
Explore Death Valley, Yosemite, Kings Canyon and Sequoia 

national parks on this stunning 1,377-mile adventure.  

VIVA 
LAS VEGAS
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W hile the glittering lights 
and entertainment in 
Las Vegas can be 

intoxicating, there is much to be 
discovered beyond � e Strip. A� er 
catching a show and lounging by your 
hotel pool, load up your car and hit the 
road to Death Valley National Park. 

Before you get to the park’s entrance, 
you’ll drive into Death Valley Junction, 
home of the historic white stucco 
Amargosa Opera House and Hotel. 
Grab a cup of great co� ee at the 
Amargosa Cafe. Ask around 

to see the inside of the opera house 
where ballerina and Broadway 
dancer Marta Becket performed 
for more than 40 years. 

From there, head to Death Valley 
National Park, stopping at Zabriskie 
Point for mesmerizing views. � en 
drive north through “the other side of 
California,” a startlingly beautiful 
high desert with sparsely populated 
towns like Bishop and Lone Pine that 
are full of character. � en enter 
Yosemite through the East Entrance, 
taking Tioga Road past alpine 

meadows before dropping into 
Yosemite Valley. See pages 4-19 
for what to see and do. A� er 
exploring the park, exit through 
the South Entrance and visit the 
hidden gems of Sequoia and Kings 
Canyon national parks.

Just outside the two parks are towns 
like Visalia and Exeter, which are part 
of one of the world’s most productive 
agriculture areas. Take an agri-tour. 
� en stop in Bakers� eld on your 
return route to Las Vegas. Learn more 
in the pages to follow. 

ExeterExeterExeterExeterExeterExeterExeterExeterExeterExeterExeterExeterExeter

PHOTOS: Mesquite Flat Sand Dunes in Death Valley National Park (Depositphotos), Kings Canyon National Park (Grant Ordelheide)
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ZABRISKIE POINT
A� er you enter the park, Zabriskie 
Point is your � rst major scenic 
stop. A fantastic sunrise or sunset 
location for photographers, 
Zabriskie Point is one of the park’s 
most iconic features. It’s just 
minutes from � e Oasis at Death 
Valley, a collection of hotels and 
restaurants. You’ll have to walk up 
a very short but fairly steep paved 
hill to see the view. You’ll see 
striking badlands with bands of 
purples, reds, oranges and tan 
colors. � e short moderate 
2.7-mile round-trip Badlands Loop 
leaves from the parking lot.  

ARTIST'S PALETTE
It becomes very apparent why 
this area along Artist’s Drive is 
called Artist’s Palette because it 
looks as though an artist swept 
her brush across the hillsides. 
A� er passing � e Inn at � e 
Oasis on your right, take a le�  
onto Badwater Road. On Artist’s 
Drive, a one-way road, you’ll go 
about 5 miles until you arrive at 
Artist’s Palette. Take in the views 
from the parking lot or walk as 
far as you want up the dirt trail 
for even better views. � e rest of 
the drive to Badwater Road rolls 
through some wonderful 
up-and-down hills that feel 
almost roller coaster-esque. 

DEVILS GOLF COURSE
Continue south on Badwater 
Road to see this curious sight 
covered with thousands of jagged 
spires made from rock salt eroded 
from the valley’s wind and 
infrequent rainfall. � e park 
service recommends viewing it 
from the parking lot to avoid 
anyone damaging the fragile 
landscape. What makes it really 
unusual is the Rice Krispies-like 
popping sounds you’ll hear if you 
listen carefully or put your ear to 
the ground. It’s the sound of tiny 
salt crystals popping as they 
shrink and expand with 
� uctuating temperatures. 

Just two hours from Las 

Vegas is stunning Death 

Valley National Park. Here 

are our top stops, plus 

road-trip tips, for a fantastic 

scenic drive on the way to 

Yosemite National Park.  

