
Best of 
the Coast

California coast along Highway 1
(Ge� y Images)
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Palm tree lined streets. Glittering beaches. Sur� oards leaning against fences. It’s 
the classic vision of coastal California you’d expect from a road trip titled, “Best 
of the Coast.” But as you drive from the Mojave desert, through Los Angeles, and 
along the western shores of the United States, you’ll discover there’s so much more 
to California than just Hollywood glam and beach culture. 

Start in the austere and beautiful Mojave Desert in Joshua Tree National Park. As 
you make your way to Yosemite, head through L.A., towards the coast, then north 
to the towns of Ventura and Oxnard where you can board a ferry to one of our 
country’s most interesting national parks: Channel Islands. 

You’ll � nd surprising twists in all the charming towns along the way. Discover 
18th century history in Santa Barbara and Lompoc. Curious animals you wouldn’t 
associate with California like emus, zebras and elephant seals can be found in 
Buellton and San Simeon. Visit a town obsessed with clams in Pismo Beach and 
� nd enough garlic to think the locale has a vampire problem in Gilroy. Before 
heading to Yosemite, hike through the central coast’s only grove of redwoods near 
Santa Cruz and one of our newest national parks: Pinnacles.  

Along the way, you’ll experience all the picture-perfect beaches, surf culture 
and vineyards your heart desires, with plenty of palm trees thrown in for 
good measure. 

Turn the page to � nd the best hidden gems of California’s central coast that prove 
there’s more to this part of the country than you could have ever imagined. 

Discover the hidden gems of California’s beautiful—
and sometimes rugged—central coast. 

PHOTOS: Old Mission Santa Barbara (Photo by Jay Sinclair / Courtesy of Visit Santa Barbara), 
Channel Islands National Park (Ge� y Images)
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Joshua Tree (Bruce Herwig)

Joshua Tree
Like characters out of a Dr. Seuss 
book, the weird and wonderful 
Joshua trees that give this national 
park its name speckle the Mojave 
desert landscape outside of Palm 
Springs. � ese trees are members 
of the agave family and grow 
extremely slowly—between 0.5 
and 3 inches per year. A period 
of cold weather is required before 
the trees can � ower and then, 
only one small insect called the 
Yucca moth can pollinate them. 
Because of this, climate change 
poses a big threat to the trees’ 
survival. You can see Joshua trees 
in most parts of the park, but the 
6.6-mile Panorama Loop Trail is a 
great place to hike among them. 

Joshua trees aren’t the only bizarre 
plant living in the park. Head 
to Cholla Cactus Garden to see 
thousands of cholla cacti. � ese 
strange-looking plants have spines 
that curl when moisture touches 
them, making it extremely hard 
to remove them from your skin. 
If you have a Camelbak or water 
bottle that can squirt, get the 
spines wet from a distance and 
watch them curl. Stay on the path 
and wear closed-toed shoes. 

Joshua Tree is a renowned 
destination for rock climbers, 
thanks to the many boulders 
that dot the park. Keep your eyes 
peeled in areas like Hidden Valley 
for folks scaling the big rocks.  
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Time to ditch your feed. Time to explore 350 miles of the world's
most vibrant and stunning coastline. Free, open and alluring. All
the Central Coast is asking you to do is one thing: take the time.
If you take the time, it will give you all the time you need.
And it's worth every second.

CENTRAL COAST
california

Monterey Bay, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, and Ventura
regions deliver a memorable road trip along Highways 1 and 101.

CCTC_CENTRAL COSTAL CAL_YOSJ_2023.indd   1CCTC_CENTRAL COSTAL CAL_YOSJ_2023.indd   1 9/15/22   10:47 AM9/15/22   10:47 AM



Uncrowded Paradise
You’ll find wide open spaces, beauty and sea-swept beaches in towns like Camarillo, Oxnard,  

Ventura and Port Hueneme along California’s undiscovered coast.
By Tori Peglar

Learn more at VenturaCountyCoast.com/roadtrip.

1  Ventura  
Botanical Gardens

A few minutes walk from 
downtown Ventura, go on a 
breathtaking hike lined with 
flowers and plants from five 
Mediterranean climate zones. 
The gardens offer sweeping 
views of the coastline and 
Channel Islands National Park.

Park in the lot behind the San 
Buenaventura City Hall next 
to the trailhead and pay the 
day-use fee at Merewether 
Welcome Center. Fridays are 
free, as are children under 18. 

2  San Buenaventura 
State Park Beach and 
Historic Pier

Two miles of pristine beach 
await you in Ventura, giving you 
plenty of room to spread out 
and relax. Rent bikes there to 
ride trails to nearby beaches, 
enjoy a microbrew on the pier at Madewest 
Brewing Co. or walk to the end of Ventura’s 
historic pier, originally built in 1872, to watch a 
gorgeous sunset.  

Stroll downtown Ventura lined with historic 
buildings filled with boutiques and unique 
restaurants. Outdoor retailer Patagonia is 
based here, and you’ll find its store on West 
Santa Clara Street. 

3  Camarillo Premium Outlets

These outlet stores include fashion giants 
like Armani and Prada, as well as activewear 
retailers like Nike, The North Face, lululemon 
and Columbia Factory Store. Afterwards, 
head to the Hill Canyon Trailhead to hike or 
bike Hawk Canyon, a 3.6-mile, one-way trail in 
Camarillo that’s great for beginning mountain 
bikers or those who want to take an easy hike 
that offers mountain views and shady areas.

4  Channel Islands 
National Park

This park is home to eight 
unique mammal species, 
including the curious island fox.  
Depending on which island you 
visit, you’ll catch your Island 
Packers boat in Oxnard at the 
Channel Islands Harbor or 
the Ventura Harbor Village in 
Ventura. See more on pg. 26.

5  Silver Strand Beach

This gorgeous, uncrowded 
mile-long stretch of white 
sand beach in Oxnard is a 
great place to watch surfers 
ride the waves at The Jetty 
and La Janelle Jetty.  

