn’t.

Songs to Carry Spirits
When the Skywalk opened in 2007, astronauts Buzz Aldrin 
and John Herrington were there, standing on the edge of the 
majestic canyon they caught sight of from space. Since then 
tourists, and even actors like Kevin Costner and Leonardo 
DiCaprio, have come by car, bus, helicopter and plane to walk 
on a thick glass � oor and look down 4,000 feet to the Colorado 
River below. As they wait in line, they can read the panels of 
a Hualapai exhibit, detailing the history of the tribe. 

“It’s crazy,” Montana says. “People come from all over the 

LUKA MONTANA
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world and ask where the real Indians are. And I say, ‘I am 
right here.’ They think we are still living in teepees, hunting 
and gathering. But we have Dish Network. We live in houses.”

While Hualapai like Montana live and work and carve 
out lives for themselves in the modern world, Montana 
spends much of his limited free time trying to learn the 
bird songs that have been sung by Hualapai for centuries. 
At wakes, these songs are critical for guiding the spirit of 
the dead to the next world. Without them, a spirit could be 
left wandering for eternity. 

“We believe when someone passes away, their spirit is 
wandering,” Montana explains. “From 6 p.m. to 6 a.m., we 
sing bird songs [to guide them to the next world]. It’s im-
portant to know which songs are evening songs and which 
ones are morning songs. You can’t mix them up because 
then you mess up the person’s journey.” 

At the end of the night of a wake, Montana’s throat hurts 
and he’s tired and he’ll have to drive up to 120 miles either 
to work or home to Kingman, Ariz., where his young family 
lives. But he wouldn’t have it any other way. He’s bent on 
becoming a lead Hualapai singer.

“The more I got into bird songs, the more I realized our tra-
ditions are going away,” says Montana, who did not grow up 
speaking Hualapai or learning the songs. “We have a few lead 
singers, and they are getting older. In 20-30 years, it could be 
gone. It’s something I want to do because I realize my people 
need it. It’s not going to make me rich, but it will make me 
rich here,” he says as he points to his heart. 

Sometimes, he wakes up in the morning with a song in 
his head. He knows the words, but he can’t recall ever hear-
ing the song before. The elders say it is the ancestors call-
ing you. When you have a direct line to them like that, you 
can’t ignore it. 

Roots in the Colorado River
There’s an ancient word for the Colorado River in Hualapai, 

ha ‘yidada, that refers to 
“the spine" of the river, 
denoting its life-giving force. 
It was the mighty Colorado 
that carved the Grand 
Canyon. And it has been 
part of the Hualapai identity 
for centuries. Without it, 
there is no life. 

At Grand Canyon West, 
the river carved what looks 
like an eagle rising out of the 
canyon. It’s believed that in 
the early days, Hualapai peo-
ple lived at the bottom of the 
Grand Canyon. One day, an 
eagle � ew down to warn the 
people of a great � ood. As 
the eagle � ew up, it stayed 
near the top of the canyon to 
watch over the people. Then 
it turned to stone mid-� ight 
with its wings spread out. 

“Kids will say, ‘We thought 
the Grand Canyon was just a 
hole in the ground. But here 

is an eagle,’” says Cory Majenty, a 21-year-old Grand Canyon 
West tour guide, as he squints and proudly points to Eagle 
Point. He’s standing on the rim of the Grand Canyon between 
the Skywalk and the eagle rising up out of the canyon. 

Being on Hualapai sacred land every day for work has a 
positive impact on tribal members like Majenty, Montana 
and Jackson-Kelly. For Jackson-Kelly, whose lifework of pre-
serving Hualapai language and traditions garnered her the 
2015 Historic Preservation Award from the U.S. Secretary of 
the Interior, seeing her people embrace their cultural identity 
is immensely satisfying. 

“Culture is something you can’t see or hold, so it’s a feeling 
within yourself,” says Jackson-Kelly from her o� ice in Grand 
Canyon West. “I believe cultural identity is always there in 
your heart. My roots are very strong out here. It's not just 
Grand Canyon West. It’s the prehistory of our people.” 

