WILDLIFE AND
NATURAL WONDERS
Hot springs, bison and bears await on this 1,763-mile adventure.
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WILDLIFE & NATURAL WONDERS
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rom alpine lakes and herds of elk in Rocky
Mountain National Park to spectacular peaks in
Grand Teton National Park and grizzlies in
Yellowstone, this road trip is packed with once-in-alifetime sights.
From Denver, head west to Estes Park, Colo., the closest
town to the east side of Rocky Mountain National Park.
Spend time perusing its local breweries, restaurants, shops
and outdoor activities. From there, access Rocky’s hidden
gems and popular routes, including the legendary Trail
Ridge Road, the highest paved road in a U.S. national park.
Cross into Wyoming, exploring Laramie, Saratoga and the
Snowy Range Scenic Byway, an extraordinary,
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less-traveled route that takes you past gorgeous alpine
peaks. Continue to Grand Teton and Yellowstone national
parks. Look for moose, elk, bears, wolves and bison in
both parks. Jackson, Wyo., which is minutes from Grand
Teton National Park, makes for a great stopover. You’ll find
lively restaurants, great shops and a ton of summer
activities at Jackson Hole Mountain Resort. From there
head north to Yellowstone National Park, the world’s first
national park.
On your way home, head out Yellowstone’s East Entrance
and stop through Cody, Wyo., for great theater, the Buffalo
Bill Center of the West museum and fantastic rodeo.
Afterwards, drive to Cheyenne for a dose of outdoor fun
and Old West culture.

PHOTOS: Bison in the Lamar Valley of Yellowstone (NPS/Jacob W. Frank), Chasm Lake area in Rocky Mountain National Park (Grant Ordelheide)
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WILDLIFE & NATURAL WONDERS
DENVER TO ESTES PARK, COLO.
65 miles, 1 hour and 35 minutes

ROCKY MOUNTAIN STAY
Here are four tips to staying in Estes Park, the town next to Rocky Mountain National Park's east side.

ABANDON YOUR CAR

TREAD LIGHTLY

EXPLORE DOWNTOWN

It may sound counterintuitive,
but if you really want to see
Rocky Mountain National Park
hassle-free, leave your car
behind. The town of Estes Park
built a fantastic visitor center
and 415-car parking garage on
the edge of downtown at 500 Big
Thompson Ave., where free
seasonal town and Rocky
Mountain National Park shuttles
await. The free Hiker Shuttle
Express Route brings you into
the park and directly to the Park
& Ride along the Bear Lake
Road corridor. From here, catch
the Bear Lake Route, Moraine
Park Route or just start hiking.
You’ll feel liberated not having
to hunt for an elusive parking
spot. Plus, that fresh Rocky
Mountain air will be cleaner
without your car huffing up and
down the road.

You’re one of literally millions
of people who travel to Rocky
Mountain National Park every
year, but there are ways to avoid
the crowds and find solitude.
For the best experience, enter
the park while everyone else is
still sleeping or sitting around
the breakfast table. Or wait until
early evening and spend the last
several hours of summer light
when everyone else is at dinner.
While in the park, be mindful
of ways you can reduce your
impact on the wildlife you see
and the tiny town of Estes Park
where you spend time. While a
herd of elk may seem tame
because it’s next to the road,
keep a distance of 25 yards
between you and them. Visitors
have been charged, thrown in
the air and injured by elk.

Estes Park’s best-kept secret is
its Riverwalk, which cuts
through downtown as it hugs
the sides of Big Thompson
River and Fall River. You can’t
see it from the main drag
because the Riverwalk is on
downtown's south side where
most businesses’ back doors
open to it. Along the Riverwalk,
you’ll find stores, restaurants,
benches, beautiful flowers and
the sound of clear Rocky
Mountain water flowing over
river rocks. The path extends to
Lake Estes where you can do a
3.75-mile walk around the
entire lake. Look for eagles and
elk as you stroll. At Lake Estes
Marina, rent stand-up
paddleboards, kayaks, a
10-person pontoon boat or
canoes. Rent a cruiser bike to
loop around the lake.