Head to Channel Islands 
Harbor where you can rent a 
kayak and paddle along the 
beach toward La Janelle Jetty. 
The harbor is also home to 

Channel Islands Maritime Museum, seafood 
restaurants and a Sunday farmers market. 

6  Port Hueneme Beach Park

A Chumash Indian word meaning “resting 
place,”  Port Hueneme Beach Park feels away 
from it all with its long pier to stroll on, as well 
as picnic areas and volleyball nets. Take the 
promenade trail that connects the pier to the 
Port Hueneme Lighthouse.

Ventura Botanical Gardens 
(Courtesy Ventura County Coast)
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OPEN SPACES. COOL PLACES.

CAMARILLO

OXNARD

VENTURA

PORT HUENEME

V E N T U R A C O U N T Y C O A S T . C O M / R O A D T R I P

CALIFORNIA
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G et an exotic experience without ever 
leaving California. Home to � ve 

islands, Channel Islands National Park 
o� ers solitude and beauty. While no one 
lives on the islands today, the Chumash 
people inhabited the area for thousands 
of years, cra� ing tomols (plank canoes) to 
navigate between islands. 

Today, it takes between 1-4 hours via 
an Island Packers ferry from Oxnard or 
Ventura Harbor Village to reach the islands. 
� e closest islands, Anacapa and Santa 
Cruz, are one-hour ferry rides. Along 
the way, your captain may point out 
blue and humpback whales during the 
summer season. 

Stretching � ve miles, Anacapa Island is 14 
miles from Ventura. It’s a popular spot for 
harbor seals and California sea lions to rest 
and breed. And the island’s iconic lighthouse, 

� rst lit in 1932, was the last permanent 
lighthouse built on the West Coast.

Santa Cruz Island is a one-hour ferry ride 
from Ventura Harbor Village to Scorpion 
Anchorage. � e island is home to a visitor 
center, picnic tables and the best weather 
of all the islands. You can do guided 
snorkel and kayaking tours with the park-
authorized Channel Islands Adventure Co. 
here. 

� e island spans more than 96 square 
miles, making it California’s largest island. 
It’s home to Painted Cave, one of the 
world’s largest and deepest sea caves. About 
1,200 Chumash residents inhabited 10 
villages before contact with Europeans led 
to outbreaks of disease and forced removal 
from the island. It was later settled by 
European descendants who built ranches 
and brought cattle there.

Santa Rosa is the second largest island in 
California at approximately 53,000 acres. 
It is 40 nautical miles from Ventura. 
Some of its inhabitants date back to the 
Pleistocene era like the Santa Rosa Island 
subspecies of the Torrey pine, one of the 
rarest pines in the world. 

� e smallest island is Santa Barbara, which 
is only one square mile. Snorkel in Landing 
Cove or look for California sea lions, 
harbor seals and northern elephant seals.

� e farthest island is San Miguel Island, a 
former bombing range, where more than 
30,000 seals and sea lions give birth and 
lounge on the island’s 27 miles of coastline. 
Visitors must be accompanied by park sta�  
beyond the ranger station. It’s a four-hour 
ferry ride one way to get to San Miguel.

Learn more at nps.gov/chis. 

Wild Islands
Take a day to explore the ”American Galapagos,” 

otherwise known as Channel Islands National Park.
By Tori Peglar

Anacapa Island in Channel Islands 
National Park (Mirza Todorovich)
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V entura Harbor Village is one of only two places where you 
can board an Island Packers boat to get to Channel Islands 

National Park. Tucked along a harbor filled with beautiful boats 
and lined with flowers, it’s also home to the Channel Islands Visitor 
Center where you can learn more about the park and prepare for 
your visit. There’s even a live tide pool on-site to explore as well as a 
viewing tower to catch sight of the park in the distance.  

Ventura Harbor Village is so much more than just a hopping off 
point, however. It’s a great place to relax and unwind. You’ll find 
complimentary parking and two hotels, Four Points by Sheraton and 
the Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites Ventura Harbor, making it 
easy to spend the weekend. Rent a pedal boat shaped like a swan, duck 
or dragon to explore the harbor. You can also rent kayaks and electric 
boats. If you’re craving some sunbathing or sand castle building, spend 
the morning at one of the picturesque beaches across the street. 

When it’s time for lunch, head to one of the restaurants in the 
village. Andria’s Seafood Restaurant & Market is famous for its fish 
and chips and Brophy Bros. Restaurant & Clam Bar is the place to 
go for fresh oysters by the dozen. For dessert, check out the creative 
masterpieces from Coastal Cone. They have fish shaped ice cream 
cones, sundaes that look like a narwhal and Dole Whip.  

Spend the afternoon perusing the coastal boutiques and art 
galleries. You’ll find jewelry, pottery, clothing, artisan bath products, 
chocolate and more as you stroll. 

When evening rolls around, grab a spot at Deep Sea Wine Tasting 
Room’s patio to enjoy a glass of wine or a tasting flight from this 
local winery and watch the sunset. 

Learn more at VenturaHarborVillage.com.  

Waterfront Fun
By Mikaela Ruland
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S tart your day with a hike to beautiful 
Inspiration Point. � is 3.5-mile 

roundtrip adventure brings you to an overlook 
with spectacular views of the Paci� c Ocean 
and Channel Islands National Park, the city of 
Santa Barbara and the Santa Ynez mountains 
to the east. Next stop, the beach. If you’re 
traveling with your dog, Arroyo Burro is the 
place to be, with a self-service dog-wash in the 
parking lot. For sur� ng or boogie boarding, 
head to Leadbetter Beach. And, if you just 
want to sunbathe and get lost in a book, head 
to Butter� y Beach.

� e stunning architecture and history of Old 
Mission Santa Barbara can’t be missed. Built 
in 1786 by Spanish Franciscans, this beautiful 
building is still an active church. Stop by the 
A.C. Postel Memorial Rose Garden across 
the street to see more than 1,500 rose bushes 
in bloom. It’s a great spot for a picnic. 

