
Explore three national parks and two national monuments on this 
breathtaking, 1,300-mile road trip that starts in Denver.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH
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Spend your � rst day of this incredible 1,300-mile, 
round-trip route in the Mile High City, checking 
out the art and food scene before heading north 
from Denver to Rocky Mountain National Park. 

In the park, take Trail Ridge Road, the country’s highest 
continuously paved road, over the Continental Divide. 
From there explore Cheyenne and Laramie, Wyo., giving 
you easy access to the scenic route through the Snowy 
Range Mountains. A� erwards, stop in Saratoga, Wyo., 

for a dip in hot springs. From there, drive to Jackson, 
Wyo., and Grand Teton National Park where you’ll � nd 
unparalleled scenery and a lively town with great food, 
nightlife and daytime activities. 

Head north to explore Yellowstone before driving south 
to the uncrowded Fossil Butte National Monument, 
Flaming Gorge National Recreation Area and Dinosaur 
National Monument with entrances in Vernal, Utah, and 
Dinosaur. Colo. A� erwards, head east back to Denver. 

PHOTOS: Estes Park near Rocky Mountain National Park (Depositphotos), 
Paddleboarding in the Flaming Gorge National Recreation Area (courtesy of Flaming Gorge Chamber)
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ROCKY’S 
TOP SIX
Here are some of our favorite things to do 

in Rocky Mountain National Park.
By Tori Peglar

1
WATCH THE SUN RISE 

Wake up early to get to Bear Lake 
and hike 1.1 miles around the lake to 

catch the sun casting light over Hallett 
Peak and Flattop Mountain. 

Arrive 30 minutes before dawn.

2
CLIMB LONGS PEAK

If you’re a strong hiker who has trained 
extensively, head to Longs Peak, the park’s 
tallest mountain at 14,259 feet. Reaching 

the summit can take up to 15 hours, so start 
really early [many begin long before dawn 
with headlamps] to beat a� ernoon storms.

3
GO HORSEBACK 

RIDING
Saddle up with Sombrero Ranches 

at the Moraine Park and 
Glacier Creek stables.
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PHOTOS: Trail Ridge Road (Grant Ordelheide), Sunrise near Hallett Peak (iStock), Longs Peak (Depositphotos),  
Horseback riding, Moose, Trail Ridge Road sunset, Adams Falls (Grant Ordelheide)

4
WATCH WILDLIFE

Spot moose in the Kawuneeche  
Valley along the Colorado River  

and in the willows west of the 
Continental Divide. Note: this area 

will be recovering this year since 
parts of it burned in the fall 2020 

East Troublesome Fire.

6
HIKE FROM  

GRAND LAKE
Adams Falls trail is a .3-mile hike 
along the East Inlet Trail. If you 
continue on the trail, you’ll find 
yourself in a large valley with a 

river, small ponds and incredible 
views. You can walk for miles 

before turning back.

5
SEE THE SUNSET 

Stop at the Alpine Visitor Center  
at the top of Trail Ridge Road and  

take a short hike up for an amazing 
Rocky Mountain sunset.
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LARAMIE’S  
TOP FIVE 

Lose the crowds in Laramie’s great outdoors  
and cultural attractions.

By Tori Peglar

1  Wyoming Territorial  
Prison State Historic Site 

Go on a guided or self-guided tour of 

this historic prison site built in 1872. 

For three decades, it housed some of 

the West’s most notorious criminals. 

Listed on the National Register of 

Historic Places, it’s the only prison to 

have housed Butch Cassidy.

2  Laramie’s Basecamp

Forgot a rain jacket or need warmer 

layers? Owner Rebecca Walsh 

founded Laramie’s Basecamp outdoor 

store to sell active clothing and gear, 

as well as to host workshops and 

give trail advice. She also rents tents, 

water filters, backpacks and stand-up 

paddleboards.  

While downtown, check out Laramie’s 

Brewery Tour that brings you to five 

microbreweries within a few blocks 

of each other. Start at Accomplice 

Mycro-Pub and end at The Library 

Sports Grille & Brewery.