She and her youngest daughter, who is a hostess at Sa’Nya-
Wa Restaurant, just embarked on a venture to run cattle in 
the same place near the Grand Canyon where her father did. 
When she traveled to Phoenix to get a cattle brand, she chose 
Bar U, with the U lying down. It happened to be the same 
shape as the Skywalk. 

At the end of his shift as security supervisor at Grand 
Canyon West, Montana climbs into his pickup truck to 
drive home. It’s a long 70-mile drive for him one way. 
The road snakes through miles of sage country and rolling 
hills of northwestern Arizona where the universe still has 
its grasp on a deep black night sky. Above him, the stars 
spread across the sky like jacks tossed in a child’s game. 
Outside his window, the dark hulking shapes of the Joshua 
trees dot the landscape. 

Montana turns on his recordings of bird songs to � ll the air 
and practice singing. There’s no other place he’d rather be. 

“The biggest part of being out there and working for Grand 
Canyon West is it’s my home,” Montana says. “And it’s where 
I can see one of the natural wonders of the world. It’s so like 
home when we are out there.” 

GRAND CANYON 
SKYWALK
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www.nps.gov/grca grandcanyonwest.com

ONE-DAY RAFTING TRIPS

HOURS FROM LAS VEGAS

ENTRANCE FEE

MANAGED BY

CULTURAL BONUS

CLOSEST LODGING

PHOTOGRAPHY

UNIQUE ATTRACTION

WHICH
GRAND CANYON?

What’s the difference between the South Rim of the Grand Canyon and 
Grand Canyon West? A lot. To start, they are in opposite corners of 
Arizona, with the South Rim closest to Williams and Flagstaff. Grand 
Canyon West is closer to Las Vegas, Nevada. Grand Canyon West is 
operated by the Hualapai tribe, so it has a completely different history and 
vibe than the South Rim, which is operated by the National Park Service. 
Learn more below. 

Nearly 5 hours  
(278 miles) 

$35/vehicle

National Park  Service

Park ranger talks

Camping and  
lodging at rim

Personal  
photography allowed

Inner canyon  
hiking trails

Start in Page, Ariz.

GRAND  
CANYON SOUTH RIM

Just over 2 hours  
(122 miles)

$69/adult 

Hualapai Tribe 

Hualapai exhibits,  
performances

Hualapai Ranch  
near rim

No cameras on  
the Skywalk

A glass bridge suspended  
over the Grand Canyon

Start near  
Peach Springs, Ariz

GRAND  
CANYON WEST

Learn more about the North Rim at mygrandcanyonpark.com/park-access-overview.
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MyGrandCanyonPark.com
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Route 66 has never been 
just a road to get from 
one place to another. 

It's always been an experience 
in itself, showcasing the best  
of America — our zany sense 
of humor, unique mom-and-
pop shops and immense 
creativity funneled into  
vibrant neon signs.  

 There's no better place to 
learn of its storied history than 
to pull off Route 66 in 
Kingman, Ariz., and visit the 
Arizona Route 66 Museum. 
You can literally spend hours 
perusing its remarkable 
exhibits with incredible 
artifacts and photographs. 
They collectively tell 
captivating stories of the  
road through the people  
who traveled it. It's right  
across from the legendary  
Mr. D'z Route 66 Diner  
whose staff has been flipping 
burgers since 1929. 

 “Until people go through the 
museum, they don’t really see 
the big picture,” says Joshua 
Noble of Kingman's tourism 
department. “We really fill in 
the blanks.”

 You'll see heartbreaking 
photos and life-sized depictions 
of the Dust Bowl refugees and 
whimsical stories of 
post-World War II America. 
There’s even an exhibit on the 
legendary Burma-Shave signs 
that lined the route, promoting 
Al Odell’s father’s ailing shaving 
cream business with silly 

sayings like “He's nifty and 
thrifty–looks 30 at 50.”

 “Initially, it was about 
nostalgia,” says Noble about 
people traveling on Historic 
Route 66. “But now it’s part of 
a cheap and easy family road 
trip. It’s not just about going to 
Disneyland or going to 

Phoenix for spring training. 
People want to experience the 
drive as well as each 
destination.”

 Visit the museum at 
Kingman's historic 
Powerhouse, 120 W. Andy 
Devine Ave., or online at 
gokingman.com.