Head to Santa Barbara’s waterfront to really 
get a taste of this seaside town. Get on the 

water at the harbor with a whale-watching 
excursion with Condor Express or a stand-
up paddleboard lesson from Paddle Sports 
Center. 

On Saturday mornings, the Fishermen’s 
Market is a must-stop. Local � shermen 
sell the day’s catch to restaurants and 
individuals alike. � ere’s even a � llet station 
where an attendant will prepare your fresh 
catch. Jump on the Lil’ Toot water taxi and 
venture across the harbor to Stearns Wharf
to sample locally caught seafood at Santa 
Barbara Shell� sh Co. before strolling the 
shops along the wharf.

Explore the State Street Promenade, 
a 10-block pedestrian walkway which 
can be found between Sola and Gutierrez 
streets. Visit on � ursdays from 3-7 p.m. 
for a market � lled with local artisans and 
temporary art installations. A� erwards, 
visit California’s oldest operating theater, the 
Lobero, for their jazz performances. 

Santa Barbara isn’t the only charming town 
in this area. Check out three of its sister 
neighborhoods. Montecito is the destination 
for glamorous shopping, � ne dining like 
Lucky’s Steakhouse, and amazing hiking. 
Goleta is home to University of California 
Santa Barbara and a huge cra�  beverage 
scene. Find local cra�  beers at M. Special 
Taproom or Captain Fatty’s, hard cider at 
Santa Barbara Cider Co., and local wine at 
SAMsARA Winery. Summerland is a low-
key beach town with excellent antiquing and 
world-class horseback riding. Book a ride 
with Los Padres Out� tters to trot down a 
glittering beach.

Learn more at SantaBarbaraCA.com

Seaside 
Escape

Nestled on California’s stunning Hwy. 101, Santa Barbara o� ers incredible outdoor recreation, inventive 
food and drinks and stunning architecture for a perfect weekend of exploration.

By Mikaela Ruland

PHOTOS: Dog walking at Miramar Beach in 
Montecito, Old Mission Santa Barbara, Captain 
Fa� y’s (All photos by Blake Bronstad / Courtesy of 
Visit Santa Barbara)
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The American Riviera ® -  where  mountains  meet  ocean

That’s more than beautiful, it’sThat’s more than beautiful, it’s

There are sunsets. 

Then there’s basking in the horizon’s golden glow

and adventuring through verdant forests on the edge of the sparkling sea.

That’s more than beautiful, it’sThat’s more than beautiful, it’s

SANTA BARBARA 
BRILLIANT
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H ead inland for a stunning drive to 
Buellton in the heart of the San Ynez 

Valley for off-the-beaten-path experiences 
that are affordable. 

See Buellton and the surrounding Sta. Rita 
Hills on a one-hour trail ride with Santa 
Ynez Valley Horseback Rides. It’s a great 
way for people ages 6 and up to be outside 
and see a gorgeous corner of the central 
coast. Look for wildlife and take in the 
views as you cross the Santa Ynez River. 
Or, pick blueberries at the family-owned, 

1,000-acre Santa Barbara Blueberries at 
Restoration Oaks Ranch. You’ll find these 
juicy treats in season in June and July, 
and raspberries in season August through 
October. 

For more family-friendly fun, feed emus 
and ostriches at OstrichLand USA. You 
can even buy fresh ostrich eggs at the gift 
store on-site. Or, walk through the Santa 
Ynez Valley Botanic Garden at RiverView 
Park. Then eat locally grown food and 
wood-fired pizza at the wonderfully 

creative Industrial Eats Restaurant & 
Butcher Shop.  

Discover hip vintage Airstreams, luxury 
safari tents, wine cottages with grapevines 
growing between backyards and national 
park-themed cabins offering an amazing 
lodging experience at Flying Flags RV 
Resort & Camping. There are also more 
than 300 RV spots, two outdoor pools and 
jacuzzis. 

Learn more at DiscoverBuellton.com.

Beautiful Buellton
By Tori Peglar

MyYosemitePark.com         29

BEST OF THE COAST
Santa Barbara to Buellton

YOS2023_RoadTrip_Best-Coast_9.indd   29YOS2023_RoadTrip_Best-Coast_9.indd   29 11/1/22   10:13 AM11/1/22   10:13 AM

www.discoverbuellton.com

Download the app and 
start planning your 
adventure today.

#SkipTheBigCities

Sometimes all you need 
is to escape the ordinary.

LIVE IT. 
BREATHE 
IT. 

VISITATASCADERO.COM
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Lompoc’s Top 5
Pronounced “Lom-poke,” this scenic valley town offers a ton to see and do year-round. 

By Tori Peglar

Learn more at ExploreLompoc.com.

1  Explore a Mission

Founded in 1787, La 
Purisima Mission State 
Historic Park is the most 
extensively restored 
mission of the 21 in 
California. Explore the 
restored buildings, visitor 
center exhibits and 25  
miles of trails in this  
2,000-acre park. 
 
2  See Big Art

In Old Town Lompoc, 40 
enormous murals appear 
on street corners, in alley 
ways and on sides of 
buildings, making a  
vibrant outdoor art 
gallery that you can stroll. 
Download the art mural 
walking tour guide at 
ExploreLompoc.com or 
stop by the Lompoc Valley 
Chamber of Commerce  
& Visitors Bureau for a 
mural map.

3  Sip Award-
Winning Wines

Check out the Lompoc 
Wine Ghetto and the 
Sta. Rita Hills. Featuring 
wineries, tasting rooms 
and production facilities 
located off Pacific Coast 
Hwy. 1 and 12th Street, 
the Wine Ghetto has 20 
boutique tasting rooms. It’s 

easy to visit a number of 
them and sample area 
wines. Nearby in the 
Sta. Rita Hills, you’ll find 
award-winning wines and 
gorgeous vineyard vistas 
perfect for picnicking.

4  Stroll a  
Secluded Beach

Just 30 minutes from 
downtown Lompoc, 
remote Jalama Beach 
is a popular surfing and 
kite-surfing destination. 
It’s a great spot to stroll 
the sand and admire 
beach rocks, but the 
water can be rough for 
swimming. Grab a picnic 
table and enjoy a famous 
Jalama Burger from 
Beach Grill there.

