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S tart in Chicago on this incredible route through 
some of the nation’s most stunning prairies, 
wide-open skies and gorgeous rock formations. 

From Chicago head west, stopping at the Akta Lakota 
Museum to discover northern Plains Indian history. 
� en drive to South Dakota’s Badlands National Park. 
Beyond lies Rapid City where you can base out of to see 
Mount Rushmore National Memorial in Keystone, S.D., 
and two national park sites that give you a rare glimpse 
into the Earth’s underbelly: Wind and Jewel caves. 

Head to the Crazy Horse Memorial, the world’s largest 
monument carving currently in progress. In Sturgis, check 
out the town’s many festivals and events. In Belle Fourche, 
stand in the nation's geographic center. In Wyoming, 
Sundance and Gillette o� er easy access to Devils Tower 
National Monument while farther west, � ermopolis has 
hot springs and bison. Right before you get to Yellowstone, 
you’ll � nd an uncrowded lodging experience. A� er 
exploring Yellowstone, head to Red Lodge, Billings, 
Lewistown, Miles City and other towns on your return 
route to Chicago. 

Explore pioneer legends, natural wonders and 

wildlife on this 2,800-plus mile route. 

ALL-AMERICAN 
ROAD TRIP
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GOOD THINGS 
IN BADLANDS
While you won’t see 
saber-toothed cats or 
rhinoceroses roaming  
Badlands National Park 
as they once did, you may 
see their remains in this 
stunning national park 
that contains some of 
the world’s richest fossil 
deposits. 

Located in Imlay Township 
in South Dakota, Badlands 
National Park has a 
Fossil Preparation Lab 
where you can watch 
paleontologists at work, 
literally uncovering the 
ancient history of the area. 
At the Ben Reifel Visitor 
Center, kids can use a 
touchscreen to assemble a 
virtual skeleton and touch 
fossilized animal replicas. 
You can also watch the � lm 
Land of Stone and Light 
in the center’s 95-seat air-
conditioned theater. 

� en head out to see the 
wildlife that roams the park 
today. Spot bison, bighorn 
sheep, black-footed ferrets 
and prairie dogs as you 
drive the Badlands Hwy. 
240 Loop Road or explore 
the park by foot on one of 
its many hiking trails. 

— Tori Peglar
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846 miles, 12 hours
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The Lakota phrase “Aktá Lakota” 
translates to “honoring the translates to “honoring the 
people.”  From the moment people.”  From the moment 
you enter the museum, you will you enter the museum, you will 
experience a living lesson on experience a living lesson on 
the Lakota – past and present.the Lakota – past and present.

The Lakota phrase “Aktá Lakota” The Lakota phrase “Aktá Lakota” 
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L ooking for the fastest way to get to five of South Dakota’s 
stunning national park sites? You’ll want to fly into Rapid 
City Regional Airport. From there, drive less than an hour to 

reach the towering presidential heads of Mount Rushmore National 
Memorial, the underground wonderlands of Jewel Cave National 
Monument and Wind Cave National Park, the awe-inspiring geology 
of Badlands National Park and the hidden nuclear history at the 
Minuteman Missile National Historic Site.

With four major airlines serving the airport, there are many ways 
to get to Rapid City giving you plenty of time to explore the entire 
region. Year-round, nonstop flights are available from six major cities 
along with a number of other locations added for the summer. There 
are six on-site rental car agencies to choose from.

Learn more at RapAirport.com.

THE CITY OF PRESIDENTS
Fly the most direct route to Mount Rushmore.

By Mikaela Ruland

Headed to the Black Hills and want 
to learn about northern Plains Indian 
culture? Visit the Akta Lakota Museum 
& Cultural Center in Chamberlain, 
S.D. Start on the museum’s east side, 
moving clockwise to find exhibits on 
Native American life pre-European 
Americans. 

Continue on to “Two Worlds Meet” 
to learn about the arrival of Euro-
Americans, which led to a transition for 
Native Americans from using organic 
objects to manufactured products. 
“Broken Promises” details government 
involvement with Native Americans 
and “Continuity and Change” highlights 

renowned contemporary artists like 
Arthur Amiotte.