ROUTE 66  
HEADQUARTERS

Stop in Kingman to discover the legendary road's most poignant stories and relics.  

By Tori Peglar 
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Ask us About your free pAssport!ssport!ssport!ssport!

866.427.7866
GOKINGMAN66.COM
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You'll feel as if you stepped back into 
Route 66's heydays when you pull 
into Williams, Ariz., just 60 miles 

south of Grand Canyon National Park's South 
Rim. Explore its vibrant historic downtown 
where you'll hear the greatest hits of the 1950s 
and '60s playing on seemingly every corner. 

 You'll discover a ton of Route 66 
memorabilia and souvenir shops,  
as well as restaurants that bring to life  
the 1950s and 1960s. Fuel up on lunch at 
Grand Canyon Coffee & Cafe. Or head to 
Cruiser's Route 66 Cafe to see Route 66 
memorabilia and eat classic American food. 

For a fancy meal, head to Red Raven 
Restaurant downtown. 

 Then, leave your car behind as you head to 
the train depot to ride the Grand Canyon 
Railway for the final 65-mile stretch to the 
Grand Canyon. 

 You’ll avoid all the vehicle traffic backed up 
to get into the park. But riding the train is also 
just plain fun. Back in the day, President 
Theodore Roosevelt and John Muir paid $3.95 
to ride the rails to the Grand Canyon. Today, 
the Old West lives on with staged train 
robberies and cowboy sing-alongs [read more 
about the train on page 79]. 

RELIVE THE 1950s
Historic downtown Williams, with its vintage Route 66 businesses, 

is one of the Grand Canyon area's best-kept secrets.   

By Tori Peglar 
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BREWERY 
STOP

Kick back and 
celebrate your  
Grand Canyon vacation 
with a cold beer at the 
Grand Canyon Brewing 
Co. at 301 N. 7th St., in 
Williams, Ariz. 

There’s a tasting room  
and restaurant with 
burgers, brats and pizza. 
Along with the brewery's  
year-round beers like 
Sunset Amber, American 
Pilsner and Horseshoe 
Bend Pale Ale, you'll find 
seasonal beers offered 
like Sacred Saguaro, a 
Viennese-style lager.

Plus, watch a game  
on TV or play pool,  
darts and shuffleboard 
for free. Make advanced 
reservations online  
or by phone to tour  
the brewery’s  
production facility. 

Or check out Brewcade 
in the back of Cruiser’s 
Route 66 Cafe downtown. 
Relive the '80s with vintage 
arcade games while 
enjoying a microbrew;  
grandcanyonbrewery.com 

MyGrandCanyonPark.com

VIVA LAS VEGAS
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 When you return to historic 
Williams, take a walk on the wild 
side on the outskirts of town at 
Bearizona Wildlife Park on Route 
66. It may be your one opportunity 
to see a white buffalo. 

 “You can see animals up-close 
that you normally couldn’t,” says 
Diana Roggenbuck of Bearizona.  
“We rescue about 50 percent  
of our animals and give them homes 
when they no longer can live in the 
wild. It’s about education and fun.”

 Afterwards, stroll Fort Bearizona 
Walking Area that includes a raptor 
program and barnyard petting zoo. 
In the Canyonlands Restaurant,  
you’ll find canyon walls, 
ancient-looking ruins and soaring 
wood-carved eagles. 

 “It’s an attraction on its own,”  
says Roggenbuck who adds there 
are great views of the jaguar 
enclosure from the restaurant.

 The restaurant serves everything 
from burgers to salads and 
sandwiches and features two  
bars. The best part? Food is  
served quickly, giving you more 
time in the park. 

 “Every time you drive through, 
you’ll see something different,  
be it a bear on the road, in a tree  
or wolves howling,” says 
Roggenbuck who reminds 
passengers to stay in their cars  
with doors and windows closed.

 Learn more about Williams  
at experiencewilliams.com  
and Bearizona at bearizona.com.
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Williams, Arizona has something for everyone. 
Plan a visit and see why visitors have fallen in love with Williams.

 ROUTE 66  HIKING  RODEOS  WILDLIFE

ExperienceWilliams.com • (928) 635-4061
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MyGrandCanyonPark.com

Want to know the 
best way to avoid 
long lines at the 

entrance to Grand Canyon 
National Park? Hint: it’s also 
the classiest, most nostalgic 
way to enter the park. 