Learn more at VisitEstesPark.com
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HAVE THE PARK
(NEARLY) TO YOURSELF
If you’re looking to have
Rocky Mountain National
Park almost to yourself, visit
when snowflakes blanket the
entire area. With Estes Park lit
up with holiday lights and
cozy cabins dotting the hill
sides, you’ll find all the beauty
of the park without the summer
traffic, crowded hiking trails
or restaurant lines. It’s also a
wonderfully affordable
winter getaway.
“I think the biggest thing is the
value of being in the mountains
but not having the ski resort
price tag,” says Josh Harms,
director of marketing at Visit
Estes Park. “And you’re seeing
Rocky Mountain National Park
through a whole new lens.”

PHOTOS: Moraine Park in Rocky Mountain National Park, Elk (Grant Ordelheide), Downtown (by Ali Pfenninger), Elk during winter (Courtesy of Visit Estes Park)

By Tori Peglar
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COME PLAY IN
IT’S OKAY TO

Discover the endless Rocky Mountain adventures awaiting you this
winter in Colorado’s Original Playground.

Start planning your escape at VisitEstesPark.com
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WILDLIFE & NATURAL WONDERS
ESTES PARK, COLO., TO LARAMIE, WYO.
104 miles, 2 hours and 13 minutes

Lose the crowds in Laramie’s great outdoors and its fun cultural attractions.
By Tori Peglar

1

WYOMING TERRITORIAL
PRISON STATE
HISTORIC SITE

WHY GO: Go on a guided or self-guided tour of

this historic prison site built in 1872. For three

2

SNOWY RANGE
SCENIC BYWAY HWY. 130
WHY GO: This stunning road enables you

to bypass Interstate 80, taking you past glacial lakes,
granite peaks, gorgeous meadows and over the

decades, it housed some of the West’s most

second-highest mountain pass in Wyoming. The

notorious criminals.

breathtaking route reaches its high point at 10,000 feet.

LITTLE-KNOWN FACT: The property is listed

It’s closed mid-November to Memorial Day weekend.

on the National Register of Historic Places and is

TIP: Head to the Green Rock Trailhead to hike the

the only prison in the world to have housed the

3.2-mile, moderate Barber Lake Trail or the more difficult Libby Creek Trail that’s 3 miles.

notorious Butch Cassidy.

For exceptional views and some rock scrambling, head to Gap Lakes Trail.

3

4

UNIVERSITY OF WYOMING
GEOLOGICAL MUSEUM
WHY GO: See a 75-foot

Apatosaurus skeleton, along with other
dinosaurs, in this museum. While it roamed

LARAMIE’S BASECAMP
WHY GO: Forgot a rain jacket or
need warmer layers? Owner

5

VEE BAR GUEST
RANCH
WHY GO: Settle into

Rebecca Walsh founded Laramie’s Basecamp

horseback riding, evening campfires and

outdoor store to sell active clothing and gear,

incredible food at this gorgeous guest

Wyoming, a living Apatosaurus ate one ton of

as well as host workshops and give trail advice.

ranch. The main lodge was built in 1891

vegetation daily and weighed 25 tons. The

She also rents tents, water filters, backpacks

and served as a stagecoach stop and a

museum’s hours of operation are Monday-

and stand-up paddleboards.

post office in its early days.

Saturday, 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. Admission is free.

TIP: While downtown, check out Laramie’s

TIP: The ranch also offers overnight bed

LITTLE-KNOWN FACT: Disney-Pixar’s 2015

Brewery Tour that brings you to five

& breakfast stays that include hot

The Good Dinosaur featured a Wyoming

microbreweries within a few blocks of each

breakfast and access to an outdoor hot

Apatosaurus named Arlo who meets a human

other. Start at Accomplice Mycro-Pub and end

tub, yard games, walking trails and more.

friend while navigating an unfamiliar landscape.

at The Library Sports Grille & Brewery.
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Learn more at the Laramie Area Visitor Center/Albany County Tourism Board, 210 E. Custer St., in Laramie or at VisitLaramie.org.

