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Explore three national parks and two national monuments on 

this breathtaking, 1,530-mile road trip that starts in Denver.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH

Spend your � rst day of this incredible 1,530-mile, 
round-trip route in the Mile High City, checking out 
the art and food scene before heading north from 
Denver to Rocky Mountain National Park.

In the park, take Trail Ridge Road, the country’s highest 
continuously paved road, over the Continental Divide. A� er 
exploring the park, head north to Cheyenne and Laramie, 
Wyo., giving you easy access to the scenic route through 
the Snowy Range Mountains. Stop in Saratoga, Wyo., for a 

dip in hot springs and then on to small authentic towns like 
Wheatland, Casper, Bu� alo, Ten Sleep and Cody. 

From Cody, you’ll enter Yellowstone’s East Entrance. Drive 
south to Grand Teton National Park and Jackson,Wyo., where 
you’ll � nd unparalleled scenery and a lively town. Continue 
south to the uncrowded Fossil Butte National Monument, 
Flaming Gorge National Recreation Area and Dinosaur 
National Monument with entrances in Vernal, Utah, and 
Dinosaur, Colo. A� erwards, head east to Denver. 
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LONGS PEAK
It is impossible to stare 
at the skyline of Rocky 
Mountain National Park 
and not be compelled to at 
least wonder what it would 
be like to climb Longs 
Peak. Dominating the 
park's peaks and topping 
out at 14,259 feet, Longs is 
the ultimate adventure for 
experienced hikers.

Don’t be fooled, though. 
It’s no walk in the park. In 
fact, the 16-mile round trip 
hike will push hikers' lungs 
and stamina to the test. 
� e reward? Unobstructed 
360-degree views spanning 
the eastern plains and 
Continental Divide.

� e journey starts from 
Longs Peak Trailhead 
located along Hwy. 7 about 
10 miles from Estes Park, 
Colo. Most hikers typically 
begin before dawn, since 
a� ernoon thunderstorms 
usually roll in around 12 
or 1 p.m. and can be life 
threatening above tree line.
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ROCKY MOUTAIN HIGH
DENVER TO ESTES PARK, COLO.

65 miles, 1 hour and 30 minutes

ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH
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ROCKY’S

Here are some of our favorite things to do 

in Rocky Mountain National Park.  
By Tori Peglar

ROCKY’S

Here are some of our favorite things to do 

Top Six
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NOTE: Rocky Mountain National Park will require everyone to have a special timed entry pass, in addition to a park entrance pass, May 27- Oct. 10, 2022. Check nps.
gov/romo for details. PHOTOS: Hiking in Rocky Mountain National Park (Grant Ordelheide), Sunrise near Hallett Peak (iStock), Ouzel Falls, Horseback riding, Moose, 
Trail Ridge Road sunset, Adams Falls (Grant Ordelheide)

GO HORSEBACK RIDING
Saddle up at Glacier Creek stables, the 
only stables inside the park, which are run 
by Hi Country Stables. 

HIKE TO OUZEL FALLS
To see three waterfalls, head to the Wild 
Basin area of the park. Along the Wild Basin 
Trail, you'll see Copeland Falls, Calypso 
Cascades and Ouzel Falls. It's a 5.4-mile 
out-and-back moderately rated trail. 

WATCH THE SUN RISE 
Wake up early to get to Bear Lake 
and hike 1.1 miles around the lake to 
catch the sun casting light over Hallett 
Peak and Flattop Mountain. Arrive 30 
minutes before dawn.

WATCH WILDLIFE
Spot moose in the Kawuneeche Valley 
along the Colorado River and in the 
willows west of the Continental Divide. 
Note: this area will be recovering this year 
since parts of it burned in the fall 2020 
East Troublesome Fire.

SEE THE SUNSET 
Stop at the Alpine Visitor Center at the top of Trail Ridge Road and take a short hike on the 
trail from the parking lot for an amazing Rocky Mountain sunset.

HIKE FROM GRAND LAKE
Adams Falls trail is a 0.3-mile hike along the 
East Inlet Trail. If you continue on the trail, 
you’ll � nd yourself in a large valley with a 
river, small ponds and incredible views. You 
can walk for miles before turning back.

HIKE TO OUZEL FALLS
2

GO HORSEBACK RIDING
3WATCH THE SUN RISE 

1

WATCH WILDLIFE
4

SEE THE SUNSET 
5

6
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I n Cheyenne, Wyo., two worlds collide. 
As you drive to Wyoming’s capital from 
Estes Park, Colo., you’ll pass herds of 

bison at the Terry Bison Ranch where you 
can go on a trail ride or train ride to see these 
iconic creatures up close. Each July, you can 
visit Cheyenne Frontier Days, a world-
renowned festival full of pro-rodeo, country 
music and Western heritage. If you’re not 
visiting in July, the Hell on Wheels Rodeo 
Series on select Friday nights throughout 
the summer, complete with a Chuck Wagon 
Dinner, will give you a taste of cowboy culture.

The Old West traditions are still a vital part 
of Cheyenne’s culture, but there’s so much 
more to this city than cowboy charm.

“For one thing, the music scene here is 
exploding,” says Jim Walter, director of sales 
and marketing at Visit Cheyenne. “It’s really 
incredible for an Old Western town.”

Take Ernie November, a quirky record store 
which occassionally hosts heavy metal 

concerts. Or the newly restored Lincoln 
Theatre, which first opened in 1927 and 
now hosts live shows from every genre you 
could imagine. It attracts big names like the 
late comedian Bob Saget and has become a 
staple of downtown. Before attending a show, 
have dinner at the Metropolitan Downtown, 
which has a moody art-deco interior and 
sleek menu featuring ahi crudo alongside a 
pulled pork sandwich. It’s something you’d 
expect to find in hip neighborhoods in 
Seattle or Denver. Or, stop by the Paramount 
Ballroom near the theater for craft cocktails.

There’s also the incredible outdoor scene 
from rock climbing mecca Vedauwoo 
Recreation Area (pronounced vee-da-
voo) or Curt Gowdy State Park, both of 
which are approximately 30 minutes from 
downtown. At Curt Gowdy, hike the 3.6-
mile Hidden Falls Trail, a family-friendly 
loop with great views.

Before your hike, head to Mort’s Bagels, 
another surprising twist for this western 

town, featuring more than 17 different types 
of cream cheese.

“I’m a New York kid, and these are the real 
deal,” says Walter.

And after your hike? Stop by Black Tooth 
Brewing Co., one of five craft breweries in 
town. Here, saddle broncs and mules adorn 
the cans, a nod to a ranching heritage that 
lives on despite craft beer, underground 
music and a burgeoning scene of North 
Face-clad millennials in town. That’s the 
charm of Cheyenne. It’s a vibrant, modern 
town, but it holds its roots close.

Don’t know where to start? Purchase a 
Legendary Pass at cheyenne.org, which 
costs $25 and is good for admission to three 
museums, a ride on the iconic trolley and 
exclusive discounts to Curt Gowdy State 
Park and the Terry Bison Ranch.

Learn more at Cheyenne.org.

A NEW WEST
Historic charm meets a vibrant, new cultural scene in Cheyenne, Wyo.

By Mikaela Ruland
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ESTES PARK, COLO., TO CHEYENNE, WYO.