3  Vee Bar Guest Ranch

Settle into horseback riding, evening 

campfires and incredible food at this 

gorgeous guest ranch. The main 

lodge was built in 1891 and served as 

a stagecoach stop in its early days.  

The ranch also offers overnight bed & 

breakfast stays that include access to 

a hot tub, yard games, trails and more.

4  University of Wyoming 
Geological Museum

See a 75-foot Apatosaurus skeleton, 

along with other dinosaurs, in this 

museum. While it roamed Wyoming, 

a living Apatosaurus ate one ton of 

vegetation daily and weighed 25 tons. 

It’s open Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.- 4 

p.m. Admission is free.  

 

Disney-Pixar’s 2015 The Good 

Dinosaur featured a Wyoming 

Apatosaurus named Arlo who meets a 

human while navigating an unfamiliar 

landscape.

5  Snowy Range  
Scenic Byway Hwy. 130

This stunning road enables you to 

bypass Interstate 80, taking you past 

glacial lakes and granite peaks and 

over Wyoming’s second-highest 

mountain pass. The breathtaking route 

reaches its high point at 10,000 feet. 

It’s closed mid-November to Memorial 

Day weekend.  

 

Head to the Green Rock Trailhead to 

hike the 3.2-mile, moderate Barber 

Lake Trail or the more difficult Libby 

Creek Trail that’s three miles. For 

exceptional views and some rock 

scrambling, head to Gap Lakes Trail.  

Learn more at the Laramie Area Visitor Center/Albany County Tourism Board, 210 E. Custer St., in Laramie or at VisitLaramie.org.

PHOTO: Bond's Brewing Co. in Laramie 
(Courtesy of Albany County Tourism Board)
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Scenic Byways

� e 73-mile Seminoe-
Alcova Backcountry 
Byway brings you 
by a patchwork of 
prairie country and 
high desert over the 
Seminoe Mountains. 
� e south end starts 
in Sinclair and ends in 
Alcova about 30 miles 
southwest of Casper. 
Or enjoy solitude on 
the 29-mile Snowy 
Range Scenic Byway.

Enjoy Local Food

Hit Lollypops in 
Saratoga for breakfast 
or ice cream and to 
connect to WiFi. 
For � ne dining, stop 
by the Aspen House 
Restaurant in Rawlins 
for blackened ribeye 
or vegetarian dishes. 
Buck’s Sports Grill 
and Anong’s � ai 
Cuisine in Rawlins 
also are popular.   

Soak in Hot Springs

In Saratoga, choose 
between two 
di� erent hot springs 
experiences. � e Hobo 
Hot Springs are free 
mineral pools and 
open 24 hours a day. At 
Saratoga Hot Springs 
Resort, only guests can 
access the teepee-
covered mineral pools 
and 70-foot mineral 
hot spring pool. 

Spend the Night 

Spend the night at 
the historic Hotel Wolf 
and Restaurant in 
Saratoga, which was 
built by Frederick Wolf 
in 1893. Walk through 
the swinging doors of 
the saloon and have a 
seat to taste a regional 
microbrew and the 
area’s best burger. 

Learn more about Carbon County at WyomingCarbonCounty.com.

OPEN SPACES
In southern Wyoming, you’ll discover a string of towns reliant on ranching, 

coal and a growing wind turbine industry.  Here’s what to see and do.  

By Tori Peglar

Dude Ranch 
Respite

If you’re searching for a 
sense of wellness this year, 
a vacation at a dude ranch 
is the perfect opportunity to 
relax in nature, unplug and 
get away from it all. When 
you stay at a dude ranch, 
you’ll experience cowboy 
life firsthand. While riding 
horses is a given, there 
are all kinds of activities 
offered at dude ranches 
across Wyoming, Montana 
and Idaho.  >

If you’re searching for a 
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If you’re a foodie, there are 
ranches with mind-blowing 
farm-to-table experiences. 
If you’re interested in wildlife, 
one ranch in Wyoming will take 
you to see wild horses. Others 

have amazing kids’ programs 
complete with ziplining. 