PHOTOS: Wyoming Territorial Prison State Historic Site, Snowy Range Scenic Byway (Courtesy of Albany County Tourism Board)

LARAMIE’S TOP FIVE
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WILDLIFE & NATURAL WONDERS
LARAMIE TO SARATOGA, WYO.
98 miles, 1 hour and 35 minutes

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
In southern Wyoming, you’ll discover a string of towns woven together by ranching, coal, oil and a growing wind turbine industry.

SOAK IN HOT SPRINGS

DRIVE SCENIC BYWAYS

ENJOY LOCAL FOOD

SPEND THE NIGHT

In Saratoga, choose between two
different hot springs experiences.
The Hobo Hot Springs are free
mineral pools and open 24 hours a
day. At Saratoga Hot Springs
Resort, only guests can access the
teepee-covered mineral pools and
70-foot mineral hot spring pool.

The 73-mile Seminoe-Alcova
Backcountry Byway brings you by a
patchwork of prairies and high
desert over the Seminoe Mountains.
The south end starts in Sinclair and
ends in Alcova. Or enjoy solitude
on the 29-mile Snowy Range Scenic
Byway through Medicine Bow
National Forest.

Hit Lollypops in Saratoga for
breakfast or ice cream and to
connect to WiFi. For fine dining,
stop by the Aspen House
Restaurant in Rawlins for
blackened ribeye or vegetarian
dishes. Buck’s Sports Grill and
Anong’s Thai Cuisine in Rawlins
also are popular.

Spend the night at the historic
Hotel Wolf and Restaurant in
Saratoga, which was built in
1893. Walk through the saloon's
swinging doors to taste a
regional microbrew and the
area’s best burger.

PHOTOS: Grand Prismatic Spring (NPS/Neal Herbert), Wolf (Depositphotos), Mount Washburn (Grant Ordelheide),
Mammoth Hot Springs ((NPS/Jim Peaco), Grand Prismatic boardwalk (Depositphotos)

Learn more about Carbon County at WyomingCarbonCounty.com.

PHOTO: View of landscape in Carbon County
(Courtesy Carbon County Visitors Council)

By Tori Peglar
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WILDLIFE & NATURAL WONDERS
SARATOGA, WYO., TO YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK
303 miles, 5 hours

PHOTO: View of landscape in Carbon County
(Courtesy Carbon County Visitors Council)

YELLOWSTONE’S TOP FOUR
Here are some of our favorite things to do from hiking to exploring some of Yellowstone’s most iconic hot springs.

PHOTOS: Grand Prismatic Spring (NPS/Neal Herbert), Wolf (Depositphotos), Mount Washburn (Grant Ordelheide),
Mammoth Hot Springs ((NPS/Jim Peaco), Grand Prismatic boardwalk (Depositphotos)

By Tori Peglar

1

2

3

4

WAKE UP WITH
THE WOLVES

HIKE MOUNT
WASHBURN

SEE MAMMOTH
HOT SPRINGS

STROLL MIDWAY
GEYSER BASIN

For your best chance
of seeing a wolf,
get up before sunrise
and head to the Lamar
Valley in the park’s
northeastern corner. Be
sure to pack binoculars or a
spotting scope with you.

It's a great 3.1-mile
(one way) hike to the
10,243-foot summit of
Mount Washburn. Because
of road closures between
Tower-Roosevelt and
Chittenden Road, access the
trailhead on the Canyon
Village side but check for
road updates beforehand.

Walk on a mile-long
boardwalk to see the
colorful travertine terraces
formed by hot springs
rising to the surface
and depositing
dissolved limestone in
dramatic patterns.

See one of the world’s
largest, deepest hot springs,
Grand Prismatic Spring.
It’s larger than a football
field at 370 feet across and
deeper than a 10-story
building at 125 feet.