By Tori Peglar

DEATH VALLEY'S 6 SCENIC STOPS

PHOTOS (Clockwise from this page): Mesquite Flat Sand Dunes (Depositphotos), Badwater Basin (Michael Wilson), Devils Golf Course (Michel Hersen), 
Zabriskie Point (Unsplash / Johannes Plenio), Artist's Palette  (Depositphotos)

VIVA LAS VEGAS
LAS VEGAS TO DEATH VALLEY NATIONAL PARK

118 miles, 2 hours and 15 minutes
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BADWATER BASIN 
Up next? Farther south, you’ll 
find yourself 282 feet below sea 
level, the lowest point in North 
America. While you won’t be 
submerged under water, you’ll be 
surrounded by polygon-shaped 
salt flats. Take in the 
mesmerizing views from your 
car in the parking lot. Or if it's 
cool out, walk past the short 
wooden boardwalk and then 
onto the packed white salt flats 
for a quarter mile before turning 
around and returning to the 
parking lot. 

MESQUITE FLAT  
SAND DUNES
Head back to Hwy. 190 North to 
reach awe-inspiring and super 
accessible dunes located right 
near Stovepipe Wells. You can get 
to them via Hwy. 190 or via the 
unpaved Sand Dunes Road. 
From Hwy. 190, you literally pull 
up in front of the dunes, the 
highest of which is 100 feet tall. 
The best photos of these dunes 
are at sunrise and sunset. Get out 
of the car and explore them with 
covered shoes because the sand 
heats up as the sun rises higher 
in the sky. 

RAINBOW CANYON
Located on the far western  
edge of the park near Panamint 
Springs, Rainbow Canyon  
offers more than views of the 
Panamint Mountains and a deep 
crease of a canyon. Since World 
War II, the U.S. military has  
used this restricted military 
airspace for fighter jet training. 
Whether you’ll see fighter jets  
is unpredictable, but they  
come through on weekdays.  
Park at Father Crowley Vista 
Point, which has a bathroom  
and overlook. 

Four Road 
Travel Tips

1 CHECK YOUR BATTERY
Before your road trip, check your 
battery’s charge. Heat saps its 
strength, so make sure you have a 
full charge, especially driving 
through Death Valley. 

2 INFLATE YOUR TIRES
Avoid a tire blowout or wasting gas 
mileage by inflating each tire to your 
car’s recommended tire pressure. 
That number is usually located in 
your car’s owner’s manual or on a 
sticker inside your passenger door. 

3 EXAMINE YOUR TREADS
Stick a penny in a tire tread with 
Lincoln's head upside down. If you 
can see his whole head, you need 
new tires. The shallower the tread, 
the less responsive your tires are to 
wet, snowy or icy conditions. 

4 HAVE A SPARE
Pack a spare and make sure it's 
properly inflated and has solid  
tread depth. 

VIVA LAS VEGAS
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SEE THE STARS
� e fun doesn’t stop when the sun goes down in the towns of Bishop, Big Pine and Independence. 

By Mikaela Ruland
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T here are few places in the country where 
you’ll be treated to a better view of the 
night sky than the Eastern Sierra. With 

little light pollution and more than 330 clear 
nights each year, the high desert of Inyo County is 
even more beautiful when the sun goes down. 
From the outdoorsy town of Bishop, drive just 10 
minutes west to Buttermilk Road. A world-class 
bouldering destination by day, you’ll get an 
unparalleled night time view of Mt. Tom and 
Wheeler Ridge. 

� e Schulman Grove Visitor Center, located in the 
Ancient Bristlecone Pine Forest an hour’s drive 
east of Bishop, has a large patio and boardwalks 
that make for a perfect place to stargaze. Whether 
you visit this incredible spot during the day or 
night, you’ll see some of the oldest living things on 
Earth. A bristlecone pine tree, known as the 
“Methuselah” tree, is still alive a� er 4,850 years. 
� ere’s nothing quite like a daytime walk among it 
and other ancient bristlecone pines, many more 
than 2,000 years old.