The museum, 1301 N. Main St., is 
part of St. Joseph’s Indian School in 
Chamberlain. Call ahead to schedule 
a school tour. 

Learn more at AktaLakota.org. 
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Go Rapid

Surrounded by big things to do.
See 60-foot carvings of presidents’ heads on a rockface and check out a place called 
“Badlands”, but what you‘ll remember most is the slower pace of Needles Highway 

and savoring each bite of South Dakota chislic. Five national parks await you around 
Rapid City, but it’s the little things that will keep you content to stay. Plan your trip at 

VisitRapidCity.com 
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I f you’re looking for a basecamp to 
explore some of our most iconic 
national park sites in South Dakota, 

stop and stay in Rapid City, S.D., while 
you’re in the Black Hills. 

Start your day o�  by having breakfast at a 
local legend, Tally’s Silver Spoon. It’s been 
a Rapid City staple since the 1930s, but its 
menu o� ers modern twists on diner classics. 
� e cinnamon swirl French toast is not to be 
missed. Head here for dinner to sample the 
Indecision Menu where the chef dreams up a 
multi-course meal for you and your table.  

A block away is Main Street Square where 
there’s splash pads for kids and 150 events 
per year. Between 6th and 7th and Main 
and Saint Joseph streets, you can walk Art 
Alley where local artists have painted vibrant 
murals. A� erwards, take a stroll past the 43 
life-sized bronze statues of U.S. presidents 
lining downtown in what is known as the 
City of Presidents. Turn it into a scavenger 
hunt to � nd the president holding a baseball 
or the one feeding a bird by downloading a 
walking guide at VistiRapidCity.com. 

To learn more about the Black Hills and 
its geologic, Lakota and pioneer history, 
head to � e Journey Museum & Learning 
Center. You can step inside a teepee, go into 
an archaeological pit, see a pioneer general 
store and more. 

From virtually every point in Rapid 
City, you can see a life-sized dinosaur 
standing on a ridge west of town. You’re 
not hallucinating. Get up-close to it when 
you head to Dinosaur Park, an iconic spot 
where seven life-sized green dinosaurs 
stand. Created in 1936 as a way to lure 
future tourists to Rapid City from Mount 
Rushmore, this iconic attraction enables 
kids to scramble on the dinosaurs while 
adults can enjoy expansive views of the 
Badlands to the east and Black Hills to 
the west. Enjoy ice cream from the visitor 
center and then hop on the Skyline 
Wilderness Trail here to bike or hike.  

� ere are also great trails four minutes north 
in Hanson-Larsen Memorial Park, known 
as M Hill by locals. Explore 20-plus miles of 
hiking and mountain biking trails here. 

Next, step into a scene from the town of 
Arendelle in Disney's hit Frozen at Chapel 
of the Hills, a Norwegian-style chapel 
made entirely of wood — minus the metal 
door hinges. Nestled in a forest of pine 
trees on the city’s west side, you’ll feel as if 
you’ve entered a fairy tale. Built in 1967, it 
is a replica of an iconic chapel in Laerdal, 
Norway. Stroll the Meditation Trail, step 
inside the chapel and explore the grass-
roofed visitor center and gi�  shop. 

At night, head to Firehouse Brewing Co.
for happy hour on its outdoor patio. It’s in 
Rapid City’s original � rehouse built in 1915. 
Highlighting its historic roots, there's a � re 
pole in the middle of the restaurant, and 
kids can put on � reman hats while dining. 
East of downtown, you’ll � nd Dakotah 
Steakhouse that features iconic South 
Dakota fare with dishes featuring walleye, 
pheasant, bison and elk. You’ll also � nd 
a regional favorite, chislic, on the menu, 
which is cubed beef or lamb that’s deep 
fried and served with a dip. 

Learn more at VisitRapidCity.com

RAPID CITY 
GUIDE

Here are the top things to do 

in a city that puts you close 

to the best of the Black Hills.  
by Tori Peglar
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HIDDEN HISTORY
Before the faces of four 
U.S. presidents were carved 
into Mount Rushmore, this 
mountain was called � e Six 
Grandfathers by the Lakota 
Sioux. For generations, it 
drew many Great Plains 
tribes as a sacred place. In 
1868, the U.S. government 
gave Lakota tribes exclusive 
use of the Black Hills. 