Dude ranches are all-
inclusive, offering individual 
accommodations, small group 
sizes and, of course, lots of 
time in nature. 

“It’s so easy to connect to the 
great outdoors on a ranch,” 
muses Bryce Albright, The 
Dude Ranchers’ Association 
executive director.

Whether you’re learning 
horsemanship, exploring on a 
long trail ride, enjoying dinner 
around a campfire or simply 
reading a book on the porch, 
you’ll feel connected to the 
land and history of the West.

To learn more and to find your 
perfect dude ranch vacation, 
visit DudeRanch.org.

- Mikaela Ruland

Need a place to stay

in Jackson Hole?
Stop searching and start exploring

Jackson Hole. With four in-town

locations and over 400 rooms,

the Town Square Inns have more

options to meet your style and

budget than any other

 hotelier in town!

1.800.4tetons

townsquareinns.com
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Mormon Row

Founded in the late 1890s by Mormon 
settlers, this community was once home 
to 27 homesteads, a blacksmith shop, 
church, school and multiple ranches. Today, 
photographers from all over the world visit 
to capture images of the Moulton brothers’ 
iconic barns framed by the Tetons. The 
John Moulton Barn is near John and Bartha 
Moulton’s pink stucco home, which remains 
on site. T.A. Moulton Barn was built during 
a 30-year period. In 1997, Mormon Row was 
listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

To get there, drive north from Jackson on 
Hwy. 191 past Moose Junction, turn right 
onto Antelope Flats Road and drive 1.5 miles. 
A trail brochure and interpretive sign can be 
found at the parking lot.

Snake River Overlook

When Ansel Adams captured the Snake 
River in 1942 in what would become one 
of his most iconic photographs, he was 
working on a project for the Department 
of the Interior. He had been hired to create 
a photographic mural display for the 
department that would reflect its mission to 
manage and conserve national resources.  

You can still re-create his shot at the Snake 
River Overlook in Grand Teton National 
Park on Hwy. 191 about 8.5 miles north of 
Moose Junction. 

When Pearl Harbor was bombed, Adams’ 
project took a back seat to the war. His 200 
photographs sat in the National Archives 
until 2010 when Secretary of the Interior Ken 
Salazar unveiled murals representing 26 of 
Adams’ photos on the first and second floors 
of the building.  

Oxbow Bend

Farther north, along Hwy. 89 and one mile 
east of Jackson Lake Junction, stop for 
breathtaking views at Oxbow Bend. When 
you arrive, you’ll understand why this stop 
got its name. An oxbow is a crescent-shaped 
section of river,  and this bend in the Snake 
River is framed by the awe-inspiring Mount 
Moran to the west.

It’s a great place to see blue herons, bears, 
moose and even river otters. Often, 
photographers visit at dawn or dusk to get 
their iconic park shots. 

Afterwards, head to Jackson Lake for a 
scenic boat ride to Elk Island where you can 
enjoy breakfast, lunch or dinner. Or stop at 
the Pioneer Grill in the Jackson Lake Lodge 
for the best milkshake ever. Just 25 miles 
north is the South Entrance to Yellowstone 
National Park. 

ROADSIDE STOPS See the best in Grand Teton National Park.

By Tori Peglar

These scenic stops and road-trip advice are sponsored by Nokian Tyres. Get more road-trip tips and information at NokianTires.com.

1 HAVE A SPARE 
Pack a spare and make 
sure it’s properly inflated 

and has solid tread depth.

2 CHECK YOUR BATTERY 
Before your road trip,  
check your battery’s 

charge. Heat saps its strength,  
so make sure you have a  
full charge, especially  
driving in Grand Teton  
National Park. 

3 INFLATE YOUR TIRES 
Inflate each tire to your car’s 
recommended tire pressure 

to avoid a tire blowout or wasting 
gas mileage. That number is 
usually located in your car’s 
owner manual or on a sticker 
inside your passenger door.