88 miles,1 hour and 45 minutes
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I f you’ve timed your visit 
right, you’ll arrive in 
Cheyenne for the world’s 

largest outdoor rodeo and 
western celebration where top 
rodeo athletes compete for more 
than $1 million in cash and 
prizes. Celebrating its 126th year, 
Cheyenne Frontier Days will be 
held July 22-31, 2022. 

Take the Behind-the-Chutes 
Tour to learn what goes on 
during the rodeo. Meet the 
animals, step into the chutes 
and finish the tour by walking 
across the arena. Stop by Indian 
Village where Native Americans 

have been performing since 
1898, returning each year to 
entertain and educate visitors 
about American Indian heritage 
with dances, handicrafts and 
storytelling. There's also a 
carnival with rides, an air show,  
top-name entertainment like 
Blake Shelton and Eric Church, 
Professional Bull Riders (PBR) 
and parades. 

State and local health guidelines 
will be made based on evolving 
standards, public health and 
government directives.  

Learn more at CFDRodeo.com.  

 FRONTIER DAYS
By Tori Peglar
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July 22-31, 2022
CHEYENNE, WYOMING

cfdrodeo.com
800.227.6336

PLAY
GROUND

of the
WEST
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1  Snowy Range Scenic  
Byway Hwy. 130 

This stunning road enables you to bypass 

Interstate 80, taking you past glacial 

lakes, granite peaks, gorgeous meadows 

and over the second-highest mountain 

pass in Wyoming. The breathtaking route 

reaches its high point at 10,000 feet. 

It’s closed mid-November to Memorial 

Day weekend. Head to the Green Rock 

Trailhead to hike the 3.2-mile, moderate 

Barber Lake Trail or the more difficult 

Libby Creek Trail that’s 3 miles. For 

exceptional views and some rock 

scrambling, head to Gap Lakes Trail. 

2  Wyoming Territorial Prison 
State Historic Site

Go on a guided or self-guided tour of 

this historic prison site built in 1872. 

For three decades, it housed some of 

the West’s most notorious criminals.

The property is listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places and is the 

only prison in the world to have housed 

the notorious Butch Cassidy.

3  University of Wyoming 
Geological Museum

See a 75-foot Apatosaurus skeleton, 

along with other dinosaurs, in this 

museum. When it roamed Wyoming,  

a living Apatosaurus ate one ton of 

vegetation daily and weighed 25 tons. 

The museum’s hours of operation are 

Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. 

Admission is free. Disney-Pixar’s 2015 

The Good Dinosaur featured a Wyoming 

Apatosaurus named Arlo who meets 

a human friend while navigating an 

unfamiliar landscape. 

4  Laramie’s Basecamp

Need to buy a rain jacket or rent outdoor 

gear? Owner Rebecca Walsh founded 

Laramie’s Basecamp outdoor store 

to sell active clothing and gear, host 

workshops and give trail advice. She also 

rents tents, water filters, backpacks and 

stand-up paddleboards. While downtown, 

check out Laramie’s Brewery Tour that 

brings you to five microbreweries within 

a few blocks of each other. Start at 

Accomplice Mycro-Pub and end at The 

Library Sports Grille & Brewery.

5  Vee Bar Guest Ranch

Experience horseback riding, river 

tubing, evening campfires and incredible 

food at this gorgeous guest ranch. The 

main lodge was built in 1891 and served 

as a stagecoach stop and a post office in 

its early days. In 2022, you can enjoy all-

inclusive three-night or six-night stays 

from June 5-Sept. 3.  The ranch also 

offers overnight bed & breakfast stays 

that include hot breakfast and access to 

an outdoor hot tub, yard games, walking 

trails and more.

THE OUTPOST 
Lose the crowds in Laramie’s great outdoors and its cultural attractions.

By Tori Peglar

Learn more at the Laramie Area Visitor Center/Albany County Tourism Board, 800 S 3rd St., in Laramie or at VisitLaramie.org. 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH
CHEYENNE TO LARAMIE, WYO.

51 miles, 51 minutes  
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W hen you drive 
the 29-mile 
Snowy Range 

Scenic Byway through the 
Medicine Bow National Forest, 
you'll experience alpine lakes 
and granite peaks, a landscape 
you’d never see if you simply 
took I-80 from Laramie toward 
Yellowstone National Park.  

When you reach Saratoga, Wyo., 
stop at � e Snowy Mountain 
Brewery, which may be the only 
brewery in the country with its 
own hot springs resort. Soak in 
the 70-foot mineral hot springs 
pool or the teepee-covered 
smaller mineral pools. � en dry 
o�  and sip great local microbrews 

in the Snowy Mountain 
Biergarten or indoor taproom 
that serves pub-style food from 
sandwiches and handmade pizza 
to grilled steak.

Spend the night in one of the 
rustic rooms at the on-site 
Saratoga Springs Resort. In the 
morning, play golf at the nine-
hole public golf course that runs 
along the North Platte River. Or 
turn on the adventure by renting 
a UTV at the resort. Choose from 
UTVs that accommodate two-
to-six passengers for half-day or 
full-day adventures. 

A� erwards, stop at Bella’s Bistro 
in Saratoga, which serves classic 

Italian meals on its outdoor patio 
or in its cute house painted green 
with red shutters. 

From Saratoga, head north to 
Rawlins where you can walk 
a stretch of the Continental 
Divide Trail, which extends from 
Canada to Mexico. Hop on the 
trail at Rawlins Spring Park at 
the intersection of West Davis 
and Bennett streets. A� erwards, 
fuel up on curries at Anong’s 
� ai Cuisine or the Aspen House 
Restaurant for blackened ribeye 
or vegetarian dishes.

Learn more about 
Carbon County at 
WyomingCarbonCounty.com. 

SOUTHERN WYOMING GEMS
Hot springs, a beer garden and more await.   

By Tori Peglar

Dude Ranch 
Respite
If you’re searching for a 
sense of wellness this year, 
a vacation at a dude ranch 
is the perfect opportunity to 
relax in nature, unplug and 
get away from it all. When 
you stay at a dude ranch, 
you’ll experience cowboy 
life firsthand. While riding 
horses is a given, there are 
all kinds of activities 
offered at dude ranches 
across Wyoming, Montana 
and Idaho. 

If you’re a foodie, there are 
ranches with mind-blowing 
farm-to-table experiences. 
If you’re interested in 
wildlife, one ranch in 
Wyoming will take you to 
see wild horses. Others 
have amazing kids’ 
programs complete 
with ziplining. 

Dude ranches are 
all-inclusive, offering 
individual accommodations, 
small group sizes and, 
of course, lots of time 
in nature. 

“It’s so easy to connect to 
the great outdoors on a 
ranch,” muses Bryce 
Albright, The Dude 
Ranchers’ Association 
executive director.

Whether you’re learning 
horsemanship, exploring 
on a long trail ride, enjoying 
dinner around a campfire 
or simply reading a book on 
the porch, you’ll feel 
connected to the land and 
history of the West.

To learn more and to 
find your perfect dude 
ranch vacation, 
visit DudeRanch.org.

- Mikaela Ruland
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LARAMIE, WYO., TO SARATOGA, WYO.

98 miles, 1 hour and 35 minutes  
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Out Where the

Air is
Crowds are
& Adventures Last

Cleaner,
Thinner,

Longer.

VISITLARAMIE.ORG · 307-745-4195

Explore Wyoming’s under-discovered 
southeastern corner as part of the most 
scenic route from Denver to Yellowstone. 