Beyond, there’s still more to explore in towns like 
Big Pine, Independence and Bishop. 

Without a doubt, the picturesque mountains and 
alpine lakes near Bishop are a must see. Head to 
South Lake, 25 minutes outside of Bishop, to rent 
a kayak at Parchers Resort and paddle under 
impressive peaks. If you’re feeling adventurous, 
lace up your hiking boots and hike the 5.4-mile 

VIVA LAS VEGAS
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one-way Treasure Lakes Trail for unparalleled Sierra Nevada beauty. � e 
trail continues to Upper Treasure Lake, 2.8 miles further.

Still can’t get those magni� cent stars out of your head? To learn more 
about the night sky, stop by the Owens Valley Radio Observatory in Big 
Pine on the � rst Monday of every month at 1 p.m. for a tour. Focused on 
radio astronomy and cosmology, the observatory a� ectionately known 
as “Big Ears” literally listens to space. 

For a taste of the area’s history, don't miss Owens Valley Paiute 
Shoshone Cultural Center that provides a detailed look at the local 
Paiute and Shoshone tribes from beautiful baskets to intricate beads and 
tools. It's at 2300 W Line St. in Bishop.

� e can’t miss event of the season is Bishop’s Mule Days. On May 25-30, 
2021, more than 700 mules and 30,000 spectators will descend on this 
eastern California town to celebrate its heritage of mule packing — a 
practice that continues today with the horse/donkey crosses helping to 
guide hikers into the backcountry. Mule competitions, country music, 
cowboy poetry and barbecue abound.

Learn more about what to do in Inyo County and Bishop at 
InyoCountyVisitor.com and BishopVisitor.com. 
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In 1864, the American Civil War 
was raging. But in the midst of 
bloodshed and chaos, there was a 

magnificent grove of ancient sequoia 
trees that came to President Abraham 
Lincoln’s attention. Tucked in the wilds 
of California, the Mariposa Grove of 
Giant Sequoias needed urgent 
protection before the trees were 
destroyed for lumber and development. 

Lincoln never visited the grove, but its 
500-plus trees must have stirred his 
imagination. Perhaps it was the 
awe-inspiring photographs taken by 
Carleton Watkins and the stories 
written about them by Galen Clark, a 
Canadian carpenter who built a cabin 
among the trees. On June 30, 1864, the 
president signed legislation introduced 
by Calif. Sen. John Conness that 
protected the grove and Yosemite Valley 
“for public use, resort, and recreation 
[and] shall be inalienable for all time.”

It’s difficult to understate the power of 
Lincoln’s signature on what was known 
as the Yosemite Grant. It was the first 
time our government designated land 
to protect it for the enjoyment of 
people. And it led to a new way of 
thinking about beautiful, wild 
places—that some natural corners of 
our country should be enjoyed and 
protected rather than developed. That 
we needed these irreplaceable corners 
of nature more for the human spirit 
than we ever cared to admit aloud. And 

that kind of thinking led to the creation 
of our first national park, Yellowstone, 
in 1872. 

The magnificent giants sequoias can live 
up to 3,000 years, but over time, visitors 
to the grove started negatively impact 
their health. In 2015, the park closed 
the grove for three years to restore it. A 
paved concrete parking lot had been 
weighing on the roots of the sequoias, 
threatening them, so it, along with a gift 
shop, was removed. Tram roads, and 
the motorized tours that used them, 
were closed. New trails and parking 
areas were built. It was the park’s biggest 
restoration project ever, and it aimed to 
protect the trees while still enabling 
visitors to visit them. It reopened in 
June 2018.

Experience the wonder of this 
inspiring grove with trees stretching 
300 feet high in the sky by walking the 
Grizzly Giant Loop Trail. It’s a 
moderate, two-mile loop that takes 
1.5-2 hours, depending on your pace, 
and circles around the edge of the 
grove. You’ll pass the iconic Bachelor 
and Three Graces trees, as well as  
the Grizzly Giant and California 
Tunnel Tree. 