But when gold was 
discovered nine years 
later, the government 
seized the land. In 1922, 
Lakota tribes sued the U.S. 
government for illegally 
taking their land, launching 
a 60-year legal battle. In 
the meanwhile, the faces 
of George Washington, 
� omas Je� erson, � eodore 
Roosevelt and Abraham 
Lincoln were carved into 
the rock. 

In 1980 the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled that the 
Lakota were entitled to 
more than $105 million in 
compensation, including 
interest, for their land being 
stolen. To date, the Lakota 
have declined the money, 
advocating for the return of 
the Black Hills to them. 

MyYellowstonePark.com  .  83
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O n June 3, 1948, five survivors of 
the Battle of the Little Bighorn 
looked up as the first blast on 

Thunderhead Mountain took place to start 
work on Crazy Horse Memorial.

Lakota Chief Henry Standing Bear, on behalf 
of his elders, had asked sculptor Korczak 
Ziolkowski to carve a memorial in honor of 
all Native Americans. The massive sculpture 
emerging from the granite is of Oglala Lakota 
leader Crazy Horse. Fighting to preserve his 
peoples’ way of life, Crazy Horse was a revered 
strategist and led his warriors to victory at the 
Battle of the Little Bighorn in 1876. 

Seventy-three years after the first blast, you 
can see crews working on the memorial, 
drilling, carving and removing rock three-
quarters of a mile from the visitor complex. 
The Mountain Carving Gallery offers an up-
close look into the work on the carving.

But the memorial is not just a sculpture 
in progress. Its mission is “to protect and 
preserve the culture, tradition and living 
heritage of the North American Indians.”  

At The Indian Museum of North America 
and The Native American Educational and 
Cultural Center, see expansive collections of 

historical and contemporary items on display.  
There are also interactive seasonal programs. 
You can also see the sculptor’s studio home 
and workshop. 

The memorial is open year-round, but 
on summer evenings you can watch the 
Legends in Light laser light show projected 
onto the carving  (weather permitting). 
There’s an on-site restaurant, snack shop and 
gift shop. Crazy Horse Memorial is financed 
by admission fees and donations. No federal 
or state funds are accepted. 

Learn more at CrazyHorseMemorial.org.

VISIT CRAZY HORSE
By Tori Peglar
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25 miles and 45 minutes
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STURGIS STOP
Rally to this town  

near sights in the Black Hills.
By Tori Peglar

S turgis is known for its incredible marquis events. 
And while the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally is its most 
storied event, there’s far more to this town of 6,500 

than a 10-day motorcycle festival. Sturgis hosts 30-plus 
events year-round from Camaro and Mustang car rallies 
to a weekly summer concert series. Plus, the town is 
within a short drive to all of the Black Hills’ greatest hits.

“We’re not in the central hills, but we are central to all 
the sites people want to see,” says Jerry Cole, director of 
Sturgis Rally & Events. “We’re less than an hour from 
Mount Rushmore National Memorial, Wind Cave 
National Park, Jewel Cave National Monument, Crazy 
Horse Memorial and Custer State Park.”

And if you want a true local’s tip, visit in the spring or 
fall when the crowds have left and you can enjoy places 
like Mount Rushmore without waiting in lines. You’ll 
discover hiking, biking, ATV and snowmobiling trails are 
also less crowded.

Don’t miss Bear Butte State Park, home to the 4,426-
foot Bear Butte, a sacred area for more than 15 Native 
American tribes. It takes about 45 minutes to an hour 
to hike to the top, with 900 feet in elevation gain, on the 
moderate Summit Trail. At the top, you’ll see four states 
— Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota and Wyoming.

In June and July, the town hosts Music on Main, a family-
friendly event featuring live music Wednesday evenings. It 
shares the space with a weekly mountain bike race series 
that ends in downtown, making for a fun scene.

This year marks the 82nd year of the Sturgis Motorcycle 
Rally. It will take place Aug. 5-14, 2022. But if you’re not 
in town in August, catch a glimpse of what this rally is all 
about at the Sturgis Motorcycle Museum and Hall of Fame.