Laramie makes the perfect first stop on your 
western adventure, providing the bustling 
activity in Wyoming’s spirited college town as 
well as the room to breathe.

Medicine Bow National Forest
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A s you drive Interstate 25 in 
Wyoming from the towns of 
Glendo to Wheatland, you pass 

through parts of the West you’ve never 
seen pop up on your Instagram feed. It’s 
the perfect place to have an unchartered 
adventure.

Disguised by miles of prairie, Glendo State 
Park includes the picturesque Glendo 
Reservoir. It's a great place to camp, hike, 
mountain bike and get out on the water to 
explore the gorgeous red rock shoreline. 
Head to Rooch’s Marina where you can rent 

everything from pontoon boats and stand-
up paddleboards to inner tubes. 

Surrounding the town of Guernsey are two 
can’t-miss historical stops. The Oregon Trail 
Ruts State Historic Site and Register Cliff State 
Historic Site are two physical reminders of the 
pioneers who made the journey west on the 
Oregon Trail during the late 1800s. 

At the Oregon Trail Ruts site, you’ll see three-
foot-deep paths carved by wagon wheels in 
the sandstone. At Register Cliff, the names of 
travelers are etched into the rock. 

Then head to Hilltop Bar and Grill in 
Wheatland for locally sourced beef. 

“They truly have the best hamburgers you’ll 
ever taste,” says Platte County Chamber 
executive director Shawna Reichert. “And 
their hand-cut fries are to die for.”

Afterwards, head to the Conoco Station on 
16th Street for local and old-time souvenirs 
and soft-serve ice cream. 

Learn more about Platte County at 
WYPlatteCo.com. 

OFF THE RADAR
By Mikaela Ruland
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RAWLINS, WYO., TO WHEATLAND, WYO.

157 miles, 2 hours ad 39 minutes  
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escapeescape
& connect

Platte Co.
Wyoming’s

Recharge in the vast beauty of Wyoming away from the crowds and surrounded by adventure. 
The choices are endless – float the river, go cliff diving, bike through the countryside, or walk 
the paths of pioneers. Awaken your senses with two beautiful state parks, five inviting small 
towns, sparkling lakes, and breathtaking views. There’s plenty of room to connect to your next 

adventure in Wyoming’s Platte County.  WYPlatteCo.com  |  #WYPlatteCo

Chugwater  |  Wheatland  |  Guernsey  |  Hartville  |  Glendo

FRACTIONALS_YSJ_2022.indd   32FRACTIONALS_YSJ_2022.indd   32 3/3/22   4:27 PM3/3/22   4:27 PM



Learn more at VisitCasper.com. 

1  Experience Unexpected Culture

Experience everything Casper, from its 

100-year-old art scene to local music and food 

at the 5150 Festival in August. 

FUN FACT: 5150 is Casper’s elevation.

2  Touch History

Independence Rock was an important 

landmark for west-bound pioneers. Countless 

names of pioneers and Native Americans alike 

are carved into the awe-inspiring rock. 

FUN FACT: Casper sits at the intersection of 

the Oregon, California and Mormon trails and 

the Pony Express route.

3  Quench Your Thirst

Stop by the circus-inspired Backwards 

Distilling Company for small-batch spirits like 

“Strong Man Gin” and “Sword Swallower Rum” 

transformed into craft cocktails, or sample its 

Milk Can Moonshine line. 

TIP: Order the Freakshow, a mix of vodka, 

pineapple and muddled jalapeno. 

4  Try On Cowboy Boots

A trip out West wouldn’t be complete without 

cowboy boots. One-hundred-year-old Lou 

Taubert Ranch Outfitters at 125 E. 2nd St. is 

the place to go.

FUN FACT: The store is four stories tall and 

stocks 10,000 pairs of boots. 

5  Get a Taste of The Old West

Journey in the footsteps of pioneers in a 

covered wagon on the Oregon Trail with 

Historic Trails West. Treks range from two 

hours to five days.

TIP: If the Pony Express is more your style, you 

can also experience the area’s historic trails on 

horseback.  

6  Take In the Views

Head to Rotary Park to hike the 4.5-mile 

roundtrip Bridle Trail for great views of Casper 

or the short trail to Garden Creek Falls.

TIP: Rotary Park has a great picnic area, so 

don’t forget to pack lunch.

7  Get Wet

Rent a paddleboard or kayak at Alcova Resort 

to experience the 400-foot walls of Fremont 

Canyon. 

TIP: When you get off the water, head to the 

Waterfront Grille’s patio to order breakfast, 

lunch or dinner and take in the views.

CASPER’S TOP SEVEN 
In Casper, experience all the great state of Wyoming has to offer in one place. Here are seven reasons to stop.

By Mikaela Ruland
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH
WHEATLAND, WYO.,TO CASPER, WYO.

109 miles, 1 hour and 27 minutes  
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1  Drive a Stunning Scenic Canyon

Half an hour south of Buffalo, bring your high-

clearance vehicle to explore Crazy Woman 

Canyon. This stunning scenic drive is a dirt 

road through a canyon full of towering cliffs 

that follows Crazy Woman Creek. Allow at 

least two hours for a leisurely tour and longer 

if you plan to picnic or fish the creek’s waters. 

If you’re not traveling in a high-clearance 

vehicle, rent an ATV or side-by-side from 

Ultimate Outdoors in Buffalo.

2  Learn About the Cattle War

Buffalo was home to the infamous 1892 Johnson 

County War. Learn more about this fascinating 

conflict between the cattle barons of southern 

Wyoming and small cattle operators in Buffalo 

at the Hoofprints of the Past Museum in Kaycee. 

Then, head north on Old Hwy. 87 toward Buffalo 

and visit the TA Guest Ranch, the site of the war’s 

final battle. Stop in for dinner at The Cookhouse 

every night except Sunday, and enjoy a farm-to-

table meal. Afterwards, you can see the bullet 

holes from the battle in the barn’s walls.

3  Explore the Trails on Horseback

If you want to experience the beauty of the 

Bighorn Mountains, there’s no better way to do 

so than on a guided horseback ride. Book a trip 

with Black Tooth Excursions for a two, four or 

six-hour ride, or stay at TA Guest Ranch where 

you can go for a trail ride or attend the offered 

horsemanship and team penning demos.

4  Spend an Evening at the Historic 
Occidental Hotel

Pronounced “ox-i-den-tal,” this stunning hotel 

was once a stagecoach stop. Book a room or 

suite to experience one of its themed, historic 

rooms. But even if you aren’t staying the night, 

spending an evening here is a must. Grab a drink 

in the elegant 1908 saloon, complete with a 

25-foot bar and bullet holes in the ceiling. Then, 

enjoy fine dining in the Virginian Restaurant 

where buffalo steaks are the specialty. Locals 

swing by on Thursday nights for the 7 p.m. jam 

sessions, organized by the hotel’s musician 

proprietors. During the summer, you’ll find live 

music most nights of the week.  

5  Sample Local Favorites

Start the day off with a coffee and an incredible 

cinnamon roll from Lolly’s Sugar Shack located 

right next to the Occidental Hotel. When it's time 

for lunch, head to Sagewood Café, a soup and 

sandwich spot that features homemade bread 

and a kitchen-themed gift shop. “If she ever 

retires,” locals say of the owner, “we’re in deep 

trouble.”

