
NORTHWEST PASSAGE 
Hot springs, high peaks and Montana’s wide open spaces dominate this 

2,114-mile tour from Seattle to Glacier and Yellowstone national parks and back.  

A � er you leave behind the vibrant 
city of Seattle and drive through 
northern Idaho’s pristine beauty, 

you’ll cross into Montana. 

� ere’s a magical evening light that sweeps 
across the broad shoulders of Montana’s 
sky. Its radiating pink and purple colors 
echo o�  windows of log-hewn cabins, 
patios of breweries and the sides of aging 
pickup trucks rattling down lonely roads. 
Montana artist C.M. Russell captured this 

magni� cent light in his paintings, and it � lls 
the landscape with a peace that seeps into its 
people like water spilling over a river bank.

Discover Montana’s spectacular culture 
as you explore the fun university town 
of Missoula and other authentic towns 
en route to Glacier National Park. Head 
east from the park to Great Falls for a 
primer on renowned artist C.M. Russell. 
� en visit Bozeman before entering the 
park in Gardiner. Exit the park via West 

Yellowstone, Mont., a town lined with 
restaurants and attractions. In Big Sky, 
you’ll � nd adrenaline-� lled activities and 
a vibrant ski town in the summer. Farther 
north, you’ll � nd boom-and-bust stories in 
the charming historic towns of Virginia City, 
Nevada City and Butte.

From Butte, hit the road to stroll Philipsburg’s 
quaint downtown and sample sweets at � e 
Sweet Palace, an astonishing store � lled with 
house-made chocolates and candy.

PHOTO: Rowing on Swiftcurrent Lake in Glacier National Park (NPS / Jacob W. Frank)
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SEATTLE'S  
TOP 5

From a fantastic market to a bookstore that’s 
survived Amazon, see the best of Seattle.

By Tori Peglar

1  Pike Place Market 

It’s touristy, but even the locals love 

this market lined with little shops 

tucked away in a labyrinth of narrow 

walkways. When it’s wet out, the 

crowds thin out and it feels more 

authentic. Right next to the entrance, 

eat at DeLaurenti, an Italian deli, wine 

and cheese shop.

2  Olympic Sculpture Park 

Set on nine acres, this sculpture park 

is Seattle’s largest downtown green 

space. After exploring, visit the Seattle 

Art Museum, one mile south. 

3  Elliott Bay Book Co.

Located in Capitol Hill, this bookstore, 

which opened in 1973, has been around 

much longer than Amazon and holds 

more than 150,000 titles. Check the 

author reading series schedule to 

attend a talk. You can grab a bite to eat 

at the cafe here, which was Seattle’s 

first bookstore cafe.

4  Seattle Public Library

This 11-story architectural marvel 

completed in 2004 is a glass-and-

steel building that looks as if the 

steel is a net around the glass. Visit 

the “Living Room” on the third floor 

intended for patrons to read. Then 

check out the  “Books Spiral” where 

you’ll find the library’s non-fiction 

collection stretching continuously up 

four floors without interruption to its 

Dewey Decimal system.  

5  Pioneer Square

Down the street from Pike Place 

Market, you’ll find trendy restaurants, 

shops and galleries housed in late 

1800s Victorian and Romanesque 

Revival buildings. 

Go on Bill Speidel’s Underground 

Tour where you can explore 

subterranean storefronts and 

sidewalks built before the Great Fire 

of 1889. After the fire, the city built on 

top of the ruins. 

Downtown Bonner’s Ferry is a 

short walk from Northside School 

Bed & Breakfast, which has a 

heated pool. In the charming town 

of Sandpoint, stay at Huckleberry 

Hill Bed and Breakfast for locally 

sourced breakfasts with wild 

huckleberries. Or sleep at Western 

Pleasure Guest Ranch where you’ll 

go on daily horse rides. 

In Athol, Idaho, stay in a cabin 

on a 440-acre tree farm at 

Cedar Mountain Farm Bed and 

Breakfast. At Log Spirit Bed & 

Breakfast, gather at the oversized 

stone fireplace in the great room. 

In Coeur d'Alene, fall asleep to the 

sounds of the Spokane River at the 

River Cove B&B. At The Roosevelt 

Inn, stay in a 14-bedroom 

converted school. At the historic 

McFarland Inn, stroll downtown. In 

Wallace, stay at the boutique Ryan 

Hotel and ride cruiser  

bikes downtown.