Learn more at OfficialSturgisEvents.com/StayWithUs.
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B elle Fourche in South Dakota 
(pronounced bell – foosh) would be 
worthy of a stop simply because it’s 

the geographic center of the nation, but when 
you pull over to stand in the heart of the United 
States, you’ll find so much more to experience.

The Tri-State Museum & Visitor Center 
is home to the Geographic Center of the 
United States Monument, a gorgeous rose 
quartz compass surrounded by the flags from 
all 50 states. Once you feel centered, head 
up through the sprawling lawns to explore 
everything else this complex has to offer. The 
best part? It’s all free.

Families will want to start out at the visitor 
center where kids can check out 18 discovery 
boxes on topics ranging from color to Native 
American games. Next, head to the museum 
where you’ll peruse newly refreshed exhibits 
on topics of the West from law and order to 
military history and tribal artifacts. Make sure 
to stop by the saddle wall and view director 
Kristi Thielen’s favorite artifact: a custom-
made saddle with a hidden pocket for a small 

firearm. It may feel like something out of a spy 
novel, but it’s part of this little town’s history.

Across the state border, in the heart of the 
Black Hills but away from commercialization 
and traffic, Sundance, Wyo., offers a deep dive 
into stunning beauty. 

Notorious historical figure Harry Longabaugh 
did his first prison stint in Sundance, which 
led to his nickname “The Sundance Kid.” 
During the Sip N Walk Historical Tour, 
meet him and other historical figures played 
by locals as you stroll downtown with your 
complimentary adult beverage. Call the Crook 
County Museum for tour prices and to sign 
up at 307-283-3666.

At Sundance Square right next to the 
museum, you’ll find a statue of the Sundance 
Kid, a playground and splash pad for kids, 
plus restrooms and picnic tables. Beyond the 
square browse Bruce Seidel Gallery, which 
sells wildlife art, landscape art and more. 

Then hit the trails on horseback with Seven 
J Outfitters. Mountain bikers and hikers can 
head to the Reuter Trailhead to access easy-
to-difficult mountain bike trails. Sundance's 
newest recreational spot is White Ranch Park. 
You'll find five trails for mountain biking and 
hiking on this 100-acre property.

Forty minutes away, you can explore  
Devils Tower National Monument, the 
first national monument in our country. 
Coordinate your summer visit with a ranger-
led interpretive program.

Six miles east of Sundance is Vore Buffalo 
Jump where archaeologists are digging up 
artifacts and bison bones left behind by Native 
Americans who used the natural sinkhole to 
hunt bison from 1500 to 1800. 

Learn more about the Tri-State Museum & 
Visitors Center at TheTriStateMuseum.com 
and about Sundance at ExploreSundance.com.
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IN THE 
BLACK 
HILLS

Visit Belle Fourche, S.D., and 

Sundance, Wyo., for a different 

view of the Black Hills.
By Mikaela Ruland and Tori Peglar

2 Stops
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67 miles, 1 hour and 12 minutes  
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hotspringswyoming.com P.O. Box 927
Thermopolis, WY 82443hotspr

ANCIENT ROCK ART WALKING TOUR

LEGEND ROCK 
PETROGLYPH SITE   

HOT SPRINGS STATE PARK
SWIM, SOAK, SLIDE

COUNTY MUSEUM
OUTLAW COUNTRY

WYOMING DINOSAUR CENTER
DIG UP DINOSAURS 

BISON PASTURES
WYOMING’S STATE BISON HEARD 

WIND RIVER CANYON
FLYFISHING & GUIDED TOURS

And So Much More....

Your Checklist for

FIND YOURSELF IN HOT WATER
Photo: Jeb Schenk

THERMOPOLIS, WYOMING

Home of the World’s Largest Mineral Hot Springs

Butch Cassidy & the Hole-in-the-Wall gang

World Class Museum & Working Lab

Hike the Three Peak Challenge!

Ride the White-Water Rapids
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1  Tour Durham Bison Ranch

This 55,000-acre ranch populated with 

3,000 bison has been in the Flocchini 

family for three generations and is one 

of the largest bison operations in the 

world. Take a 1.5-2-hour tour on board 

an 18-passenger bus and learn how the 

Flocchinis holistically manage their herd.