6  Celebrate Sheep

In addition to its rich history, Johnson County 

is known for its sheep industry. Take a tour of 

local wool manufacturer, Mountain Meadow 

Wool, and learn how the wool gets processed 

from start to finish. Each June, Buffalo holds 

the Sheep Fest. You’ll find vendors selling wool 

goods, sheep dog trials, sheep shearing and 

homemade Basque food and music. Check out 

JohnsonCountyWyEvents.com for other events 

throughout the year like the winter Ski-Jor Wars.

TO EXPERIENCE 
THE WEST

On your way to Yellowstone National Park's 

East Entrance, stop in the towns of Buffalo and 

Kaycee, Wyo., for a dose of history and culture.

By Mikaela Ruland

Learn more at JohnsonCountyWy.com. 
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114 miles, 1 hour and 44 minutes  
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SOAKING SECRET
By Tori Peglar 

S ee herds of bison and soak in 
hot springs for free without 
Yellowstone’s crowds in Hot Springs 

State Park in Thermopolis, Wyo., just under 
2.5 hours east of Yellowstone. After driving 
through the park to see bison, unwind 
in the park’s free Bath House, which has 
104-degree water.

Then float the Bighorn River by renting 
an inner tube and life jacket from Rent 
Adventure, which offers a tubing shuttle 
service. Your float could take between 

2-4 hours, depending on water flow. In 
East Thermopolis, look for the legendary 
Shorty’s Saloon. Step out of the river 
and head to Shorty’s for food and 
drinks on the patio. 

At Hot Springs County Museum & 
Cultural Center, you can see a horse-drawn 
carriage used as a Yellowstone taxi and 
one of Wyoming’s largest American Indian 
artifact collections. Don’t miss the bar 
top that sat in the Hole-in-the-Wall Bar 
frequented by Butch Cassidy. Afterwards, 

dine at Bangkok Thai or head to One Eyed 
Buffalo Brewery.

If you’ve ever dreamed of being a 
paleontologist, stop at the Wyoming 
Dinosaur Center. The center has exhibits, a 
lab with visitor-viewing and more than 30 
mounted dinosaur skeletons. In late spring 
through early fall, make reservations for 
the “Dig for A Day Program” where you 
join paleontologists unearthing fossils.

Learn more at HotSpringsWyoming.com. 
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bestroutetoyellowstone.com

Wyoming’s Climbing Mecca • Award-Winning Hotels
Washakie Museum • Ten Sleep Brewery • Big Horn Mountains 

Rolling hills and horse trails. 
Blue ribbon fly fishing. Campfire 
songs and kids with ear-to-ear 
grins. Spend a week with us. 
Leave with a lifetime of memories.

Buffalo, Wyoming •  307-684 -7876  •  www.paradiseranch.com

Rolling hills and horse trails. 

DISCOVER HOW
WIDE-OPEN SPACES

CAN BRING YOU
CLOSER TOGETHER
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When President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
ordered all people with Japanese 
ancestry to be removed from the West 

Coast during World War II, more than 14,000 
Japanese Americans ended up behind barbed wire 
at Heart Mountain Relocation Center. 

The first incarcerees arrived via train on Aug. 12, 
1942. The last left the center in November 1945. 

Today, stop by the Heart Mountain Interpretive 
Center to learn more about the Japanese and 
Japanese Americans who were forcibly moved 

from Washington, Oregon and California where 
they lived. There’s a museum, gallery and theater. 
Then head outdoors to the walking trail to see a 
war memorial and original camp structures. 

“It’s a really important piece of American history,” 
says Kate Wilson of Heart Mountain Interpretive 
Center. “A lot of people don't know about it or 
don't know it's an American story—not just a 
Japanese story or a Japanese American story.”

Learn more at HeartMountain.org. Read the longer 
story at MyYellowstonePark.com.

HEARTBREAK ON  
HEART MOUNTAIN

Visit a World War II Japanese American confinement site in Powell, Wyo.  
By Tori Peglar

The best way over the Bighorn 
Mountains on the way to 
Yellowstone is U.S. Hwy. 
16, known as the Sweet 16. 
Passing through Ten Sleep, 
it’s also known as the safest 
route because of the road’s 
gentle curves and lower-
grade hills. 

For the camping enthusiast, 
the Bighorn National Forest 
has 32 different campgrounds 
and 14 picnic areas. Just 20 
miles east of Ten Sleep on 
Hwy. 16, camp at the gorgeous 
Lake View Campground on  
the northern end of 
Meadowlark Lake.

At Washakie Museum,  
see exhibits on Paleoindian 
mammoth hunters and 
Wyoming’s early settlers.  
The Last West exhibit 
covers cattle barons and the 
infamous Spring Creek Raid 
of 1909. There are plenty of 
hands-on activities for kids.

This area attracts climbers 
who scale the limestone walls 
of Ten Sleep Canyon. After 
viewing the climbers, head 
to Ten Sleep Brewing Co. for 
a beer and first-come, first-
served camping sites for tents 
or small campers or vans. 
Check in at the brewery to  
pay for camping services  
and for where to park.

Learn more at  
BestRouteToYellowstone.com.

-Tori Peglar

The 
Scenic 
Route

ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH
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YELLOWSTONE 

Perfectly positioned on the road to America’s first national 
park, Casper is where the old west meets new and the trails 
connect you to history and adventure. Come as you are and 
explore our vibrant community, touchable western history and 

authentic Wyoming culture.

IS THE ROAD TO 

SO MEMORABLE.

ONLY IN CASPER
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Learn more at CodyYellowstone.org.

P
H

O
TO

: O
ld

 T
ra

il 
To

w
n 

co
ur

te
sy

 o
f C

od
y 

Ye
llo

w
st

on
e

1  The Irma Hotel

Built in 1902 and named after Buffalo Bill 

Cody’s youngest daughter, this historic hotel 

is open for tours, overnight stays and dining. 

Head to Silver Saddle Saloon to order a cold 

Buffalo Bill Beer and admire the original 

cherry wood bar Queen Victoria of England 

gave to Buffalo Bill.

2  Cody Nite Rodeo

Celebrate 80-plus years of rodeo at the world’s 

longest running rodeo every night June 1 

through Aug. 31. Doors open at 7 p.m., and 

the rodeo starts at 8 p.m. Buy your tickets in 

advance online or at one of 30 retailers in Cody 

who sell them.

3  Meeteetse Chocolatier

Thirty miles southeast of Cody, stop in 

Meeteetse where quaint wooden boardwalks 

roll through downtown. Stop by the Meeteetse 

Chocolatier where cowboy Tim Kellogg has 

developed an international following for his 

fine chocolates.

4  Old Trail Town

This family-friendly stop features authentic 

frontier buildings from the 1890s. The 

buildings include original cabins used 

by outlaws Butch Cassidy and the 

Sundance Kid and a saloon frequented by 

Cassidy’s “Hole-in-the-Wall Gang.” You'll 

find historic artifacts, including a horse-

drawn hearse.

5  Buff alo Bill Center of the West

This Smithsonian-affiliated five-in-one 

museum complex enables you to explore 

exhibits on firearms, Native Americans, 

natural history, world-class art and Buffalo 

Bill himself. Your admission ticket is good 

for two days.

6  Cody Firearms Experience

Discover how guns changed the way tribes like 

the Shonshone hunted and what types of guns 

Lewis and Clark brought with them for their 

1803-06 expedition at this museum. It also 

features an indoor shooting range. 