Visitors with a valid disabled placard 
can drive as far as the Grizzly Giant 
parking area and enjoy this area of the 
grove via a section of trail that is 
wheelchair accessible.

THE GIVING TREES
Don’t leave Yosemite without visiting the  

Mariposa Grove of Giant Sequoias.

By Tori Peglar
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J ust 20 minutes from Yosemite National 
Park’s South Entrance lies a lakeside 
paradise where contemporary cabins 

are just a stroll from the shore, boats of all 
sizes are available for rent and the water in the 
summer reaches almost 80 degrees.

Established nearly 40 years ago, Miller’s 
Landing Resort on the breathtaking Bass Lake 
is where the 1988 hit movie The Great 
Outdoors, starring John Candy and Dan 
Aykroyd was filmed, among others. Bass 
Lake’s beauty has also landed it in Cadillac, 
Chrysler and Honda commercials. And it’s  
developed a loyal following from those who 
have stayed there over the years. If you meet 
any of them, they’ll probably spend some time 
talking about the legendary Miller Burger with 
a side of house-made Thousand Island 
Dressing that’s served at the resort’s grill.

“Bass Lake has a sweet charm that’s all its 
own, and Miller’s has been the perfect place 
for families to make happy summer 
memories together for almost four decades,” 
says Michelle Miller, manager of Miller’s 
Landing Resort.

 When you pull up to the resort, you’ll see a 
sign out front that claims Miller’s Landing 
Resort is “the second happiest place on 
Earth.” Disneyland, just five hours away to 
the south, lays claim to the official tagline 
“The happiest place on Earth.”

The resort offers a number of cabins for rent, 
including many that are two-family cabins. 
Most have washing machines and dryers, 
making it easy to pack lightly before you 
leave home and then wash what you wear at 
the resort. Each cabin is equipped with an 
outdoor fire pit where you can roast s’mores.

Once you check-in, head to the lake.  
You can rent all sorts of boats, including  
ski boats, waverunners, fishing boats  
and wakesurf boats by the hour, day or 
week. For those who want to power their 
own way around the lake, there are kayaks, 
canoes and stand-up paddleboards.  
It’s a fantastic way to explore without 
having to worry about fast boats or waves. 
Follow the orange buoys that bob up and 
down around the lake, marking the 
5-mile-per-hour zone. 

The best part about boating may be your 
ability to order your lunch on-the-go to your 
boat. All you have to do is call in your order, 
and the resort will meet you at the dock with 
your freshly cooked food. If you have room 
for dessert later on, hit the resort’s Ice Cream 
Fountain for traditional banana splits or the 
famous Fudge Bucket. 

Plus, you can rent (or buy) Pedego Electric 
Bikes at the resort by the hour, day or for 
multiple days. Cruise the south shore of Bass 
Lake in manual mode or get a boost when 
you opt for the electric-powered ride. Or 
ride to nearby Willow Creek waterfalls for a 
hike or swim.

And with Yosemite just down the road, it 
makes for a fantastic basecamp to see the 
park’s sights during the day and then leave 
the crowds and be home roasting s’mores in 
less than a half hour.

Learn more at MillersLanding.com.

LAKESIDE GETAWAY
Just 20 minutes from Yosemite National Park, Miller’s Landing Resort at Bass Lake offers a great basecamp full of lakeside fun, 

beautiful cabins and the best burger ever.

By Tori Peglar
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J ust 30 miles from Yosemite’s South Entrance lies a resort with a 
swimming pool, a spa with full-service salon services and 
modern hotel rooms.

At Chukchansi Gold Resort & Casino in Coarsegold, Calif., you’ll find 
remodeled hotel rooms featuring sophisticated designer amenities, 
luxury linens and spa bath products. Slip into your robe and slippers 
before taking in a spectacular sunset over the Sierra or order a bottle of 
wine to enjoy fireside in your suite.