The bus is open-air, and you literally drive 

into the middle of the bison herd to learn 

about them. Call the Campbell County 

Convention & Visitors Bureau at 307-686-

0040 to sign up for a tour. 

2  Explore Devils Tower  
National Monument

Devils Tower is a 867-foot pillar beckoning 

everyone from Native Americans to 

geology buffs to rock climbers to come 

closer. It’s about an hour’s drive from Gillette. 

Arrange a tour of Devils Tower in advance 

by reaching out to the Campbell County 

Convention & Visitors Bureau. The staff will 

work with the national monument rangers to 

get a customized tour organized for you.

3  Stop by Three Museums

See what cowboy kitchens looked like at 

Wright Centennial Museum. You’ll also see a 

real sheep wagon, which was vital to the area's 

sheep ranching industry before coal replaced 

it as the main industry in the county. 

Named after the pile of rocks where it 

stands, the Rockpile Museum tells the story 

of the area's energy history and the Powder 

River Basin. For those into vintage cars and 

antiques, it's worth heading to the Frontier 

Auto Museum, which also has an antique store 

and coffee shop in it.

4  Take a Coal Mine Tour

Anyone who has ever turned on a light switch 

should see where some of their power comes 

from. The Powder River Basin provides 30% of 

all coal used in the country's coal-fired energy 

plants. Call the Campbell County Convention 

& Visitors Bureau at 307-686-0040 or stop 

by at 1810 S. Douglas Hwy. in Gillette to 

make coal tour reservations. Note: You’ll 

see surface mining, not underground.

5  Taste the Culinary Scene

Pizza Carello’s owners are committed to 

using the best ingredients in their wood-

fired pizzas. This includes growing their 

own herbs, which end up in the pizzas. At 

The Coop, you’ll find Costa Rican, Mexican 

and American fusion food. From the 

outside, it’s small, modest, unassuming. 

But like everything else in this town, 

there’s a lot happening beneath the 

surface. At Big Lost Meadery & Brewery, 

Wyoming’s first meadery/brewery, sample 

a traditional mead by ordering Wild Man 

Mead or opt for the hibiscus and honey 

mead when you order the Wild Woman 

Mead. The mead is served in a steel horn with 

chains, so you can hang the horn around your 

neck when you're not sipping out of it.

6  Attend Summer Events

Every year, the Gillette/Wright area 

celebrates summer with annual events. The 

Gillette Main Street Brewfest is a great one-

day gathering. The Donkey Creek Festival is 

a two-day free event that features live music, 

art booths and other activities. The National 

High School Finals Rodeo will be in Gillette 

July 17-23, 2022.

GILLETTE’S TOP SIX 
Dubbed the “Energy Capital of the Nation,” the Wyoming towns of Gillette and Wright are home  

to an enormous bison ranch and an ever-evolving, eclectic culinary scene.
By Tori Peglar

Learn more about Campbell County at VisitGillette.com.

P
H

O
TO

: B
is

on
 (C

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 th

e 
C

am
pb

el
l C

ou
nt

y 
C

VB
)

88  .  Yellowstone Edition 2022

ALL-AMERICAN ROAD TRIP
SUNDANCE, WYO., TO GILLETTE, WYO.

62 miles, 57 minutes  

YSJ-2022_All-American-Rd_07.indd   88YSJ-2022_All-American-Rd_07.indd   88 3/3/22   10:19 PM3/3/22   10:19 PM



Lift your spirits in Gillette. The sky is your only limit.

devils
tower
national
monument
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T he quaint town of Red Lodge, 
Mont., sits at the northeastern end 
of the Beartooth Hwy., known as 

one of America’s most beautiful roads. Like 
something out of a storybook, Red Lodge is 
tucked under the slopes of its namesake ski 
resort and is filled with boutiques and eateries, 
innovative locals like the owners of Crazy 
Creek, the legless camp chair company and all 
the outdoor recreation you could wish for.

Just five minutes from town,  hop on the 
Silver Run Trail with your mountain bike. 

Four possible loops make this a build-your-
own-adventure ride with options for most 
abilities from beginner to more advanced. 
This trail is also open to hikers. 