7  Buff alo Bill Dam

Six miles west of Cody is the Buffalo Bill Dam 

& Visitor Center. Completed in 1910, it was 

the world’s highest concrete dam at the time, 

stretching 325 feet into the sky. Stop by the 

visitor center to see a movie, stroll the top of 

the dam and peruse the gift shop.

8  The Cody Cattle Company

Located near Stampede Rodeo Park, enjoy this 

ultra-casual live country western music show 

and dinner buffet. Dinner is at 5:30 p.m., and the 

6:30 p.m. show is over in time for you to attend 

the Cody Nite Rodeo.

WILD WEST
Located near one of Yellowstone's least-crowded entrances, the Cody, Wyo., area o� ers great attractions. It's home to 

one of the highest number of guest/dude ranches in the Rocky Mountain region. Here are the top 8 reasons to visit. 
By Tori Peglar
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POWELL, WYO., TO CODY, WYO. 

24 miles, 25 minutes

YSJ-2022_RoadTrip-Rocky-Mtn-High_09.indd   38YSJ-2022_RoadTrip-Rocky-Mtn-High_09.indd   38 3/3/22   12:22 PM3/3/22   12:22 PM



Open May–September, 
6 miles west of Cody. 
FREE ADMISSION. 
Travel info, exhibits, 
and awesome 
canyon views.

307-527-6076
BBDVC.com

Experience the 
West through 
firearms at Cody’s 
Premier shooting 

experience. Starting at only $39. 
First time shooters encouraged.

307-586-4287
CodyFirearmsExperience.com307-587-6661 • wyomingrivertrips.com

The old west as 
it really was. 27 
Historical Buildings, 
Jeremiah Johnston’s 
grave, Butch Cassidy’s 

Hole-in-the-Wall cabin and more!

1831 Demaris Drive, Cody, WY
OldTrailTown.org

Plan your trip today at CodyYellowstone.org or call 1-800-393-CODY

Rodeo Capital of the 
World! Real western family 
fun, nightly June 1st 
thru August 31st. Come 
celebrate at the exciting 
Cody Stampede Rodeo, 
June 30–July 4th.

307-587-5155 • CodyStampedeRodeo.com

307-587-4771 • CenterOfTheWest.org

BUFFALO BILL
CENTER OF THE WEST

OLD TRAIL TOWN

WYOMING RIVER TRIPS CODY IS RODEO

    BUFFALO BILL DAM
& VISITOR

CENTER

CODY FIREARMS
EXPERIENCE

Five award-winning 
museums, amazing 
exhibitions, exciting 
experiences, and 

delicious food and drink options. 
This is your West—so build your own 
Wild West adventure!

Wyoming River 
Trips offers two-
hour to full-day 
guided raft, 

inflatable-kayak, and packraft trips. 
Private options are available. WRT is 
a second generation professional 
river outfitter since 1978.
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T hese days, there seems to 
be a food truck pulling up 
to a sidewalk near you, no 

matter where you go. But just east of 
Yellowstone, you can get served from the 
oldest kitchen on wheels in the country—
the chuckwagon. 

In 1866, Charles Goodnight invented 
the chuckwagon, a 10-foot by 40-inch- 
wide covered wagon that carried food, 
water, cooking tools and a dutch oven. It 
revolutionized meal time for cowboys who 
previously had to scramble for food on 
long cattle drives. 

Today, watch your dinner get prepared on 
a chuckwagon at the Cowboy Chuckwagon 
Experience at the Buffalo Bill Center of the 
West in Cody. It’s one of many experiences 
you can have at this Smithsonian-affiliated 
complex that’s home to world-class art, 
remarkable American Indian artifacts and 

YELLOWSTONE-AREA GEMS
Discover great lodging and a world-class museum near Yellowstone's East Entrance.

By Tori Peglar
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CODY, WYO., TO YELLOWSTONE'S EAST ENTRANCE 

50 miles, 55 minutes  

YSJ-2022_RoadTrip-Rocky-Mtn-High_09.indd   40YSJ-2022_RoadTrip-Rocky-Mtn-High_09.indd   40 3/3/22   12:22 PM3/3/22   12:22 PM



cultural exhibits. From horseback rides 
to breathtaking art by Albert Bierstadt, 
Frederic Remington and C.M. Russell, 
there’s enough here to stay for days. And in 
fact, every museum entrance ticket is good 
for two days. 

“We have so much for people who want 
to learn and take a deep dive into our 
collections, but we also are giving people 
other ways to learn,” says Levi Meyer, 
the complex’s public relations and marketing 
manager. 

Put on your jeans and slip into a saddle 
at the complex’s corrals for an hour-long 
trail ride. Then head to Scout Saddle Co. 
at the front of the museum where you’ll find 
a real saddle-making workshop 
with leather-making legend Keith Seidel and 
his apprentices.

And of course, there’s Buffalo Bill himself, 
founder of Cody and a world-renowned 
showman whose Wild West shows 
entertained thousands, including Queen 
Victoria of England. Discover more about 
this Old West character at the Buffalo Bill 
Museum on site. 

After visiting Cody, drive west toward 
Yellowstone. You’ll find the area 
spectacularly scenic. President Theodore 
Roosevelt called the 50-mile stretch between 
Cody and Yellowstone National Park’s East 
Entrance the “50 most beautiful miles in 
America.” 

If he visited today, he may add that it’s one 
of the most uncrowded experiences you 
can have so close to the park. Dotted with 
historic lodges like Elephant Head Lodge, 
which was opened by Buffalo Bill Cody’s 

niece in 1910 (while modernized over time 
it still retains its original charm), you’re 
guaranteed an authentic experience. 

“People are so surprised when they get here 
and they say, ‘We could’ve spent a couple 
more days here,’” says Betsy Christiansen 
whose Shoshone Lodge and Guest Ranch 
was built in the 1920s and has been run by 
four generations of her husband’s family. “It 
offers an uncrowded experience.” 

Plus, the area offers tons of activities from 
horseback riding and fishing to ziplining. It’s 
also a great place to spot wildlife. 

Learn more about Buffalo Bill Center of 
the West at CenteroftheWest.org. Discover 
lodging accommodations just east of 
Yellowstone’s East Entrance at 
Yellowstone-Lodging.com.
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Blair Hotels offers more that a place to stay:
we offer warm, welcoming getaways designed for unforgettable experiences.

Near iconic natural attractions like Yellowstone National Park, the Grand Tetons and Mount Rushmore. 
Five resort-style hotels in the Rocky Mountain West towns of Buffalo, Cody and Riverton, WY 

Comfort Inn at Buffalo
Bill Village Resort
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Here are some of our favorite things 
to do from hiking to exploring some 
of Grand Teton National Park's  most 
iconic treasures.

GRAND TETON’S 
TOP SIX

3
DRIVE TETON 
PARK ROAD

Spot wildlife and stop for a picnic 
on this 21-mile scenic drive in the 
park. It stretches from Moose to 

Jackson Lake Junction.

2
ASPEN RIDGE-BOULDER 

RIDGE LOOP

Hike to Phelps Lake on this 5.8-mile 
loop that leaves from the Laurence S. 
Rockefeller Preserve and brings you 
along the Aspen Ridge Trail through 
aspen trees and boulder � elds until 

you get to Phelps Lake. You'll get views 
of Death Canyon at the lake. 

Take Boulder Ridge Trail back. 