Get more tips at MyYellowstonePark.com.
MyColoradoParks.com
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WILDLIFE & NATURAL WONDERS
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK TO CHEYENNE, WYO.
393 miles, 5 hours and 51 minutes

OLD MEETS NEW
Old West charm meets a vibrant, new cultural scene in Cheyenne, Wyo.
By Mikaela Ruland

What was probably a normal level of
horse-craziness for a little girl got kicked
into overdrive the first time we stopped at
the Terry Bison Ranch just outside of
Cheyenne. I was hoisted onto a gentle,
rust-colored horse named Red, and we
meandered down the trails behind our
cowboy guide, passing a herd of bison.
I was hooked.
On one Fourth of July trip, we sat in the
grandstand at the Cheyenne Frontier Days
Arena, watched a rodeo and ooh-ed and
ahh-ed over the sparkling munitions. I
decided I wanted to be a barrel racer when I
grew up. The next day, we went downtown
and rode the Cheyenne Street Railway
Trolley, and I still remember the stories of
Old West murders and gun fights that in
retrospect, probably also sparked my love of
true crime, but cemented my infatuation
with cowboy culture. That cowboy culture
can still be felt today at the Hell on Wheels
Rodeo Series on select Friday nights
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throughout the summer, complete with a
Chuck Wagon Dinner.
As I got older, I started making the drive to
Cheyenne for a different reason - my
new-found love of rock climbing. Vedauwoo
Recreation Area (pronounced vee-da-voo)
was a pilgrimage for a sport that would soon
be popularized by the likes of Tommy
Caldwell and Alex Honnold. As more and
more people get into climbing and discover
places like Vedauwoo, it’s becoming part of the
excitement that’s fueling cities like Cheyenne.
I sat down with Jim Walter, director of sales
and marketing at Visit Cheyenne, to hear
what’s making Cheyenne not only a
nostalgic journey into the past, but a blazing
trail into the future.
“For one thing, the music scene here is
exploding,” says Walter. “It’s really incredible
for an Old Western town.”
According to Walter, this new music scene
in Cheyenne isn’t fueled by the country
music singers you might expect given its
Western heritage. Take Ernie November, a

quirky record store that frequently hosts
heavy metal concerts. Or the summer Edge
Fest which has welcomed the likes of
Bishop Briggs.
Cheyenne’s sleepy downtown of my childhood
has also transformed. The limited dining
options of the past have been replaced by
restaurants like The Met Downtown, which
has a moody art-deco interior and sleek menu
featuring ahi crudo alongside a pulled pork
sandwich. It’s something you’d expect to find in
hip neighborhoods in Seattle or Denver.
At Black Tooth Brewing Co. images of
saddle broncs and mules adorn the cans,
giving a nod to an Old West that lives on
despite craft beer, underground music and a
burgeoning scene of North Face-clad
millennials in town.
Cheyenne is still the pinnacle of Old West
charm from my childhood, but it’s also
welcoming a New West, one that’s making it
the place to be right now.
To learn more about Cheyenne,
visit Cheyenne.org.

PHOTOS: Wyoming's Rib and Chop House (Courtesy Visit Cheyenne)

C

heyenne, Wyo. is the place that
first sparked a love for the Old
West in me at eight years old.
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Cheyenne Frontier Days™
July 23-August 1, 2021
Hiking, Biking, and Rock
Climbing at Vedauwoo
Recreation Area, Medicine
Bow National Forest, and
Curt Gowdy State Park
Old West Museum and Store
Historic Cheyenne Depot
Wyoming State Capitol
and State Museum
Trail Rides at Terry Bison
and Bit-O-Wyo Ranches

Plus There’s So
Much More!

Cheyenne, Wyoming!
At the intersection of I-25 and I-80

cheyenne.org 800-426-5009

VISIT CHEYENNE_COJ_2021.indd 1

11/24/20 2:28 PM