Then enjoy a cocktail and appetizers at Nativo’s outdoor canopied 
terrace, taking in Lilly Mountain and the Sierra foothills. For dinner, 
head to Casa de Fuego where you’ll find hand-shaken margaritas 
made from an extensive tequila menu, fish tacos and carne asado 
burritos. Or head to Vintage Steakhouse where you can order entrees 
like filet mignon or double-cut pork chops with delicious sides like 
lobster mac & cheese.  

Guests looking for excitement can enjoy live entertainment with 
outdoor concerts featuring bands like the Beach Boys. Or head to the 

casino for the latest slots and fast-action table games and can keep the 
party going throughout the night with live entertainment at the 
Firehouse Lounge. A new, smoke-free gaming area is inside Firehouse 
Lounge that features a full-service bar, 49 slot machines and two table 
games. If you register for a Rewards Card, you’ll earn points for dining 
and accommodations as you play. 

If you’re looking for some self-care, pamper yourself and head to the 
tranquil atmosphere at Serenity Springs Spa. You can opt for a 
cleansing facial, manicure or a number of therapeutic massages 
including deep-tissue. 

Owned by the Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi Indians, the resort is 
located off Hwy. 41, three miles south of the town of Coarsegold and 
12 miles south of Oakhurst. 

It has been voted No. 1 for 13 years in Fresno Bee's Annual Peoples 
Choice Awards. 

Learn more at ChukchansiGold.com.

STRAIGHT BET
A modern resort with a swimming pool, outdoor concerts and gaming is just 30 miles from Yosemite. 

By Tori Peglar
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Must be 21 years of age or older and a Chukchansi Rewards Club Member. All guests must have a valid government-issued photo ID acceptable to management for all Chukchansi Rewards Club 
transactions. Management reserves all rights to cancel or modify all offers, promotions and/or events without prior notice. Restrictions and exclusions may apply, please visit website for further details. 

Chukchansi is enforcing safe gaming, social distancing and taking extra precautions to ensure your safety. Masks are mandatory. Visit our website for What to Expect During Your Visit.

than 400 spacious, newly remodeled rooms and luxurious suites.

flavor from our unique, award winning restaurants.

Nestled minutes from the majestic splendor of Yosemite National Park
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1   CLIMB MORO 
ROCK IN SEQUOIA
Moro Rock’s quarter-mile, 

350-plus step climb offers equally spectacular 

views as its more intense sister, Half Dome, 

located in Yosemite National Park.

 TIP: Park at the Giant Forest Museum and 

take the seasonal free shuttle to the trailhead 

to avoid circling for parking in the small lot at 

the rock’s base. On summer weekends, the 

shuttle is the only way to get to the trailhead.

2   DRIVE THROUGH 
SEQUOIA’S 
TUNNEL LOG

No trip to this park is complete without driving 

under the iconic Tunnel Log. In 1937, the 

2,000-year-old tree fell across the road and is 

now a tunnel.

 TIP: Tunnel Log is only 8 feet high, so taller 

vehicles must drive around.

3   SEE THE 
WORLD’S 
LARGEST TREE

General Sherman reigns king 

over the giant sequoias at 275 feet tall. See this 

noble tree via the half-mile Main Trail.

 TIP: To see more breathtaking giants, 

continue past General Sherman on the 

two-mile paved Congress Trail.

4   GO UNDERGROUND AT 
BOYDEN CAVERN NEAR 
KINGS CANYON

Join a walking tour into the cavern that 

departs on the hour to see awe-inspiring 

marble formations. The cavern is open late 

May through early November and tickets can 

be purchased at the cavern’s entrance. 

 TIP: The cavern remains a steady 55-degrees 

year-round, so bring a jacket.

5   SEE THE NATION’S 
CHRISTMAS TREE AT 
KINGS CANYON

Coined “The Nation’s Christmas Tree” by 

President Coolidge, the General Grant Tree is 

the second largest in the world.