1
BREAKFAST IN THE 

MURAL DINING ROOM 

Start the day with breakfast at the 
Mural Dining Room in Jackson Lake 
Lodge for a delicious breakfast with 
unforgettable views. � e � oor-to-
ceiling panoramic windows o� er 
outstanding views of the Tetons.

44  .  Yellowstone Edition 2022
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PHOTOS: Grand Teton National Park (Dipti Samant, Tamron Photo Contest), Phelps Lake (Jason Fairchild, Tamron Photo Contest), Mural Dining Room and 
huckleberry milkshake (Grand Teton Lodge Co.), Teton Park Road, Mormon Row (Grant Ordelheide), Taggart Lake (Flickr/Kathryn Harper)

NOTE: Because of potential COVID-19 closures, please check with Grand Teton Lodge Co. at www.gtlc.com to find out what lodging, activities and food servces 
are open.

6
GET A HUCKLEBERRY 

MILKSHAKE

Stop at the Pioneer Grill in 
the Jackson Lake Lodge for 

the best milkshake ever. A� er you 
take a sip, you’ll understand 

why bears seek out huckleberry 
bushes to feast.

5
HIKE TO 

TAGGART LAKE

� is beautiful 3-mile round-trip 
trail cuts through sagebrush � ats 

and forests before rolling into 
Taggart Lake. You’ll gain 350 feet 

of elevation on this trail rated “easy.” 
From the lake, you’ll have great 

views of the awe-inspiring, 
13,770-foot Grand Teton.

4
VISIT MORMON ROW

Founded in the 1890s by Mormon 
settlers, this community was once 

home to 27 homesteads. Today see T.A. 
Moulton’s much-photographed iconic 

barn. Drive north from Jackson on Hwy. 
191 past Moose Junction, turn right onto 

Antelope Flats Road and drive for 1.5 
miles. A trail brochure and interpretive 

sign can be found at the parking lot.

MyYellowstonePark.com  .  45
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Mormon Row
Founded in the late 1890s by Mormon 
settlers, this community was once home to 27 
homesteads, a blacksmith shop, church, school 
and multiple ranches. Today, photographers 
from all over the world visit to capture images 
of the Moulton brothers’ iconic barns framed 
by the Tetons. � e John Moulton Barn is near 
John and Bartha Moulton’s pink stucco home, 
which remains on site. T.A. Moulton Barn 
was built during a 30-year period. In 1997, 
Mormon Row was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

To get there, drive north from Jackson on 
Hwy. 191 past Moose Junction, turn right 
onto Antelope Flats Road and drive 1.5 miles.  

Snake River Overlook
When Ansel Adams captured the Snake 
River in 1942 in what would become one 
of his most iconic photographs, he was 
working for the Department of the Interior. 
His job was to create a photographic mural 
that would re� ect the department's mission 
to manage and conserve national resources. 
When Pearl Harbor was bombed, Adams’ 
project took a back seat to the war. His 200 
photographs sat in the National Archives 
until 2010 when Secretary of the Interior 
Ken Salazar unveiled murals representing 26 
of Adams’ photos in the building.  

You can still re-create his shot at the Snake 
River Overlook in Grand Teton National 
Park on Hwy. 191 about 8.5 miles north of 
Moose Junction.

Oxbow Bend
Farther north, along Hwy. 89 and one mile 
east of Jackson Lake Junction, stop for 
breathtaking views at Oxbow Bend. When 
you arrive, you’ll understand why this stop 
got its name. An oxbow is a crescent-shaped 
section of river,  and this bend in the Snake 
River is framed by the awe-inspiring Mount 
Moran to the west.

It’s a great place to see blue herons, bears, 
moose and even river otters. O� en, 
photographers visit at dawn or dusk to get 
their iconic park shots. 

A� erwards, grab a bite to eat at the Pioneer 
Grill in the Jackson Lake Lodge. 

ROADSIDE STOPS See the best in Grand Teton National Park.
By Tori Peglar

� ese scenic stops and road-trip advice are sponsored by Nokian Tyres. Get more road-trip tips and information at NokianTires.com.

1 HAVE A SPARE
Pack a spare tire and make 
sure it’s properly inflated 

and has solid tread depth.

2 CHECK YOUR BATTERY
Before your road trip, 
check your battery’s 

charge. Heat saps its strength, 
so make sure you have a 
full charge, especially 
driving in Grand Teton 
National Park. 

3 INFLATE YOUR TIRES
Inflate each tire to your car’s 
recommended tire pressure 

to avoid a tire blowout or wasting 
gas mileage. That number is 
usually located in your car’s 
owner manual or on a sticker 
inside your passenger door.

4 EXAMINE YOUR TREADS
Stick a penny in a tire tread 
with Lincoln’s head upside 

down. If you can see his whole 
head, you need new tires. The 
shallower the tread, the less 
responsive your tires are to wet, 
snowy or icy conditions. 
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4 Tips

ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH
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Variable distances and time  

YSJ-2022_RoadTrip-Rocky-Mtn-High_09.indd   46YSJ-2022_RoadTrip-Rocky-Mtn-High_09.indd   46 3/3/22   12:23 PM3/3/22   12:23 PM



www.HeartMountain.org • 307.754.8000 • info@heartmountain.org
15 minutes east of Cody, WY off of Highway 14A between Cody & Powell

1539 Road 19, Powell, Wyoming 82435 • Summer Hours 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Daily

HEART MOUNTAIN
World War II National Historic Landmark SiteWorld War II National Historic Landmark Site

MUSEUM

WAR MEMORIAL

GALLERY

 WALKING TRAIL

ORIGINAL 
STRUCTURES

Visit the site where 14,000 
Japanese Americans were 

confined during World War II.

HEART MOUNTAIN
INTERPRETIVE CENTER
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1  Via Ferrata

Unlike the world-renowned expert climbing 

routes in the Tetons, the Via Ferrata makes 

mountain climbing accessible for families 

and individuals looking for adventure. 

Accompanied by a guide, you’ll secure 

yourself to cables and move across a 

mountain face by way of metal ladders, 

rope walkways and ledges. Book in advance 

a full-day climb (five hours) with lunch 

included or a partial-day climb (three hours) 

that enables you to sample some of the 

routes without lunch.  

2  Aerial Tram  
 
Take the tram and soar 4,139 vertical feet, 
passing the famed Corbet’s Couloir on your 
way to the summit. Experience 360-degree 
views of both the Tetons and Jackson 
Hole’s valley floor. Once at the summit, 
enjoy world-famous waffles at Corbet’s 
Cabin, as well as a wide variety of hiking, 
running, climbing and sightseeing 
opportunities. 

3  Ropes Course and Bungee 
Trampoline

This is paradise on Earth for kids and for 

every adult who has continued to cultivate 

their inner child. The 25-foot-high Aerial 

Adventure Course is a network of cargo nets, balance beams, wobbly 

bridges and other challenges. You can also try the Bungee Trampoline 

that safely suspends you up to 24 feet in the air. Kids ages 5-7 must be 

accompanied by a paying adult on the ropes course.

4  Paragliding 

You’ll see incredible scenery as you 

paraglide over the Jackson Hole area, 

flying with a tandem professional pilot 

from Jackson Hole Paragliding.  

No previous experience is necessary, 

but you must weigh between 40 and 

220 pounds and be physically fit 

enough to run. It is recommended you 

book in advance.