4 EXAMINE YOUR TREADS 
Stick a penny in a tire tread 
with Lincoln’s head upside 

down. If you can see his whole 
head, you need new tires. The 
shallower the tread, the less 
responsive your tires are to wet, 
snowy or icy conditions. 
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4 Tips
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1  Via Ferrata

Unlike the world-renowned expert climbing 

routes in the Tetons, the Via Ferrata makes 

mountain climbing accessible for families 

and individuals looking for adventure. 

Accompanied by a guide, you’ll secure 

yourself to cables and move across a 

mountain face by way of metal ladders, 

rope walkways and ledges. Book in advance 

a full-day climb (five hours) with lunch 

included or a partial-day climb (three hours) 

that enables you to sample some of the 

routes without lunch. You’ll start with a one-

hour practice route to get you ready for the 

rest of the Via Ferrata.  

2  Bridger Gondola 
 
Ready for views without having to hike to see 

them? Take the Bridger Gondola up the 

mountain. At the top , visit Off Piste Market 

for an espresso and mouth-watering waffles. 

A favorite is the Traditional with brown sugar, 

butter and a side of bacon. 

3  Paragliding

You’ll see incredible scenery as you 

paraglide over the Jackson Hole area, 

flying with a tandem professional pilot 

from Jackson Hole Paragliding. No 

previous experience is necessary, but you 

must weigh between 40 and 220 pounds 

and be physically fit enough to run. It is 

recommended you book in advance.

4  Grand Adventure Park 

This is paradise on Earth for kids and 

for every adult who has continued to 

cultivate their inner child. Your Grand 

Adventure Pass enables you to access 

the bungee trampoline, the 25-foot-high 

Aerial Adventure Course known as “The 

Ropes,” the gondola, tram and 25-foot 

rock climbing wall. Kids ages 5-7 must 

be accompanied by a paying adult on the 

ropes course. 

5  Hike the Wildflower Trail  
 
Get amazing views, pass fields of 

wildflowers and take breaks on benches 

tucked in the shade on this must-do hike to 

the top of Bridger Gondola. It’s always free 

to ride down the gondola or tram, so hike 

away, knowing you don’t have to hike down.

6  Mountain Biking

Feel the rush of biking downhill on fun 

mountain trails without having to sweat 

uphill. The five-minute Teewinot chairlift 

will bring you and your bike to the top. A 

new set of trails serviced by Sweetwater 

Gondola will open summer 2021. 

Rent your bike at JH Sports or Teton 

Village Sports in Teton Village. And if 

it’s your first time mountain biking, set 

yourself up for success by taking a one-

hour introduction course.

Learn about Jackson Hole Mountain Resort at JacksonHole.com. 
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THE BIG SIX
Right next to Grand Teton National  
Park, Jackson Hole Mountain Resort  

offers a ton of fun. 

By Tori Peglar
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G reat Western Expeditions is not 
just another Jackson, Wyo., tour 
company. Family-owned and 

operated, the staff has taken national park 
touring to the next level.

Take, for instance, the Sunriser Breakfast 
Experience. Your guide will pick you up in 
a luxury vehicle and take you on a stunning 
early morning tour of Grand Teton National 
Park where you’ll enjoy a picturesque breakfast 
served safari-style in the great outdoors. Think 
tablecloths, flowers in vases and delicious food.

This tour just scratches the surface of  
Great Western Expeditions’ offerings.  
Book a Wolf & Predator safari to learn  
more about Yellowstone’s carnivores.  
Or, opt for a longer trip to experience 
Wyoming outside the national parks. 

The Caesar family has been sharing the 
region with visitors for more than 30 years. 

“Our love for Wyoming is the reason we 
created Great Western Expeditions,” says 
owner Rob Caesar. “After spending our 

lives exploring all of its treasures, we chose 
to follow our passion and now share these 
amazing landscapes with visitors from 
around the world.”

Whether you’re looking for a half-day, 
full-day or multi-day luxury tour or are 
imagining a custom experience, Great 
Western Expeditions will create a vacation 
you’ll remember for a lifetime.

Learn more at  
GreatWesternExpeditions.com. 

A LEVEL UP
Tour Yellowstone and Grand Teton with a touch of luxury.