 Board a historic train car on 
the Grand Canyon Railway, sit 
back and relax with family as 
the high plains desert 
landscape sweeps past you.

 You’ll catch your train at 
9:30 a.m. in Williams, Ariz., 
known for its vibrant 
downtown full of Route 
66-focused stores, vintage
signs and charm. Thirty
minutes before you depart,
you’ll watch actors dressed as
characters from the Wild West
Days have a showdown.

 “During the summertime, 
lines at the park entrance are 
very long and parking at the 
visitor center can be a 

nightmare,” says Bob Baker, 
general manager of the Grand 
Canyon Railway. “You don’t 
have any of that if you ride  
the train.”

 As the train makes its way 
toward the canyon, musicians 
lead cowboy sing-alongs. Your 
experience on the two-hour-
and-15-minute ride will vary, 
depending on which of the six 
classes you book. The most 
affordable is Pullman Class in 
which you travel in a train car 
circa 1923 with bench-style 
seats and windows that open. A 
step up is Coach Class where 
you’ll kick back in a 1950s-era 

train car with big windows and 
air conditioning. First-class 
offers over-sized seats, air 
conditioning, complimentary 
snacks and bar service. At the 
top of the price scale are 
Observation Dome, Luxury 
Dome or the Luxury Parlour.

 When you arrive at the 
historic Grand Canyon Depot, 
you’ll be right across from El 
Tovar Hotel and the stunning 
edge of the Grand Canyon. 
From there walk or take a free 
shuttle to the sights on your 
bucket list. 

 The bonus? You won’t waste 
valuable vacation time  

driving in circles looking for 
a place to park. 

 Plus, you're traveling 
sustainably. Vegetable oil  
fuels the railway’s two steam 
locomotives. It's collected from 
Xanterra's restaurants in Grand 
Canyon and Williams and from 
a chip manufacturer in Phoenix. 
Passengers reduce vehicle 
pollution and traffic by an 
estimated 73,000 cars per year. 

 Visit at 233 N. Grand 
Canyon Blvd.,  call 
800.843.8724 or go to 
thetrain.com. 

Ride the  

Grand Canyon 

Railway   

into the heart of 

Grand Canyon 

National Park.  

By Tori Peglar

TAKE 
THE  

TRAIN
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Set out for an adventure to one of the most epic destinations in the world - the Grand Canyon. 
Ride the rails to the rim and experience living history on a turn-of-the-century train featuring fully restored railroad 

cars in six classes of service. Enjoy entertainment from roaming musicians who serenade passengers, a ttendants that 
share historical and regional knowledge, and maybe - just maybe - an old-fashioned train robbery. 

Step aboard and step back in time on your way to the Grand Canyon.

DEPARTING DAILY FROM WILLIAMS, ARIZONA FOR 
GRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK SINCE 1901

Authorized concessionaire of the National Park Service

thetrain.com 1-800-THE-TRAIN

®

®
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Hidden Secrets Await

STOP AT GRAND CANYON 
VISITOR CENTER

Soar past towering cliffs and raft through huge rapids when you 
watch the IMAX movie Grand Canyon: The Hidden Secrets at the 
Grand Canyon Visitor Center in Tusayan, Ariz. Pronounced  
“Toos-ayin,” the town is located minutes from one of the South 
Rim’s park entrances. 

The 34-minute film projected on a six-story high screen is a 
fantastic start to your Grand Canyon adventure as it carries you on 
a journey spanning 4,000 years of Grand Canyon history. It begins 
with the native people who lived there and includes a re-creation of 
John Wesley Powell’s 1869 daring boating expedition through the 
Grand Canyon. 

But the visitor center is also a place to learn more about area 
attractions, get a bite to eat and pick up a souvenir. You can also 
purchase your park pass at the Grand Canyon Visitor Center, which 
will help you avoid waiting in longer lines at the park entrance. 

Buy your IMAX tickets online to save up to 20 percent at
explorethecanyon.comTIP:
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Coupon limit one per person. No cash value.