 TIP: On the second Sunday of December, join 

the annual “Trek to the Tree” at 2:30 p.m. to 

celebrate the holidays, an event that’s been 

taking place for 95 years.

6   HIKE KINGS CANYON’S 
ZUMWALT MEADOW
You’ll see the best of Kings 

Canyon from granite walls to verdant green 

meadows on this 1.5-mile trail in the park’s 

Cedar Grove area.

 TIP: Heavy spring rains can flood this 

meadow, so always check trail conditions at the 

visitor center before heading out.

THREE PARKS IN THREE DAYS
Take the Majestic Mountain Loop, an action-packed, three-day itinerary to explore three of California’s favorite national parks. Below 

are our top highlights in Sequoia and Kings Canyon national parks. Turn to pages 4-19 for highlights in Yosemite National Park. 

By Mikaela Ruland

Learn more at www.MajesticMountainLoop.com. P
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G et outdoors and experience 
agri-tourism at its best in towns 
like Visalia, Calif., and Exeter, 

Calif., where farms that roll up to the towering 
Sierra Nevada mountains to the east are � lled 
with the intoxicating scent of peaches, table 
grapes, nectarines, kiwis and oranges.

“Many families are looking to enhance their 
national park trip by exploring the gateway 
communities just outside the parks,” says 
Suzanne Bianco, tourism marketing director 
of Visit Visalia, noting the area is nestled 
against Sequoia and Kings Canyon national 
parks. “Not only can visitors learn where their 
food comes from and in some cases how it’s 
made, they can taste fresh-from-the-farm 
meals cooked by local chefs who partner with 
the farmers for the freshest ingredients.”

Start o�  at Pita Gastropub or Fugazzis Bistro 
before heading to McKellar Farms, an orange 
and mandarin farm established in 1927 by the 
McKellar family in Ivanhoe. Bob McKellar 
o� ers tours by appointment only. 

Next, head to Bravo Farms’ cheese factory o�  
Hwy. 99 in Traver to sample cheese and 
Californian wine, watch sta�  make artisanal 
cheese, visit the petting farm and get a scoop of 
gourmet ice cream. You can dine at Wild Jacks 
restaurant. � ere’s a location in Tulare, as well.

Stop at the Bari Olive Oil gi�  shop and tasting 
room in Dinuba to discover infused and 
organic olive oil. Owners Ryan and Kyle 
Sawatzky are the � � h generation to farm the 
property founded in 1936. And don’t miss 
Sta� ord Chocolates in Porterville.

In Earlimart, you’ll � nd Colonel Allensworth 
State Historic Park where Allensworth, a 
former slave, and a handful of families 
established a town in 1908 governed by 
African Americans. While its prominence 
faded a� er Allensworth’s death in 1914, you 
can tour his house, a historic schoolhouse, a 
Baptist church and library.

Beyond, you’ll � nd outdoor shopping at the 
Tulare Outlets in Tulare and beautiful 

� owers and produce at Woodlake Botanical 
Gardens, California’s � rst agricultural 
botanical garden in Woodlake. In Exeter, 31 
vibrant murals tell the story of the quaint 
town where restaurant names like Monet’s 
Wine Bistro are a tribute to the arts and 
agriculture. � e “When Emperors Ruled” 
mural captures an era before the county’s 
popular Emperor grapes were upstaged by 
seedless varieties.

In Visalia, bring the kids to Sequoia Springs at 
Visalia Adventure Park that has water slides 
and a water-based play structure for younger 
kids. Or head to Kaweah Oaks Preserve and 
hike through one of the last remaining oak 
riparian forests in the valley. 

“Vacation is meant to be a time to explore and 
experience,” Bianco says. “Slow down and 
enjoy the journey.”

Learn more at Discover� eSequoias.com.