By Mikaela Ruland

GRAND  TETON, 
YELLOWSTONE &
WYOMING     BEYOND.
With 25+ years sharing our 
national parks, Great Western 
Expeditions offers exclusive full, 
half and even multiday tours 
featuring safari-style meals.

Looking for something 
one-of-a-kind? Our custom 
designed expeditions are 
perfect for groups and 
families looking for an 
unforgettable experience.

307-222-0412 � GREATWESTERNEXPEDITIONS.COM
�DESIGN YOUR OWN ADVENTURE � GROUPS � FAMILIES � EVENTS �
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D rive south of Grand Teton 
National Park, and you will 
stumble on a wonderfully 

uncrowded national monument unlike 
any national park site you’ve visited. 

Fossil Butte National Monument is a 
unique National Park Service gem 15 
miles west of the Kemmerer/Diamondville 
area (pronounced “Kemmer”). Instead 
of the huge mountain peaks of the parks 
to its north, you’ll discover a high desert 
landscape that’s home to incredibly 
preserved fossils of ancient turtles, birds, 
snakes and more. In fact, the monument 
was created in 1972 to protect these ancient 
animals and plants. 

Start in the visitor center for exhibits 
on more than 300 fossils, including a 
crocodile, found in the ancient, 48-million-
year-old Fossil Lake, which is now dry. 
� en, head out to the 2.5-mile Historic 
Quarry Trail where trail-side exhibits 

provide information about wildlife, plants 
and geology. Keep in mind it’s forbidden 
to remove fossils or disturb artifacts in the 
national monument.

During the summer, go on a guided tour, 
see fossil preparation demonstrations 
or tag along with a paleontologist on 
Fridays and Saturdays. 

If you’re interested in discovering fossils 
on your own, head to one of the area’s 
private quarries like Ulrich’s Fossil Gallery. 
At these private facilities, you can uncover 
� sh, plant and bird fossils for a perfect 
souvenir. � ere also are fossils for sale in 
shops in Kemmerer. 

Take a stroll through the historic downtown 
area and see the � rst J.C. Penney store in 
the nation. James Cash Penney opened it in 
1902. You can also visit his original house in 
Kemmerer, now a museum, just down the 
block from the J.C. Penney store. Historic 

Herschler Triangle Park lies in the heart of 
downtown Kemmerer. 

� en learn about the history of Wyoming 
at the Fossil Country Frontier Museum. 
A� erwards, have a drink at � e Stock 
Exchange, a functioning bar since 1902.

About 40 minutes from town is Seedskadee 
Wildlife Refuge. Spanning more than 
27,000 acres, the refuge is home to the 
Green River and more than 220 species of 
wildlife. Seedskadee means “river of the 
prairie hen” in Shoshone. Stop into the 
visitor center Monday through Friday 7:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

With shallow and swi�  water, the Green 
River o� ers great � shing, as well as kayaking 
and canoeing. For a fun canoe or kayak day 
trip, launch at Slate Creek Campground and 
� oat to Upper Dodge Bottoms Boat Ramp. 

Learn more at FossilBasin.org.

FOSSIL LAKE GEMS
Explore the uncrowded Fossil Butte National Monument a� er leaving  Grand Teton National Park.

By Tori Peglar
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Fossil Basin Promotion Board 
Kemmerer/Diamondville, WY
facebook.com/fossilbasin
fossilbasin.org

Fossils, Fishing, and Festivals:  
Come Fish the Layers of Time

S A I D  N O  O N E  E V E RS A I D  N O  O N E  E V E R

DINOSAURS 
ARE LAME

DEFINITELY NOT IN FRONT OF THE 

WALL OF BONES, ANYWAY.

D I N O S A U R  N A T I O N A L  M O N U M E N T

DINOLAND.COM

DINOSAURS 

DEFINITELY NOT IN FRONT OF THE 
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Looking to avoid the crowds and see 
one of the country’s most spectacular 
national monuments? 

Head to Vernal, Utah, to see Dinosaur 
National Monument. On foot, you’ll � nd 
unmistakable dinosaur bones — more than 
1,500 — in the monument’s sandstone walls. 