5  Play a  
Championship 
Course

La Purisima Golf Course 
was designed by world-
renowned architect 
Robert Muir Graves. 
This 18-hole course has 
hosted pro tournaments 
from the PGA, LPGA 
and Senior PGA circuits. 
With spectacular vistas, 
it was recognized by Golf 
Magazine as part of the  
“Top 100 Public Courses 
in America.”

La Purisima Mission State Historic Park (Cherise 
Masukawa / Courtesy of Explore Lompoc)
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W hen you arrive at this laid-back 
destination, you’ll feel as if you’ve 

landed in the California beach town 
you’ve always fantasized about.

With its vibrant downtown lined with 
outdoor dining, a variety of lodging and 
great surf shops, park your car and start 
experiencing the California coastal culture 
you’ve seen in the movies. Don’t miss 
walking on its iconic Pismo Pier Plaza with 
its Instagram-worthy neon sign, whale-
themed playground and series of slides that 
lead down to the sand. You’ll also discover 
newly placed vintage Airstream trailers that 
house a restaurant, visitor information and 
an ocean sports shop. 

On your way to the pier, check out Pismo’s 
newest beachfront hotel, Vespera on Ocean, 

a Marriott Autograph Hotel. It offers 
oceanfront dining and upscale beach-
style rooms. Inn at the Pier, a craftsman-
style hotel with boutique rooms, is also a 
newcomer to the scene. If you’re looking 
for beachside RV camping without wind, 
head to Pismo Coast Village RV Resort. It’s 
located on 26 acres with a heated pool and 
within walking distance to town.

This iconic beach town offers more than 
just a laid-back vibe. It sits next to 27 
wineries in the Edna Valley and Arroyo 
Grande Valley wine regions. 

It’s home to a three-day party celebrating 
clams and their comeback that attracts 
15,000 people every year. Before surfing 
became vogue and the clams were 
overharvested, Pismo Beach was known as 

the “clam capital of the world.” 

Today, the Pismo Beach Clam Festival in 
October features live music, food trucks, 
a local clam chowder contest and wine 
walk. If you miss the festival, you can still 
celebrate Pismo’s heritage at the Splash 
Café, known for its excellent year-round 
clam chowder.

Thousands of monarch butterflies descend 
on Pismo Beach each year. Between late 
October and February, stop by the Pismo 
Beach Monarch Butterfly Grove, a half mile 
south of town just off Hwy. 1. It’s one of the 
largest monarch butterfly colonies in North 
America.

Learn more at ExperiencePismoBeach.com.

California Dreamin’
Experience the best of the Golden State’s beach culture in Pismo Beach.

By Tori Peglar

Pismo Beach (Courtesy Experience Pismo Beach)
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Relax. You're

   in Pismo Beach.

Come stay with us and 
check out our current Lodging 

Specials!

Toast to the distinct character of this lively seaside community, 

located only a short distance from some of California’s finest 

wineries. Book your stay today and make Pismo Beach your 

Wine and Waves destination.

ExperiencePismoBeach.com
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Grapes of 
Robles

Dive into California’s  
laidback wine and  

outdoor scene.
By Tori Peglar

D riving east from Hwy. 1, you’ll pass 
gorgeous rolling hills before you get 

a hint of what’s to come in the charming 
town of Paso Robles: green vines racing 
up and down the hillsides. You’ll discover 
more than 200 wineries and vineyards 
here, plus a friendly, laid-back town just 25 
minutes from the beach. Locals will tell you 
it’s a community made up of cowboys and 
surfers, so the wine is taken seriously but 
the vibe is laidback.

This means Paso Robles is the place to be 
whether you’re a wine aficionado or a casual 
traveler wanting to discover the best of 
authentic California. In addition to wine 
tasting, the wineries in the Paso Robles area 
offer tons of varied experiences, including 
those that are family-friendly. At Castoro 
Cellars, a certified organic winery, check in 
at the Whale Rock Disc Golf Course for 18 
holes designed for novice and expert disc 
throwers alike. At Ancient Peaks Winery, 
opt for the “Zip ’n Sip” VIP tour package 
where you’ll go on a zipline tour featuring 
six lines that soar over the Margarita 
Vineyard. Afterwards, a personal wine 
educator will give you a guided wine tasting.

You can even explore the vineyards on 
horseback. Head to CASS Winery for a 
trail ride through dry sandy washes and 
vineyard-laced hilltops. There’s also an 
evening ride option. If you’re looking for 
a motorized adventure, sign up for a Jeep 
tour at Halter Ranch, Steinbeck Vineyards 

or Villa San-Juliette. Or experience Paso 
Robles’ historic roots when you stop by 
Tobin James Cellars and sip wine at the 
1860s Brunswick mahogany bar in what 
was once a stagecoach stop.

Swing by Tin City, a walkable warehouse 
district three miles south of downtown 
made up of modern, metal buildings 
housing BarrelHouse Brewery, Tin City 
Cider, Wine Shine Distillery and more than 
20 different winery tasting rooms. You’ll 
find lawn games and food trucks serving 
up Paso Robles-style cowboy barbecue and 
wood-fired flatbreads. 

The Paso Market Walk is also worth 
your time. It’s a mixed-use development 
that features a number of locally owned 
businesses, including Finca, a Northern 
Mexican restaurant that serves traditional 
and regionally inspired cuisine. The 
Vreamery Vegan Cheese Shop and Melt Bar 

is the country’s third vegan cheese shop, 
and Momotaro Ramen serves up fresh 
Japanese noodle dishes. At Joebella Coffee 
Roasters, you’ll run into just about everyone 
who works in the wine industry before they 
head to work in the morning. The Lofts at 
The Market is here too, offering six private 
luxury suites.