Learn more about North Idaho 

Bed and Breakfast Association 

member properties at NIBBA.com

North Idaho 
Getaway

Looking for a wonderful 
lakeside getaway without 
the crowds? Spend time in 
north Idaho in a string of 
gorgeous little towns. 
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5   Windmill Village 
Bakery

Locals say this bakery in Ravalli 

has the world’s best doughnuts. 

Visit the funky but adorable 

German-style building to see for 

yourself. They also make pies, 

turnovers, muffins and more with 

local produce and farm fresh eggs. 

Find it at 26715 US-93 in Ravalli 

between Missoula and Flathead 

Lake near the Hwy. 200 junction.  

6  National Bison Range

Learn about bison in Montana 

and see these majestic creatures 

on this 18,000-plus acre refuge. 

Located in the center of the 

Flathead Indian Reservation, 

ancestors of today’s herd were 

saved as orphaned calves by the 

Qlispé people. It's along Hwy. 212 

in Moiese. Stay in your car unless 

you’re on a designated trail. 

7  Flathead Lake

It’s the largest natural freshwater 

lake west of the Mississippi. With 

13 recreation sites and multiple 

state parks, it’s the perfect place 

to enjoy Montana on the water.

Explore Wild Horse Island State 

Park, a true Montana experience. 

It's home to tons of wildlife — 

including wild horses.

8  Downtown Kalispell

Filled with locally owned shops, 

restaurants, galleries and more, 

you’ll get a taste of Western 

heritage at Glacier National 

Park’s front door. Stroll Main 

Street south of Hwy. 2. 

Pull over for these great attractions lining the road  
from Missoula to Glacier National Park. 

by  Mikaela Ruland
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1  Missoula Art Museum

You’ll experience Montana’s 

vibrant art scene at the Missoula 

Art Museum, known as MAM. With 

free admission you can wander 

through a variety of exhibits, 

including a rotating one always 

dedicated to American Indian art. 

Don’t miss the outdoor Art Park.

The museum is located at 335 N. 

Pattee St. 

2  Hike the M in Missoula

Hike the .75-mile M trail, 

which takes you on 10-plus 

switchbacks 620 feet above the 

valley floor. Go a mile farther to 

reach the top of Mt. Sentinel for 

a spectacular view. The trailhead 

is on the University of Montana 

campus.

3  1889 Restaurant

Named for the year Montana was 

granted statehood, you’ll find rustic 

Montana fare with a modern twist 

at this Missoula establishment. 

Think tomahawk ribeye with a side 

of smoked brie mac and cheese, 

accompanied by an impressive 

wine list and full bar. Find 1889 at 

104 N. Higgins Ave. in downtown 

Missoula. 

4   Brennan’s Wave  
in Missoula

This human-made wave on the 

Clark Fork River is the perfect 

place to watch kayakers, surfers 

and stand-up paddleboarders in 

downtown Missoula. It's just off 

of the Riverfront Trail alongside 

Caras Park. Feeling adventurous? 

Head to Zoo Town Surfers to take 

a kayak lesson.  

 

Learn more about Missoula  
at DestinationMissoula.org/YJ  
and Glacier Country at 
GlacierMT.com. 
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You won’t find a more 
exquisitely inspiring mountain 
town than Missoula, Montana, 
where three rivers and seven 
wilderness areas converge 
in utter transcendence. The 
allure is immeasurable, 
and the culinary and live 
music scenes are downright 
remarkable, too. This hip little 
community is ecstasy for the 
outdoorsy, pulsating with arts, 
culture, big-city sounds, and 
friendly folks who happen to 
love really good local food and 
drink. Missoula doesn’t just 
satisfy the senses, it feeds 
the soul and offers a much 
needed escape to the fresh 
mountain air.

Call 1.800.526.3465 or visit destinationmissoula.org/yj for more information.

 RAFTING THE CLARK FORK RIVER, 
DOWNTOWN MISSOULA

ADVENTURE 
FINDS YOU

Travel Safely.  Explore Responsibly.

Explore the landscape beyond Glacier National Park and discover 
year-round adventures in Western Montana’s charming small towns 
and scenic travel corridors. Plan ahead, play it safe, and leave no trace. 