5  Hike the Wildflower Trail  
 
Get amazing views, pass fields of 

wildflowers and take breaks on benches 

tucked in the shade on this must-do hike 

to the top of Bridger Gondola. It’s always 

free to ride down the gondola or tram, 

so hike away, knowing you don’t have to 

hike down.

6  Mountain Biking

Feel the rush of biking downhill on 

exciting mountain trails without 

having to sweat uphill. The five-minute 

Teewinot chairlift will bring you and 

your bike to the top. A new set of trails 

serviced by Sweetwater Gondola opened 

in summer 2021, expanding the variety 

even more. Rent your bike at JH Sports 

in Teton Village. And if your family is new to mountain biking, set 

yourself up for success by putting your child in the JH Sports youth 

bike camp or by hiring a private guide for the day. 

Learn about Jackson Hole Mountain Resort at JacksonHole.com. 
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THE BIG SIX
Right next to Grand Teton National Park, Jackson Hole Mountain Resort offers a ton of fun. 

By Tori Peglar
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GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARK TO JACKSON HOLE MOUNTAIN RESORT, WYO.

.5 miles, 2 minutes  
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The most scenic route
to Yellowstone

www.yellowstone-lodging Located just outside the East entrance of 307-587-9595
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Great Western Expeditions is not just 
another Jackson, Wyo., tour company. 
Family-owned and operated, the staff has 

taken national park touring to the next level. No 
matter which excursion you book, you’ll be able to 
fully customize it. Most tours are private.

Take, for instance, the Sunriser Breakfast Experience. 
Your guide will pick you up in a luxury vehicle 
and take you on a stunning early morning tour of 
Grand Teton National Park where you’ll learn more 
than you could’ve ever imagined about the park, 
spot wildlife and soak in gorgeous views. Your final 
destination? A picturesque breakfast served safari-
style in the great outdoors. Think tablecloths, flowers 
in vases and delicious food.

This tour just scratches the surface of Great Western 
Expeditions’ offerings. Book a Wolf & Predator 
safari to learn more about Yellowstone’s carnivores. 
Or, opt for a longer trip to experience Wyoming 
outside the national parks. 

The Caesar family has been sharing the Jackson, 
Grand Teton and Yellowstone region with visitors 
for more than 30 years.

“Our love for Wyoming is the reason we created 
Great Western Expeditions,” says owner Rob 
Caesar. “After spending our lives exploring all of its 
treasures, we chose to follow our passion and now 
share these amazing landscapes with visitors from 
around the world.”

Traveling with a group? Great Western Expeditions 
caters to big parties too. 

Whether you’re looking for a half-day, full-day 
or multi-day tour or are imagining a custom 
experience, Great Western Expeditions will create a 
vacation you’ll remember for a lifetime.

Learn more and book your expedition at 
GreatWesternExpeditions.com.  

LEVEL UP YOUR VACATION
Tour Yellowstone and Grand Teton with Great Western Expeditions  

for an unforgettable experience.
By Mikaela Ruland

Celebrating nearly 60 
years of experience and 
an outstanding safety 
record, Barker Ewing by 
Jackson Hole 
Whitewater offers a 
great trip on the Snake 
River for the young and 
the young at heart.

The company offers fun 
and family-friendly 
7-mile float trips down 
the Snake River. The 
float trips last about 2.5 
to 3 hours and begin at 
the historic Snake River 
Ranch and end at Wilson 
Bridge. The views along 
the way are outstanding.

Make reservations in 
advance by calling (800) 
365-1800 or stop by the 
office in town square, 
where Barker Ewing has 
a reservation desk. Ask 
them about their 
whitewater rafting trips 
in the Snake River 
Canyon.

Learn more at 
Barker-Ewing.com

Barker 
Ewing
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH
JACKSON, WYO., AREA ATTRACTIONS

Variable minutes and miles 

50  .  Yellowstone Edition 2022
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GRAND  TETON, YELLOWSTONE 
& WYOMING  BEYOND.

307-222-0412 � GREATWESTERNEXPEDITIONS.COM
� FAMILIES � SMALL GROUPS � ADVENTURE SEEKERS �

Larger Than Life 
Experiences Begin Here.

Our unforgettable backdrops 
make for unforgettable memories. 

Get the most of your Wyoming 
adventure with a professional 

guide to share our national parks, 
river trips, local favorites, and as 

many activities as you can handle 
before we treat you to one of our 

delicious safari-style meals.

FRACTIONALS_YSJ_2022.indd   51FRACTIONALS_YSJ_2022.indd   51 3/3/22   4:29 PM3/3/22   4:29 PM



D rive south of Grand Teton 
National Park, and you will 
stumble on a wonderfully 

uncrowded national monument unlike any 
national park site you’ve visited.

Fossil Butte National Monument is a 
unique National Park Service gem 15 miles 
west of the Kemmerer/Diamondville area 
(pronounced “Kemmer”). Instead of the 
huge mountain peaks of the parks to its 
north, you’ll discover a high desert landscape 
that’s home to incredibly preserved fossils of 
ancient turtles, birds, snakes and more. In 
fact, the monument was created in 1972 to 
protect these ancient animals and plants.

Start in the visitor center for exhibits on 
more than 300 fossils, including a crocodile, 
found in the ancient, 48-million-year-old 
Fossil Lake, which is now dry. Then, head 
out to the 2.5-mile Historic Quarry Trail 
lined by trail-side exhibits about wildlife, 
plants and geology. It’s forbidden to remove 
fossils or disturb artifacts in the monument. 
During the summer, go on a guided tour, 
see fossil preparation demonstrations or tag 
along with a paleontologist on Fridays and 
Saturdays.

In the nearby town of Kemmerer, take a stroll 
through the historic downtown area and see 
the first J.C. Penney store in the nation. James 

Cash Penney opened it in 1902. You can also 
visit his original house in Kemmerer, now a 
museum, just down the block from the J.C. 
Penney store. Historic Herschler Triangle 
Park lies in the heart of downtown. Then learn 
about the history of Wyoming at the Fossil 
Country Frontier Museum.

About 40 minutes from town is Seedskadee 
National Wildlife Refuge. The refuge is 
home to the Green River and more than 220 
species of wildlife. Stop into the visitor center 
Monday through Friday 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Learn more at FossilBasin.org

FOSSIL BASIN GEMS
By Tori Peglar

ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH
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JACKSON, WYO., TO KEMMERER, WYO.

161 miles, 2 hours and 49 minutes  
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Need A place to Stay In Jackson Hole? 

1-800-4tetons townsquareinns.com

stop searching and start exploring Jackson hole. with 
four in town locations and over 400 rooms, we have 
options to meet every style and budget.

49’er Inn & Suites·Antler Inn
cowboy Village Resort·elk country inn
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S A I D  N O  O N E  E V E RS A I D  N O  O N E  E V E R

DINOSAURS 
ARE LAME

DEFINITELY NOT IN FRONT OF THE 

WALL OF BONES, ANYWAY.

D I N O S A U R  N A T I O N A L  M O N U M E N T

DINOLAND.COM

DINOSAURS 

DEFINITELY NOT IN FRONT OF THE 

FRACTIONALS_YSJ_2022.indd   53FRACTIONALS_YSJ_2022.indd   53 3/3/22   4:29 PM3/3/22   4:29 PM



Looking to avoid the crowds and see 
one of the country’s most spectacular 
national monuments? 