If you’d rather explore the area by saddle, 
book a trail ride with Elk River Outfitters. 
Choose from short, hourly rides or longer 
half and full-day adventures. From the back 
of your horse, you’ll ride along Rock Creek 
to viewpoints where you’ll be able to see 
seven mountain ranges.

Don’t miss the Yellowstone Wildlife Sanctuary 
in Red Lodge. This accredited facility houses 
animals native to the Greater Yellowstone 
Ecosystem that cannot be rehabilitated or 
released into the wild because of injury, illness 
or other factors. Learn about predators like 
black bears, lynx and mountain lions, see 
symbols of the American West like coyotes 
and bison and even view raptors and other 
birds like sandhill cranes up-close. 

Learn more at RedLodge.com. 

CHARMING RED LODGE
By Mikaela Ruland 
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1  Walkable Brewery Tour

Visit six breweries, two distilleries and a cider

mill on this 1.5-mile stroll past outdoor patios.

Start at Thirsty Street at the Garage with a 

Rimrock’d Amber and end with a Skypoint IPA 

at Montana Brewing Co.

2  Zoo Montana

See wolves, grizzly bears, wolverines, Amur 

tigers and other animals, most of whom are 

rescues and all of whose natural habitat is at 

the 45th parallel. This means they can handle 

Montana’s cold winters and hot summers. 

Dedicated to wildlife conservation, this zoo is 

the only one in Montana and oversees critical 

breeding programs. Winston the Sloth is the 

zoo’s newest celebrity animal who even has his 

own Instagram account.

3  Pictograph Cave State Park

See warriors and animals painted on rock 

walls by ancient people more than 2,000 

years ago in Pictograph Cave just five miles 

south of Billings. Archaeologists have 

discovered more than 30,000 artifacts, 

including tools and weapons here. 

4  Swords Rimrock Park

Walk, bike or skateboard along the 4.5-mile, 

ADA-accessible pathway that runs the length 

of the city-owned park located along the top 

of the Rimrocks, a geologic formation. These 

sandstone bluffs surround the city and are 

estimated to be at least 70 million years old. On 

a clear day, five mountain ranges can be seen 

from the trail: Pryor, Big Horn, Bull, Crazy and 

Absaroka-Beartooth.

5  The Northern Hotel

This elegant historic hotel has been voted 

“best hotel in Billings” for years. It features 

two fantastic restaurants: Bernie’s Diner 

for breakfast and lunch and TEN for upscale 

atmosphere and innovative Montana cuisine. 

Break all the rules and order the “Vacation 

Breakfast” at Bernie’s. It’s double chocolate 

cake coupled with a milkshake.

6  Pompeys Pillar National Monument

On their return route after reaching the Pacific 

Ocean, members of the Lewis and Clark

Expedition stopped here and Clark engraved 

his first initial and last name, along with the

date, July 25, 1806, into the rock. The rock is 

named after Sacagawea’s child, Jean Baptiste 

Charbonneau, also known as “Pomp.”

Stop by the Billings Visitor Center, 815 S. 27 St., to learn more or go to VisitBillings.com.
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BILLINGS TOP 6
Discover wolves, a brewery tour and historic charm in this city of 100,000. 

By Tori Peglar
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ALL-AMERICAN ROAD TRIP
RED LODGE, MONT.,  TO BILLINGS, MONT.

61 miles, 1 hour  
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THE QUIETER 
SIDE  

History and modern luxury 

meet at The Calvert Hotel. 
By Mikaela Ruland

S urrounded by three gorgeous mountain ranges, 
Lewistown, Mont., offers a quieter side of a state 
known for its wild side. When you stay at the 

boutique Calvert Hotel, you’ll feel that sense of relaxation. 
Located between Yellowstone and Glacier national parks, 
it’s the place to stay to get away from it all. 

“We offer touches of home paired with luxuries of 
vacation,” says KellyAnne Terry, general manager.

You’ll notice the modern details like custom tile, Keurigs 
in the rooms and luxury bedding. A bountiful grab-n-go 
breakfast is the perfect way to fuel up for the day with 
homemade pastries, a custom blend of coffee from local 
roaster, Rising Trout and more. But you’ll also feel the 
hotel’s historic charm from the moment you walk in.