In the evening, visit Light at Sensorio where 
nearly 60,000 stemmed-glass spheres light 
up 15 rolling acres. Created by British artist 
Bruce Munro, the spheres are lit by fiber 
optic solar-powered cables. Afterwards, 
sleep in one of Paso Robles many elegant 
vineyard-based hotels like Allegretto 
Vineyard Resort, boutique hotels like  
The Piccolo in the heart of downtown or  
the more casual Stables Inn, a 19-room 
boutique motel three blocks from the 
historic downtown park.

Learn more at TravelPaso.com.

Girl’s trip barrel tasting at CASS Winery 
(Courtesy of Travel Paso and CASS Winery)
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I f a stroll along a beach to watch elephant seals in the morning 
and a drive through a zebra herd to tour a castle in the a� ernoon 

sounds like a fantasy, think again. In San Simeon, this is just another 
day on a perfect weekend getaway.

Located on the southern edge of the Big Sur Scenic Drive, just 
an hour from the famous Bixby Creek Bridge, San Simeon is a 
serene and family-friendly small town nestled along the Paci� c 
coast. It’s also the home of the stunning Hearst Castle built by 
the media tycoon William Randolph Hearst from 1919-1947. 
It ful� lled his lifelong dream to build an estate that echoed 
those he had seen during his travels in Europe. He le�  in 1947 
because of poor health, with the blueprints of architect Julia 
Morgan not yet completed.   

� e castle itself is worthy of an all-day excursion. � is incredible 
165-room home and its accompanying grounds are covered by 12 
di� erent tours. Reservations are reccommended. A� er you park, 
you’ll ride a shuttle up to the castle where you’ll start your tour. 
A visitor favorite? � e pools, which are stunning but are only for 
viewing, not swimming, and can be visited at the end of every tour. 

For an action-packed stroll, head to the Boucher Trail at Piedras 
Blancas. � is � at trail will bring you past one of the most accessible 

elephant seal colonies in the world where docents from the Friends 
of the Elephant Seal Society will help you learn more about these 
massive creatures. � e seals are visible on the beach year-round, but 
January, April and October are the peak times to see them.

Keep walking down the 4-mile roundtrip trail to see the Piedras 
Blancas Light Station. Year-round tours of the beautiful lighthouse 
are available, but advanced reservations are recommended.

A� er a morning spent hiking, head to Hearst Ranch Winery where 
you can sip on local wines while enjoying views of the bay and the 
Hearst Castle in the distance. As you drive Hwy. 1 to the winery, 
keep your eyes peeled for herds of wild zebras and elk mingling, 
these creatures le� over from Hearst’s zoo that was once the largest 
private zoo in the world. 

Don’t miss Cavalier Coastal Kitchen in San Simeon for a relaxing 
meal. It serves fresh seafood, like mouthwatering salmon, with 
views on the water, and you can end the meal at the � repits, toasting 
marshmallows for s’mores. 

Learn more at VisitSanSimeonCA.com. 

Incredible wildlife, breathtaking scenery and fascinating history await along Hwy. 1. 
By Mikaela Ruland

In Atascadero you’ll fi nd a genuine, no 
fuss community full of open spaces 
and incredible food which serves as a 
perfect hub to the inland area east of 
California’s central coast.

Explore Atascadero’s beautiful 
outdoors to get some fresh air and 
sunshine to start your day. Hike 2.75 
miles to the peak of Cerro Alto for 
incredible views, or explore the 

three-mile trail system that follows an 
oak-lined creek in Three Bridges Oak 
Preserve. For an exhilarating option, 
head to the nearby town of Santa 
Margarita for a zipline tour with 
Margarita Adventures. 

Don’t miss the family-friendly Brews 
and Burgers Trail featuring more than 
20 breweries, cideries and restaurants 
to give you a di� erent taste of 

California’s food and beverage scene. 
Stop in at the popular Sylvester’s 
Burgers, a bright yellow building with 
a retro interior that’s been serving up 
burgers since 1988. Another fun set of 
stops on the trail are Bristol Cider 
House and The Poisoned Apple, 
serving locally made hard cider. 

Learn more at VisitAtascadero.com.

Brews, 
Burgers 
& Trails 
By Mikaela Ruland

 Stunning San Simeon

PHOTO: Hearst Castle in San Simeon (Christopher Petro for Visit SLOCAL)

 Stunning San Simeon Stunning San Simeon
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Big Sur
Big Sur is the 
quintessential image 
of the California coast: 
rugged and beautiful. 
From the picturesque 
Bixby Bridge to the 
mythical-looking 
McWay Falls, you’ll 
be stopping every few 
minutes on this 90-
mile stretch of road to 
snap photos.   

Take Paci� c Coast 
Highway 1 north 
from San Simeon to 
the McWay Waterfall 
Trailhead on the east 
side of the road. Walk 
a gentle, half-mile 
trail to an overlook 
giving you great 
views of the famous 
waterfall. � ere is 
no access to get up 
close to the falls and 
it’s illegal to scramble 
down the cli� s. 

For a hike where 
you can get closer to 
a waterfall, take the 
Pfei� er Falls Trail, 
which is 2 miles 
roundtrip and winds 
through the gorgeous 
redwood forest of 
Pfei� er Big Sur State 
Park. Don’t miss 
dinner at the Big Sur 
Lodge a� erwards. 

Big Sur Bixby Bridge on Hwy. 1 
(Depositphotos)
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H ome to a deep underwater canyon, vast 
kelp forests and abundant ocean life, the 

Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary is an 
incredible example of conservation. Stretching from 
San Francisco in the north 276 miles to Cambria 
in the south, the sanctuary is one of the largest in 
the country. It extends an average of 30 miles out 
into the ocean and is even bigger than Yellowstone. 
� e sanctuary is protected from oil drilling, ocean 
dumping and seabed mining, but other commercial 
activities like � shing and recreation are allowed.