NATURALLY OUTDOORS 
Explore the towns that sit at the foot of Sequoia and Kings Canyon national parks.

By Tori Peglar
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Discoverthe biggest trees, the
highest peak, and the deepest canyon in      
the Sequoia and Kings Canyon National 
Parks and Sequoia National Forest. Your next         
big adventure is here, whether exploring     
our National Parks and Forests or one of our
charming and vibrant communities with 
craft brews, restaurants, the arts, shopping, 
dining, lodging options, and more. 

There’s so much to discover when you        
visit Tulare County!
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For the FREE official visitor’s   

guide to Tulare County, go to 

DiscoverTheSequoias.com
559-691-4198
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Sequoia Tourism Council
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DiscoverTheSequoias.com
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For the FREE official visitor’s   

guide to Tulare County, go to 
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PLAN AHEAD and prepare for possible changes      
in facilities’ operations. Pack essentials like hand
sanitizer and face coverings.

#RecreateResponsibly to protect yourself, others, 
and the outdoors. Visit RecreateResponsibly.org
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A s you head south, you’ll enter 
Bakersfield, a bustling metropolis 
of 540,000-plus people. It’s a hub 

for oil production, agriculture and birthplace 
of Bakersfield Sound, a twangy genre of 
country music that was influenced by rock 
and electrical instruments. Framed in the 
distance by the Tehachapi Mountains to the 
east and Temblor Range to the west, 
Bakersfield has a number of local attractions 
worth experiencing.

For a lively family-oriented show and meal, 
head to Buck Owens’ Crystal Palace. Country 

singer Owens helped popularize Bakersfield 
Sound with his 21 No. 1 hits on the Billboard 
country music charts during the 1960s. His 
1963 hit Act Naturally was covered by the 
Beatles. Peruse the museum on site that 
showcases Owens’ memorabilia. 

Antique fanatics will love exploring two 
antique malls, which are conveniently located 
across the street from one another. The 
three-story Merry Go Round Antique Mall 
has a 1930s replica movie theater that you can 
peer through glass to see on weekends. Across 
the street is Five & Dime Antique Mall housed 

in a former Woolworth building. Visit the 
old-fashioned luncheonette, Woolworth 
Diner, on the ground floor. Its 1950s decor 
includes 22 counter seats, Formica 
countertops and black-and-white tiled floor. 
Dine on chili dogs and hamburgers, along 
with milkshakes and root beer floats. 

Then stop by Kern County Museum  to 
explore Pioneer Village composed of 60-plus 
original historic buildings. 

Learn more at the visitor center, 515 Truxtun 
Ave, or at VisitBakersfield.com. 

ROADSIDE STOPS 
At the southern end of the San Joaquin Valley, you’ll find hidden gems in Bakersfield, Calif. 

By Tori Peglar
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VIVA LAS VEGAS
VISALIA TO BAKERFIELD, CALIF. 

73 miles, 1 hour and 16 minutes  
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W ish you had your own 
guide while touring 
Yosemite?  Download the 

GyPSy Guide App.

“We recognized that travelers prefer to 
set their own pace but still enjoy a fun, 
informative and educational guided 
experience,” says Rick Bulich, founder of 
GyPSy Guide.  “That became our inspiration.  
How do we recreate that experience for 
people who want to remain independent 
and self-tour?”

The app automatically plays a guided 
commentary as you drive, based on your 
location. The narration includes behind-the-
scenes stories, explaining the spectacular geology 
and fascinating characters associated with 
Yosemite’s past and present, along with local tips 
with directions.  It tells you about sights and side 
trips coming up, so you can decide whether you 
want to stop.  Because the app uses your phone's 
GPS signal, not cell towers, no cell network or 
WiFi is required while touring.

Learn more at GyPSyGuide.com. 

TOUR LIKE A LOCAL
Enjoy Yosemite with GyPSy Guide in your car.

By Tori Peglar

IN THE PARK 

MyYosemitePark.com
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