Fort Tuthill County Park  Flagstaff, AZ book online @ fl agstaffextreme.com

book online @ fl agstaffextreme.com

T

Flagstaff, AZ 

Play in the 

Fort Tuthill County Park  

Fort Tuthill County Park  

Fort Tuthill County Park  Flagstaff, AZ book online @ fl agstaffextreme.com
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GRAND CANYON BREWERY + DISTILLERY
301 N 7TH STREET | WILLIAMS, ARIZONA

GRAND CANYON BREWERY + DISTILLERY
1800 S MILTON RD STE 11 | FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA

www.grandcanyonbrewery.com | 1-800-513-2072



When you stay at the Yavapai Lodge in 
Grand Canyon National Park, you’ll 
experience a piece of the park’s 

history, but you’ll also be actively participating  
in its future.

 Located about a mile from the rim, the lodge was 
built in 1958 during the National Park Service’s 
building boom to prepare for its 50th   anniversary. 
It was part of the so-called Mission 66 program, 
designed to increase park infrastructure to serve 
the crowds of post-World War II visitors. The lodge 
itself is reminiscent of Route 66 motels. Today, all 
rooms have been upgraded, including air-
conditioning in every unit, new in 2019.  

 Nestled in a ponderosa pine forest, you’ll see 
wildlife, such as elk, deer and squirrels on your visit.

 “It’s so peaceful here in the woods,” says Yavapai’s 
lodging director Amy Neil. “There’s something very 
special about being in the middle of the bustle of the 
park and still having this sense of solitude.”

 Staying in the lodge, you’ll feel its commitment 
to the park’s future. It starts the second you pull in. 
With plenty of parking, you can leave your car at 
the lodge and take the park’s shuttle to get to all the 
stops you want to see, lowering your carbon 
footprint.

 You can join Yavapai Lodge and the National Park 
Service in giving back on the South Rim every 
Thursday morning to pick up litter, including micro 
trash, and to learn more about why trash matters. 

 After a day exploring the park, head back to the 
lodge to relax. Outdoor games like cornhole give 
you an excuse to connect with other travelers. Stop 
by the Yavapai Coffee Shop for a scoop of ice 
cream with flavors like Grand Canyon Caramel 
Crunch and Moose Tracks.

 Or head to the Yavapai Tavern where you’ll find 
a beautiful patio, equipped with heaters for chilly 
nights, a fire pit and a Southwestern-inspired 
menu from Chef Justin Warnat with a focus on 
local ingredients and sustainability. Try the Loaded 
Elk Burger made from elk raised in Colorado and 
topped with local poblano peppers. Or, go 
plant-based with the Power Plant Burger. The 
locally made 100-percent vegan patty packs 16 
grams of plant-based protein and is covered with 
Hatch green chile cheddar cheese and homemade 
Southwestern sauce. Wash it down with one of 
several locally brewed beers on draft.

 Book a room today or learn more at 
visitgrandcanyon.com. Sign up to volunteer  
with the lodge and park service at  
nps.gov/grca/getinvolved/dnps-litter.htm.

A  
GRANDER 

STAY
Sleep well and sustainably  

at Yavapai Lodge.

By Mikaela Ruland

P
H

O
TO

S:
 C

ou
rt

es
y 

D
el

aw
ar

e 
N

or
th

BY THE 
NUMBERS

1958
Year built

20
Percentage of Grand 
Canyon’s waste 
stream comprised of 
single-use plastic

90
The percentage of 
food ingredients 
sourced within 190 
miles

2025
The year the Yavapai 
Lodge will be at  
zero waste

26
The number of shuttle 
stops accessible from 
the lodge
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L I F E  I S

AT  YAVA P A I  L O D G E

The view at the Grand Canyon is extraordinary. So is the impression it will make on 
you. Nearby Yavapai Lodge and Trailer Village RV Park give you the perfect vantage 
point, within Grand Canyon National Park and just a short walk from the South Rim. 
Enjoy easy access to Yavapai Restaurant, Yavapai Tavern, Yavapai Coffee Shop and 
Canyon Village Market & Deli. Here, your family has a comfortable basecamp for 
adventure. If it feels like a different world, that’s because it is.

Book your bucket list escape today.  
Go to VisitGrandCanyon.com or call 877-404-4611.
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