GlacierMT.com | #GlacierMTORDER YOUR FREE TRAVEL GUIDE 

IS EVERYTHING
RECRE AT E RE SP ON SIBLY
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GLACIER’S 
TOP SIX
Here are some of our favorite things to do 
from hiking to exploring some of Glacier’s 
most iconic treasures.
By Tori Peglar

1
EAT AT LAKE 

MCDONALD LODGE
Start the day with a delicious breakfast 

in Russell’s Fireside Dining Room at 
this historic lodge on the west side.

2
STOP AT THE CEDAR 

TREE GIFT SHOP 
Shop at the park’s largest gi�  store in Apgar 

for souvenirs or ice cream. Old-growth 
cedar trees grow through the � oor and 

ceiling. � e trees existed long before the 
store, so the builders let some stay.

3
HIKE ON 

LOGAN PASS 
At 6,646 feet, Logan Pass is the inspiring 
high point of Going-to-the-Sun Road. 

Both Hidden Lake Overlook Trail 
and the Highline Trail leave from here, 

o� ering breathtaking opportunities 
to spot wildlife. 

46  .  Yellowstone Edition 2021
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PHOTOS: Lake McDonald Lodge, Ice cream (Flickr/flare), Logan Pass view of Avalanche Lake, Many Glacier Hotel (NPS/Jacob W. Frank), 
 Red Bus Tour (NPS/Tim Rains), The Sinopah on Upper Two Medicine Lake (NPS/Bill Hayden). 

NOTE: COVID-19 precautions may impact lodging, dining and touring services.

4
DINE AT MANY 

GLACIER HOTEL 
Head to the historic � rst-come, 

� rst-served Ptarmigan 
Dining Room. Chefs use 

locally sourced ingredients 
whenever possible. 

6
RIDE ON A 

HISTORIC BOAT
Take the oldest wooden boat in 

Glacier Park Boat Co.’s � eet across Two 
Medicine Lake and learn about the 

area’s Blackfeet Indian history. When 
the boat docks on the upper west shore, 

disembark and hike with a naturalist 
or on your own to Twin Falls. Catch a 

di� erent return boat or hike back.

5
TAKE A RED 
BUS TOUR

Ride in the world’s oldest touring 
� eet of vehicles. Depart from the 

east or west sides of the park in these 
1930s-era vintage buses with roll-back 

tops. � ey accommodate 17 people. 
Tours last between 2.5 to 8 hours.

MyYellowstonePark.com  .  47

NORTHWEST PASSAGE

YSJ-2021_RoadTrip-Northwest-Pass_FINAL.indd   47YSJ-2021_RoadTrip-Northwest-Pass_FINAL.indd   47 3/3/21   2:43 PM3/3/21   2:43 PM



The Confluence

R ivers were always 
a big part of 
Jessy Stevenson’s

life. Today, she’s the 
Montana Public Lands 
Fellow with American 
Rivers, a non-pro� t 
focused on protecting 
rivers, so it’s no wonder 
she describes the Badger-
Two Medicine Area* 
near Glacier National 
Park as a con� uence.

A river con� uence is a 
powerful place. Here, two bodies of rushing 
water become one. At times, the meeting 
point is chaotic — rapids may form, di� erent 
colored waters swirl and churn. � e force is 
palpable. But then, journey downstream a 

bit, and suddenly the two have 
become one. Something larger 
and grander for the sum of its 
two parts.

� e Badger-Two Medicine Area 
is a cultural con� uence. To the 
north, it’s hugged by Glacier 
National Park. To the east lies 
the Blackfeet Indian Reservation 
and to the south, the Bob 
Marshall Wilderness Complex. 
� is pristine region is almost 
entirely roadless. Its mountains 
and valleys, its wetlands and 

rivers are strikingly beautiful and provide 
critical habitat for plants and wildlife. 

Like two mighty rivers meeting, Badger-
Two Medicine brings together the Blackfeet 

Nation’s long-standing area roots and 
conservation groups’ commitment to 
protecting this magical part of the Rockies.

� e Blackfeet Nation, with support from 
conservation organizations such as the 
Glacier-Two Medicine Alliance and National 
Parks Conservation Association, are working 
to codify protections and gain their right to co-
manage this area with federal land managers. 
� rough innovative legislation, they’re aiming 
to preserve the area’s cultural heritage, protect 
the landscape through permanently banning 
things like oil and gas extraction and road 
construction and restore Blackfeet rights to 
management of this land. 