Head to Vernal, Utah, to see Dinosaur 
National Monument. On foot, you’ll find 
unmistakable dinosaur bones — more than 
1,500 — in the monument’s sandstone walls. 

By raft, you can explore the gorgeous  
Green River on a day or multi-day trip, 
passing beautifully striated sandstone walls 
and lush coves.  

Beyond the park, head to the McConkie 
Ranch just a 15-minute drive from Vernal 

to see hundreds of Fremont Indian rock 
art panels, most dating from 1 AD to 1300. 
Owned by Jean McConkie McKenzie, the 
500-acre property may have more ancient 
drawings in a one-mile-stretch than 
anywhere else in Utah, says Lesha Coltharp, 
Uintah County travel and tourism director, 
noting it’s a $5 per car suggested donation to 
visit the ranch. 

You’ll see the Three Kings, a set of intricate 
drawings that tower above you on the cliff ’s 
walls. You’ll also catch a glimpse of an 
ancient artist’s sense of humor when you 
spot a drawing of a frightened hunter being 
chased by a deer.

Then head to Dinosaurland KOA to rent an 
ATV and explore trails that cater to all levels 
and leave from the property. Or explore Red 
Fleet State Park where you can walk an up-
and-down, 1.5-mile trail to 200-million-year-
old dinosaur tracks. Go early in the morning 
or later afternoon as the tracks are difficult to 
see when the sun is directly above you. There’s 
camping here, including a couple sites with 
teepees. The park also rents kayaks, canoes 
and paddleboards to explore the reservoir. 

Stop by the Utah Field House of Natural 
History State Park Museum, 496 East  
Main St., for more area information or  
visit Dinoland.com. 

UNCROWDED OASIS
Explore Dinosaur National Monument and more in Vernal, Utah.

By Tori Peglar
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KEMMERER, WYO., TO DUTCH JOHN AND VERNAL, UTAH

155 miles, 3 hours and 10 minutes  
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A number of wakeless paddling 
trails near Flaming Gorge Dam 
and Sheep Creek Overlook 
enable you to explore canyons 
that rise anywhere between 100 
and 1,000 feet. You won’t even 
have to worry about waves 
from motorized boats.

“It’s really spectacular,” says 
Ryan Kelly, Flaming Gorge 
marketing director. “It’s a 
great way to get that deep 
canyon experience without 
going on a commercial trip 
downstream.”

Below the dam runs a mellow 
stretch of the Green River that’s 
great for family river floating. 
Rent a raft and float seven miles 
downstream to Little Hole 
takeout where a pre-arranged 
shuttle can pick you up. Or 
rent a houseboat to explore the 
91-mile-long reservoir. 

For great scenery, visit Red 
Canyon Overlook, the area’s 
most Instagrammed spot. 

Learn more at 
VisitFlamingGorge.com.

DESERT OASIS
Cool down in the heat of summer by renting a 

stand-up paddleboard at the Flaming Gorge 

National Recreation Area in Utah.
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Colorado’s Great Northwest 
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T ucked in the northwestern corner 
of Colorado with views that rival 
those of the Grand Canyon is the 

unexpected Dinosaur National Monument 
surrounded by small-town charm.

A little off the beaten path and away from 
the crowds, Moffat County encompasses 
the towns of Craig, Maybell, Hamilton, 
Massadona and Lay and is home to two-
thirds of Dinosaur National Monument.

The monument is a breathtaking collection of 
river canyons, fossils and petroglyphs. Inside 
the Quarry Exhibit Hall, visitors can see more 

than 1,500 dinosaur fossils on a cliff wall and 
touch fossils from 149 million years ago.

The Green River and Yampa River meet 
in Dinosaur National Monument, and the 
canyons are a sight to see by river raft or in 
your vehicle. To raft the Yampa outside the 
monument, reach out to Good Vibes Rafting 
Gear. A Yampa River Access brochure lists all 
launches from Steamboat Springs to Dinosaur 

National Monument and is available through 
Good Vibes or VisitMoffatCounty.com.

Both the Green River and Yampa River offer 
single and multi-day adventures, which  
enable you to experience the region in a 
unique and adventurous way.

“It’s absolutely gorgeous,” says Tom 
Kleinschnitz,  Visit Moffat County’s tourism 
director. “The views along the Yampa and 
Green River corridors and on the Yampa Bench 
Road in Dinosaur National Monument match 
or are better than overlooks at some places in 
the Grand Canyon.”

On the monument’s eastern edge is Deerlodge 
Park where hundreds of elk live year-round. 

“There are times in the middle of the 
winter where they’ll bunch up into a herd 
of hundreds,” Kleinschnitz says. “So that’s 
an opportunity for people to really take 
incredible pictures.”

To get there, go west from Craig on Hwy. 40 
to mile marker 44. Take the Deerlodge Park 
Road north for 12 miles, following the paved 
road to the campground with restrooms.

If you seek more wildlife, head east to Maybell 
and then north to the Sand Wash Basin area 
where one of the largest wild mustang herds 
still roam. Their biology can be traced back to 
horses brought over by early explorers from 
Europe. Sand Wash Basin is 45 miles west 
of Craig, Colo. Drive west on Hwy. 40 past 
Maybell. Turn north on Hwy. 318 and drive 
about 15 miles. Turn right on County Road 67.

Learn more at VisitMoffatCounty.com.

WESTERN 
CORNER

By Tori Peglar
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VERNAL, UTAH, TO CRAIG, COLO.

120 miles, 2 hours  
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A short drive from the park’s West Entrance lies River Run 
RV Resort, a 200-acre resort with unparalleled amenities in 
Granby, Colo.

You can paddleboard, swim in a pool, soak in hot tubs, fish in the 
headwaters of the Colorado River and lace up at the mini-bowling 
alley. There’s also a putting green, yoga lawn, fitness center and a 
dog park. When you’ve worked up an appetite, you can stroll to The 
Summit Bar & Grill and Headwaters Tavern, perfect places to enjoy a 
meal, grab a drink and relax.

Offering more lodging options than any other property in the area, the 
resort has vacation home rentals, Airstreams and Conestoga wagons. 
For those who prefer camping under the stars, you can pull up to a 
tent or RV site. And most accommodations are pet-friendly, so you 
can bring your furry four-legged family members.

The property is a five-minute drive to downtown Granby, Colo., and 
20 minutes to the town of Winter Park, Colo. 

Learn more at RiverRunRVResort.com.

RESORT STAY
Just 20 minutes from Rocky Mountain National Park sits River Run RV Resort, 

offering incredible lodging and activities.
By Tori Peglar

MyYellowstonePark.com  .  57

ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH
CRAIG, COLO., TO GRANBY, COLO.

 121 miles,  2 hours and 24 minutes  
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Love
OF

Love
AdventureFOR THE

Discover your next Rocky Mountain getaway at River Run.  From kayaking and fly fishing on the 
Colorado River to skiing Rocky Mountain slopes at nearby Winter Park or Granby Ranch to relaxing 
by a fire, explore your love of adventure here.

Yoga Lawn • Sports Court • Pool & Hot Tubs • On-Site Restaurants & Bars • Live Music • Golf Cart Rentals
Complimentary Winter Shuttle • Mini-Bowling • Pet-Friendly • Weddings & Events

RESERVATIONS:  (888) 556-7890  |  EVENT SALES:  (970) 557-0625  |  RiveRRunRvResoRt.com
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