� is part of the Paci� c Ocean is one of the most 
productive ocean ecosystems in the world. Countless 
species call the sanctuary home from humpback 
whales to common dolphins to sea otters. To watch 

for big marine wildlife and seabirds and to learn 
more about the sanctuary, visit the visitor centers 
in San Simeon or Santa Cruz, or step out onto the 
ocean-view decks at the Monterey Bay Aquarium in 
Monterey. To see some of the smaller creatures that 
live in the bay, explore tide pools at Natural Bridges 
State Beach in Santa Cruz or William Randolph 
Hearst Memorial Beach in San Simeon. To really get a 
taste of the sanctuary though, the best way to explore 
is by water. You’ll � nd a variety of rentals and tour 
operators to do everything from kayaking to whale 
watching to diving in the sanctuary’s waters in the 
towns along the coast.   

Learn more at montereybay.noaa.gov. 

The 
Big 

Blue
By Mikaela Ruland

PHOTO: Humpback Whale 
(Ge� y Images)
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on California’s Famous Highway 1.

Plan a roadtrip of a lifetime to beautiful San Simeon, 
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1  Santa Cruz Wharf

The longest timber pile pier in the U.S., Santa 
Cruz Wharf stretches half-a-mile into the 
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary. From 
its end, you’ll get 360-degree views of Monterey 
Bay. Steamer Lane, Santa Cruz’ most iconic surf 
beach is also visible from the wharf. 

TIP: If you want to get in on the surfi ng scene, 
book lessons with Club Ed or Richard Schmidt 
surf schools right in town.   

2  Lester Estate Wines

This winery combines great bo� les with an 
even be� er atmosphere. Wine tastings are 
held on Saturdays on an outdoor patio under 
beautiful, sprawling trees. You can also tour 
the 210-acre Deer Park Ranch in a restored 
1981 Range Rover Defender. 

TIP: Check out the Corralitos Wine Trail if you 
want to make a day out of wine tasting. 

3 Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park

Part of the only contiguous stand of redwoods 
on the central coast, this special park in Felton 
is perfect for a family-friendly stroll or a more 
strenuous hike. The Redwood Grove Loop 
Trail circles some of the biggest trees and is 
accessible to strollers and wheelchairs. 

TIP: For a di� erent experience, ride the Roaring 
Camp Steam Train through the redwoods. 

4  Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk

This classic boardwalk is fun for the whole 
family. It’s home to two national historic 
landmarks: the wooden Giant Dipper Roller 
Coaster opened in 1924 and the Loo�  Carousel 
which has more than 70 hand-carved horses 
and opened in 1911.

TIP: Stop by The Picnic Basket at 125 Beach 
Street to get sandwiches, salads, co� ee and 
more to enjoy on the beach. The Market 
Salad is a favorite.

5  Natural Bridges State Beach

Plan your stop at this beautiful beach in Santa 
Cruz to coincide with low tide when you can 
walk under its namesake natural sandstone 
arch and explore tide pools. 

TIP: If you visit October through March, you 
might spot wintering Monarch bu� erfl ies in 
the park’s bu� erfl y preserve. 

6  Martinelli’s Company Store

The sparkling cider that’s graced holiday 
tables for generations has been family-owned 
and produced in Watsonville since 1868. Visit 
the tasting room to learn about the company’s 
history, sample complimentary cider and 
sparkling juices and bring home varietals and 
blends that aren’t o� en found in stores. 

TIP: To discover more local products, head to 
the Downtown Santa Cruz Farmer’s Market on 
Wednesday a� ernoons. 

Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk (Courtesy Visit 
Santa Cruz County and Beach Boardwalk)

Learn more at SantaCruz.org.

Santa Cruz 6
Santa Cruz and the surrounding region are synonymous with surf culture and while there’s no 

shortage of places to catch great waves, there’s so much more. From giant redwoods to bucolic 
vineyards, here are six of the best stops in the area. 

By Mikaela Ruland

40        YOSEMITE EDITION 2023

BEST OF THE COAST
Big Sur to Santa Cruz

YOS2023_RoadTrip_Best-Coast_9.indd   40YOS2023_RoadTrip_Best-Coast_9.indd   40 11/1/22   10:14 AM11/1/22   10:14 AM



C O U N T Y C
AL

IF
O
R
N
IA

Visit Now

s a n t a c r u z . o r g

Walk among towering old growth coastal Redwoods. 

Explore 14 state parks and 29 miles of coastal bluffs 

and sandy beaches. One trip to Santa Cruz County 

and you’re bound to leave a little different.THAN TOURISTS

More Trees
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N ot far from the giants of Silicon Valley sits a quaint town 
where you can drive to friendly boutique wineries, explore 

a gorgeous children’s theme park and dine in what is known as the 
“Garlic Capital of the World.”

Get a taste of Gilroy’s world-famous garlic scene year-round by 
following its Road to Garlic map. It covers where to eat, drink and 
shop all things garlic. Opt for garlic soup and ice cream at the casual 
Garlic City Café. At Old City Hall, you’ll find fine dining, delicious 
garlic dishes and restrooms behind bars from the days when the 
building housed the city jail. The Milias Restaurant, which opened 
in 1922, also offers great dining with dishes containing garlic.

Then admire the gorgeous landscape as you tour the beautiful 
Santa Clara Wine Trail with tasting opportunities at 30-plus 
wineries. Or head to the seasonal Gilroy Gardens Family Theme 

Park, which includes more than 40 rides and attractions, the 
super splashy Water Oasis play area, majestic gardens and wildly 
shaped trees known as “circus trees.” The rides here are shaped into 
fantastic artichokes, apples and, of course, garlic bulbs. 

If you still need some gear for your Yosemite stay, shop top 
designer brands at Gilroy Premium Outlets. Save 25-65% on 
outdoor recreation gear from Columbia, The North Face, Eddie 
Bauer and Timberland. And stock up on healthy snacks and 
sweet treats for the road at Casa de Fruta, the iconic roadside 
attraction with fresh produce, wine tasting, an antique carousel 
and 24-hour restaurant.

Get more information at VisitGilroy.com or stop by the California 
Welcome Center in Gilroy, 8155-6 Arroyo Circle, in the Gilroy 
Premium Outlets Building A near Forever 21.

Local Flavor
A gorgeous wine trail, beautiful family theme park and designer shops await.