By ra� , you can explore the gorgeous 
Green River on a day or multi-day trip, 
passing gorgeous striated sandstone walls 
and lush coves.  

Beyond the park, head to the McConkie Ranch 
just a 15-minute drive from Vernal to see 
hundreds of Fremont Indian rock art panels, 
most dating from 1 AD to 1300. Owned 
by Jean McConkie McKenzie, the 500-acre 
property may have more ancient drawings in a 
one-mile-stretch than anywhere else in Utah, 
says Lesha Coltharp, Uintah County travel 
and tourism director, noting it’s a $5 per car 
suggested donation to visit the ranch. 

You’ll see the � ree Kings, a set of intricate 
drawings that tower above you on the cli� ’s 
walls. You’ll also catch a glimpse of an 
ancient artist’s sense of humor when you 

spot a drawing of a frightened hunter being 
chased by a deer.

� en head to Dinosaurland KOA to rent an 
ATV and explore trails that cater to all levels 
and leave from the property. Or explore Red 
Fleet State Park, which has a 1.5-mile hiking 
trail to 200-million-year-old dinosaur tracks. 
� e park also rents kayaks, canoes and 
paddleboards to explore the reservoir. 

Stop by the Utah Field House of Natural 
History State Park Museum, 496 East 
Main St., for more area information or visit 
Dinoland.com. 

UNCROWDED OASIS
Explore Dinosaur National Monument and more in Vernal, Utah.

By Tori Peglar
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Desert 
Oasis

Cool down in the heat 
of summer by renting a 
stand-up paddleboard at 
the Flaming Gorge National 
Recreation Area in Utah. 

A number of wakeless paddling 
trails near Flaming Gorge Dam 
and Sheep Creek Overlook enable 
you to explore canyons that rise 
anywhere between 100 and 1,000 
feet. You won’t even have to worry 
about waves from motorized boats.

“It’s really spectacular,” says 
Ryan Kelly, Flaming Gorge 

marketing director. “It’s a great 
way to get that deep canyon 
experience without going on a 
commercial trip downstream.”

Below the dam runs a mellow 
stretch of the Green River that’s 
great for family river floating. 
Rent a raft and float seven miles 
downstream to Little Hole takeout 

where a pre-arranged shuttle can 
pick you up. Or rent a houseboat 
to explore the 91-mile-long 
reservoir. 

For great scenery, visit Red 
Canyon Overlook, the area’s 
most Instagramm ed spot. 

Learn more at 
FlamingGorgeCountry.com.

MyYellowstonePark.com  .  39

ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH
KEMMERER, WYO., TO DUTCH JOHN AND VERNAL, UTAH

155 miles, 3 hours and 10 minutes  
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1  Explore Dinosaur 
National Monument

Two-thirds of this striking national 

monument is in Colorado’s Moffat County, 

making the area a must-see.   

TIP: Explore the monument via a 

guided rafting trip on the Yampa or 

Green rivers.  

3  Visit Deerlodge Park

See hundreds of elk year-round at 

this area on the monument’s eastern edge. 

There are restrooms and eight camping sites. 

TIP: To get there, go west from Craig on Hwy. 40 

to mile marker 44. Take Deerlodge Park 

Road north for 12 miles, following the paved 

road to the campground.

Learn more at Visit Mo� at County at 775 Yampa Ave., in Craig, Colo., or at VisitMo� atCounty.com.

2  Stop at Sandwash Basin

See one of the country’s last remaining 

herds of free-roaming wild mustangs. 

TIP: Sand Wash Basin is 45 miles west of 

Craig, Colo. Drive west on Hwy. 40 past 

Maybell. Turn north on Hwy. 318 and drive 

about 15 miles. Turn right on County Road 67.

WESTERN COLORADO 
From wild horses to elk herds, don’t miss these three sights near Craig, Colo., on your way to Rocky Mountain National Park. 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH
VERNAL, UTAH, TO CRAIG, COLO.

121 miles, 2 hours   
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