Badger-Two Medicine is the cultural 
backbone of the Blackfeet Nation. � is land is 
sacred. It’s the Blackfeet’s source of knowledge 

� e Blackfeet Nation and conservation groups are working to protect stolen Badger-Two Medicine lands 

and restore Blackfeet right to manage their homeland. 

by  Mikaela Ruland
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The Confluence

and wisdom. Here, their origin stories were 
born, their ceremonies are held. But the land 
means more to the Blackfeet than simply 
spirituality.

“It’s a living cultural landscape,” says John 
Murray, the Blackfeet Tribal Historic 
Preservation O�  cer whose work over the 
years in partnership with Dr. Maria Zedeño, 
has scienti� cally proven that Blackfeet 
presence on the land goes back at least 
13,000 years.

It’s the last unmarred place the Blackfeet have 
to continue their way of life. 

Blackfeet Roots

In the early 1800s, the Blackfeet Nation 
extended all the way from Saskatchewan in 
northern Canada to present-day Yellowstone 
National Park. Today, their land comprises a 
1.5-million-acre reservation east of Glacier 
National Park.

By 1895, the mighty Blackfeet Nation was 
dwindling. Bison had been driven to near 
extinction, thanks to overhunting by white 
settlers and the Blackfeet had been forced 
to give up much of their land. � e U.S. 
government suspected there was gold and 
copper in the mountains around Glacier 
National Park and o� ered to buy the land, 
including Badger-Two Medicine, from the 
Blackfeet for $1 million.

� e tribe’s original price point had been 
a $3-million lease, but facing starvation, 
they agreed to a $1.5-million lease of the 
land with hunting, gathering and � shing 
rights, according to Tarissa Spoonhunter, 
a Blackfeet assistant professor at Central 
Wyoming College.

While Federal Indian law states that 
ambiguous treaties should be interpreted 
the way the tribe understood them at the 
time, the U.S. government denied the 
Blackfeet their understood rights and 
treated the treaty as a cession, according to 
Joe McKay, a Blackfeet attorney. By 1910, 
Glacier had become a national park. � e bill 
which created the park did not mention the 
Blackfeet and their rights to the land. 

“It’s a complicated relationship,” says 
Stevenson, whose family tree includes both 
Blackfeet ancestors and national park and 
forest service veterans. “I love recreating in 
the park, but it was founded on the colonial 
conquest of my ancestors.”

You’d be hard pressed to � nd a better 
embodiment of the con� uence Badger-Two 
Medicine represents than Jessy Stevenson. 
Stevenson’s mother is a descendant of the 
Pikuni Blackfeet and traces her lineage on 
land near Browning, Mont., as far back as 
her family can remember. Stevenson spent 
her summers visiting family in Browning 
and along Lower St. Mary’s Lake on the 
reservation, hunting for arrowheads and 
learning to respect the land.

Stevenson’s deep ties to this land come 
from more than just her Blackfeet heritage, 
however. Her white great grandfather, the 
son of a miner, was the chief engineer for the 
Glacier Park Hotel Company. He raised her 
grandfather in East Glacier, fostering a love 
of the land in him that turned into a 40-year 
career with the U.S Forest Service. Stevenson’s 
father worked as a wrangler and trapper 
in his younger years and later started his 
own woodworking and carpentry business, 
instilling the importance of conservation in his 
daughter from a young age. 

“In Badger-Two Medicine where the 
mountains meet the prairie, the two sides 
of my story overlap,” shares Stevenson. “It’s 
a deeply sacred landscape and it’s where my 
roots are the deepest. Coming here 
feels like coming home.”

In the late 1890s, Stevenson’s great, 
great, great Blackfeet grandmother 
was issued a wooden bread 
bowl by the U.S. government 
as part of an e� ort to dismantle 
Native American culture and 
forcibly assimilate the Blackfeet 
to Euro-American culture, 
including “American” foods. 
� e bowl was passed down 
the generations, used to make 
bread and sometimes butter. It 
eventually ended up in the hands 
of Stevenson’s mother. 

“It’s an important reminder of the pain 
and trauma my family endured and a 
reminder of the duality of my own heritage,” 
Stevenson re� ects. “As a white-passing tribal 
descendant, it’s a reminder of the privilege 
I’ve grown up with and simultaneously a 
reminder of the oppression and hardship that 
part of my family still lives with.”