Built in 1917 as a dormitory for ranch children to stay in 
when they came to town for the school week, it became 
in a hotel in 1929. Today, the historic hotel is part of 
Lewistown’s quaint downtown.

Lewistown is more than just a stopover on your road trip. 
Here, you’ll find the stunning Missouri Breaks National 
Monument and the Charlie Russell Chew Choo dinner 
train where you can get a literal taste of the town’s western 
heritage. There’s also downtown shopping and dining and 
miles of trails right from the Calvert’s front doors.

Traveling on your motorcycle? Lewistown and the Calvert 
Hotel are popular destinations for riders with many 
incredible scenic drives nearby. Check out the C.M. Russell 
Motorcycle Ride to see scenes that inspired the famous 
Western painter.

Learn more at TheCalvertHotel.com.
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Room rate includes our signature full hot 
breakfast. Amenities include exquisitely clean 
accommodations, soft luxury linens, custom 

tiled bathrooms, Keurigs in rooms, Smart TVs, 
complimentary bottled Big Spring Water and 

top notch customer service. Ask about our 
unique meeting spaces for retreats, conferences, 

and reunions. King Suites also available. 

Relax...You’re at The Calvert.

Lewistown, Montana
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Find Your CenterFind Your Center

Enjoy the time and space Enjoy the time and space 
to do what you loveto do what you love

EnjoyLewistown.com   v   (406) 535-5436   v   CentralMontana.com
Funding Provided By Lewistown Hoteliers Tourism Business Improvement District  v  Photo by Patricia Kenney Thompson

216 NE Main
Lewistown, MT
406-535-5468

216 7th Avenue S 
Lewistown, MT
877-371-5411

TheCalvertHotel.com

520 E Main
Lewistown, MT
406-535-5496
B-Bmotel.com

102 Wendell
Lewistown, MT
406-538-2581
Super8.com

211 E Main
Lewistown, MT
406-535-8721
YogoInn.com
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W hen you drive through the 
towns of Southeast Montana, 
like Billings, Glendive and 

Miles City, you’ll notice that the skies are big. 
Like, really, really big. Big Sky Country isn’t 
just a moniker for endless daydreaming. It 
also means that when the sun goes down, the 
stars are big, too. Eastern Montana has some 
of the darkest skies in the country. Head to 
Medicine Rocks State Park near Ekalaka — 
the only International Dark Sky Sanctuary in 
the state — to marvel at the Milky Way.

To experience Big Sky Country during the 
day, bring your boat or kayak to Bighorn 
Canyon National Recreation Area in Fort 

Smith to explore this impressive canyon. 
Grab picnic supplies in Hardin or bring 
your own picnic since the Ok-A-Beh 
Marina has limited services. If you’re feeling 
adventurous, stay in one of the boat-in 
campsites to get away from it all. The sites are 
first-come, first served. 

“The canyon, with multi-hued walls reaching 
1,000 feet in height, is one of our hidden 
gems that puts the wow in Montana,” says 
Visit Southeast Montana’s marketing director 
Brenda Maas.

Southeast Montana is also home to a sobering 
yet important piece of history, the Little 

Bighorn Battlefield National Monument, 
southeast of Billings. Learn about the battle 
between the Lakota and Cheyenne tribes and 
Lt. Col. Custer’s 7th Cavalry — one of the 
last armed American Indian efforts to protect 
their way of life. In the summer, rangers lead 
educational tours. Afterward, fuel up at the 
Custer Battlefield Trading Post with fry bread 
and Indian tacos. 

At the end of the day, grab dinner at one of 
the area’s local eateries like 3 Brothers Bistro, 
which serves house-smoked meats, in Hardin.

Learn more at SoutheastMontana.com.

GO BIG 
By Mikaela Ruland
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ALL-AMERICAN ROAD TRIP
LEWISTOWN, MONT., TO MILES CITY, MONT.

222 miles, 3 hours and 44 minutes  
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Plan your next adventure at 
SOUTHEASTMONTANA.COM
#OutHereMT  |  #SoutheastMontana

LET SOUTHEAST MONTANA
SURPRISE YOU.

WE’RE BIG OUT HERE.

MAKOSHIKA STATE PARK 
JAMIE BLOTSKE 
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