By Tori Peglar

Hiking in Harvey Bear Ranch County Park  
(Courtesy of Visit Gilroy)
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1  Explore a Cave

On the 2.2-mile Moses 
Spring to Rim Trail Loop 
at the Bear Gulch Day 
Use Area, you’ll pass rock 
formations, a reservoir and 
Bear Gulch Cave that’s 
open seasonally. You’ll need 
a fl ashlight for the cave. 

2  Admire the 
High Peaks

Head to the High Peaks 
to Bear Gulch Loop that’s 
a strenuous 6.7 miles 
roundtrip with 1,425 feet in 
elevation gain. You’ll hike 
into the High Peaks and 
then descend the ridge, 
passing through meadows 
and stands of sycamore 
and oak trees. 

3  Spot a Condor

The park’s California 
condors live in rocky cli� s 
on the High Peaks and 
Balcony Cli� s trails. But 
you can o� en spot them 
from the Chaparral and 
Bear Gulch parking lots. 
Early mornings are the best 
time to see them roosting. 
Condors have a 10-foot 
wingspan, the largest in 
North America. 

4  A� end a 
Ranger Program

The park’s rangers o� er 
fun, educational programs, 
so check in at the visitor 
center for a program 
schedule. Otherwise, watch 
the sunset from the west 
side of Prewe�  Point Trail 
or go stargazing. 

5  See Iconic 
Rock Formations

From the Pinnacles Visitor 
Center, hike to Balconies 
Cave, a 9.4-mile, roundtrip 
moderate hike. You’ll see 
Balconies Cave (bring a 
fl ashlight) and the largest 
rock formations in the park 
along the way.  

6  Camp in the Park

Spend the night at 
Pinnacles Campground 
that can only be reached 
from the East Entrance of 
the park since there are no 
connecting roads between 
the two park entrances. 
The campground o� ers 
tent and RV sites, along 
with an in-ground pool. 

Pinnacles Top 6
Here are some of our favorite things to do, from gorgeous hikes to exploring a cave. 

By Tori Peglar

Pinnacles National Park  (Courtesy 
of San Benito County Chamber)
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O nly 10 years old as of 2023, Pinnacles 
National Park has yet to be discovered 

by the masses. It’s an incredible hidden 
gem with its dormant volcanoes, which are 
today’s pinnacles, the critically endangered 
California condor, three fault lines and 
stunning caves. Turn to page 43 to discover 
the best things to do in the park. 

A� erwards, explore the area’s rolling 
vineyard-covered hills along the Cienega 
Road Wine Trail near Hollister. Stop for 
tastings at Eden Ri� , California’s oldest 
continuously producing vineyard, enjoy a 
glass of award-winning pinot noir at Calera 
and see what was once the world’s largest 
wine cellar spanning four acres at DeRose.

Locals liken driving the road to driving 
through a Pinterest board—it’s just that 
gorgeous.  

Nearby Hollister is the gateway to 
Pinnacles National Park and is de� nitely 
worth the visit. Stroll historic downtown 
Hollister, which celebrated 150 years in 
2022, and check out more than 120 places 
to eat, like local favorite Grillin’ & Chillin’ 
Alehouse, at SavorSanBenito.com. 

� e Calaveras Fault meets the San 
Andreas Fault near Hollister, and you 
can see how the seismic activity has 
shi� ed sidewalks and curbs. Pick up 
a map at the San Benito Chamber of 
Commerce and Visitors Center to tour 
the fault’s slow work, including shi� ing 
a residential walkway two feet, so it no 
longer lines up with a house’s front door. 
When you reach Dunne Park, you’ll see 
the fault has created slight upli�  in a 
north-south direction.

Don’t miss Hollister Hills State Vehicular 
Recreation Area, which o� ers four-wheel 
drive, ATV and motorcycle opportunities, 
along with hiking, biking and equestrian 
trails, picnic areas and camping. It straddles 
the San Andreas Fault in the Gabilan 
Mountains. Another spot worth visiting 
is San Juan Bautista State Historic Park, 
which preserves a large number of Spanish-
era buildings including the Mission San 
Juan Bautista. 

When it’s time for bed, choose from options 
like the modern Holiday Inn Express, or the 
Mission Farm RV Park which is 101 years 
old and has historic buildings on-site.  

Learn more at DiscoverSanBenitoCounty.com.

The Pinnacle of a Getaway 
Less-traveled Pinnacles National Park, a gorgeous vineyard trail 

and historic areas await in towns like Hollister in San Benito County.
By Tori Peglar

PHOTO: Sunfl ower fi eld (Courtesy 
of San Benito County Chamber)
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Whose Land 
Am I On?
Humans have lived in Yosemite 
Valley for up to 8,000 years 
and by the early 19th century, 
included the Southern Sierra 
Miwok, Mono Lake Paiute, 
Mission Indians, Chukchansi 
Yokuts and Western Mono 
people. When white gold miners 
� owed into the valley in 1849, 
they were ruthless in their 
pursuits and killed many of the 
Indigenous people living there. 
In 1851, the state-sponsored 
Mariposa Battalion raided and 
destroyed the native villages 
to make room for miners. As 
con� icts increased, the state sent 
the tribes to live on reservations. 

In this vacuum, John Muir 
visited Yosemite and began 
his campaign to turn it into a 
national park, which succeeded 
in 1890. About 15 Miwok and 
Paiute families continued to 
live in the valley even a� er it 
was designated a park. � e 
village was seen as employee 
housing, since many worked 
in the park. By 1969, the Park 
Service decided to destroy the 
village. It wasn’t until 2019 that 
the Southern Indian Council 
of Mariposa County (formed 
by the Miwok people) won 
a proposal to build a village 
inside the park to showcase 
their history and use for cultural 
practices. It can be found near 
bus stop #5 in Yosemite Valley. 
� e Southern Indian Council 
of Mariposa County is still 
petitioning the government for 
federal recognition.    

housing, since many worked 
in the park. By 1969, the Park 
Service decided to destroy the 
village. It wasn’t until 2019 that 
the Southern Indian Council 
of Mariposa County (formed 
by the Miwok people) won 
a proposal to build a village 
inside the park to showcase 
their history and use for cultural 
practices. It can be found near 
bus stop #5 in Yosemite Valley. 
� e Southern Indian Council 
of Mariposa County is still 
petitioning the government for 
federal recognition.    Upper Yosemite Falls 

in Yosemite Valley 
(Grant Ordelheide)
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Bird’s Eye View
By Mikaela Ruland

F or a perspective of Yosemite that few 
get to see, take a scenic flight with 

AirBorrn Aviation/Yosemite Airways. 
On this one-hour tour departing from 
Mariposa, you’ll fly in a four-seat Cessna 
aircraft and soar high above Yosemite 
Valley. Protecting the peace and quiet 
of Yosemite is important to AirBorrn 
Aviation, so your plane will fly at altitudes 
high enough that people and wildlife 
on the ground below won’t even notice 
you’re there. The flight provides sweeping 
views of the park from the air. You’ll peer 
down at Yosemite Valley, see the imposing 
faces of El Capitan and Half Dome from 
above and even pass high above the giant 

sequoias of Mariposa Grove, which don’t 
look so giant from the sky. 

“No matter what day you go up, the 
views are always incredible,” says owner 
Tony Borreson. “Sometimes you’ll see 
snow-capped peaks or sometimes you’ll 
see a rainbow in the mist from one of 
the waterfalls.”

The company has three planes that can fit 
up to three passengers apiece, depending 
on total weight. Each flight is private so 
your party will get an intimate experience 
with a knowledgeable pilot explaining 
what you’re seeing over a headset. The 

views are great no matter which flight 
you choose, but photographers will want 
to book the plane nicknamed “Joy” which 
has bubble windows up front and port 
windows in the rear that open to allow 
for unobstructed photos. You can book 
a flight year-round, thanks to heaters 
inside the plane to keep you warm on 
winter days. 

At $199 per person, these scenic flights 
are some of the most affordable you’ll 
encounter. 

Learn more and book your flight at 
YosemiteAviation.com.
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209-966-2143 www.yosemiteaviation.com
AirBorrnAviation@gmail.com

“A ONCE IN A LIFETIME EXPERIENCE”

SCENIC AERIAL TOURS
AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY

Amateurs • Professionals
Photographers • Videographers

Be sure to bring your cameras,
digital video recorders or GoPro. 
This will be an adventure you 
will want to share with everyone.

Words can not describe the 
intense thrill, emotional awe and 
wonderment you will experience 
when you fly above the beautiful 
natural landscapes.

5020 Macready Way, Mariposa Airport, 
Mariposa CA 95338

Per 
Passenger 
Rate:
2-3 Passengers $199 each
Weekends & Weekdays
Maximum 3-Passengers
Reservations required.
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J ust 30 miles from Yosemite’s South 
Entrance lies a resort with a luxurious 

pool experience, a spa with a full-service 
salon, modern hotel rooms and a casino. 

At Chukchansi Gold Resort & Casino in 
Coarsegold, a AAA Four Diamond property, 
you’ll find remodeled hotel rooms featuring 
sophisticated designer amenities, luxury 
linens and spa bath products. Slip into 
your robe and slippers before taking in a 
spectacular sunset over the Sierra or order a 
bottle of wine to enjoy fireside in your suite. 

Then enjoy a cocktail and appetizers at 
Nativo’s outdoor canopied terrace, taking in 
Lilley Mountain and the Sierra foothills. For 
dinner, head to Casa de Fuego where you’ll 
find hand-shaken margaritas made from 

an extensive tequila menu, fish tacos and 
carne asada burritos. Or head to Vintage 
Steakhouse where you can order entrees 
like filet mignon or double-cut pork chops 
with delicious sides like lobster mac & 
cheese. It earned a prestiged Wine Spectator 
Restaurant Award of Excellence.

Guests can enjoy live entertainment 
during Chukchansi’s Summer Concert 
Series in its outdoor pavillion featuring 
bands like the Beach Boys or head to the 
casino for 73,000 square feet of gaming 
including slot machines and table games. 
Keep the party going throughout the night 
with live entertainment at the Firehouse 
Lounge, which offers a smoke-free gaming 
area, a full-service bar, 49 slot machines 
and two table games. 

If you register for a Rewards Card, you’ll 
earn points for dining and accommodations 
as you play. If you’re looking for some self-
care, opt for a cleansing facial, manicure or a 
therapeutic massage at Serenity Springs Spa. 

Owned by the Picayune Rancheria of 
Chukchansi Indians, the resort is located 
off Hwy. 41, three miles south of the town 
of Coarsegold. It has been voted No. 1 for 
best casino in Fresno Bee’s Annual People’s 
Choice Awards, and its newly renovated 
conference center can accommodate 
events of all sizes with special rates. 

Learn more at ChukchansiGold.com.

Straight Bet
Stay at this modern resort with a stunning indoor/outdoor swimming pool, open-air concerts and gaming.

By Tori Peglar

PHOTO: Aerial View of Chukchansi Gold Resort  
& Casino (Courtesy of Chukchansi Gold  
Resort & Casino)
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W ish you had your own guide 
while touring Yosemite?  

Download the GyPSy Guide App.

“We create that experience for 
people who want to remain 
independent and self-tour and still 
enjoy the entertainment of a guided 
tour,” says Rick Bulich, founder of 
GyPSy Guide.  

The app automatically plays a guided 
commentary as you drive, based on 
your location. The narration includes 
behind-the-scenes stories, explaining 
the spectacular geology and fascinating 
characters associated with Yosemite’s 
past and present, along with local tips 
with directions. It tells you about sights 
and side trips coming up, so you can 
decide whether you want to stop at 

places like where Capitan Kirk from
Star Trek V free-climbed El Capitan.

Because the app uses your phone’s GPS 
signal, not cell towers, no cell network 
or WiFi is required while touring.

Download driving tours for Yosemite, 
Big Sur, Hwy. 1 and more at 
GyPSyGuide.com.

TOUR
Like A Local

By Mikaela Ruland
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