Oil and Gas Threat

Starting in the 1980s during the Reagan era, 
oil and gas leases were sold in Badger-Two 
Medicine. � is created the con� uence we see 
today of the Blackfeet and conservation groups 
working together to � ght each incoming lease. 

“� e Badger-Two Medicine has been a 
unifying force on the reservation and 
throughout the area,” says National Parks 
Conservation Association program manager 
Michael Jamison.

In 1997, all leases were inde� nitely 
suspended in the area, but it wasn’t until 
2017, that the U.S Department of Interior 
permanently cancelled all lease sales. One of 
the lease holders, Solonex, sued to reinstate 
its lease. In June 2020, the D.C. Circuit Court 
of Appeals denied reinstatement of the lease.

With all oil and gas leases gone, it has brought 
forth the opportunity to permanently protect 
the sacred Badger-Two Medicine area.

A bill was introduced by U.S. Sen. Jon 
Tester of Montana in 2020 to create a new 

designation for Badger-
Two Medicine, a cultural 
heritage area. � e bill 
didn’t gain any traction 
in Congress and upon 
deeper review in 2020, 
the Blackfeet Nation 
withdrew their support.

Joe McKay, a Blackfeet 
attorney who is working 
on dra� ing new legislation 
for protecting the area, 
sees the Blackfeet desire 
for legislation as more 
than a way to codify their 
spiritual connection 
to the land. 
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“We want inherent 
rights to manage the 
land,” says McKay. 
“Previous attempts at 
legislation have only 
given us consultation 
rights. We have legal, 
moral and political 
interests in this area. 
We have the right to 
co-manage it.”

Conservations groups agree. 

“We want to make sure any legislation does 
what it needs to do for the Blackfeet,” Jamison 
says. “Most of the conservation is already in 
place for the area. New legislation would codify 
it, but what really matters about this movement 
is tribal sovereignty. We’re glad to get another 
opportunity to see how we can make it better.”

Restoring Blackfeet Rights 

to Co-Manage the Land

The Blackfeet are working towards a solution 
that permanently protects the land from threats 
like oil and gas drilling and motorized and non-
motorized vehicles, such as mountain bikes, but 
also grants the Blackfeet co-management rights, 
not simply consultative roles.

“When there was a push to designate one of 
the rivers as a Wild and Scenic River, I said, 
‘Scenic it is, but wild it isn’t,’ ” muses Murray. 
“We’ve been managing this land for over 
13,000 years. It isn’t ‘wild.’”

Our current public land protection designations 
have often fallen short. For example, the highest 
designation of protection in the U.S., often 
considered the “gold standard,” is a Wilderness 
Area. The Wilderness Act, passed in 1964, is 
best described by its author, Howard Zahniser, 
"A wilderness, in contrast with those areas 
where man and his own works dominate the 
landscape, is hereby recognized as an area 
where the earth and its community of life are 
untrammeled by man, where man himself is a 
visitor who does not remain." 

In theory, wilderness areas were designed to 
prohibit motorized travel, resource extraction, 
commercial enterprises, roads and other human 
impacts on the land. 

Yet there are flaws in 
wilderness areas that 
future designations 
aim to remedy. For 
example, wilderness 
areas still allow dams 
to be built under 
certain circumstances. 
Stevenson hopes 
that any future 
designations in Badger-

Two Medicine would also explicitly 
protect rivers and streams, prohibiting water 
development and dams.

“New designations, such as cultural heritage 
areas, aren’t a threat to public lands,” Stevenson 
explains, addressing controversies over the 
legislation. “They’re the opposite. They’re an 
opportunity to implement what works well 
in designations like Wilderness and Wild and 
Scenic Rivers and create something even better 
and more equitable.”

Another important piece that’s missing in the 
Wilderness Act is Indigenous participation.

“We’ve never been given power to help 
co-manage our ancestral homelands,” says 
Spoonhunter. “We’ve been denied our rights 
to this land for so long, but we still have the 
relationship to it.”

The Blackfeet’s story isn’t unique. Across 
the United States, land we now call public – 
national parks, forests, wilderness areas – were 
stolen from their Indigenous owners. New 
designations take a step in bringing Native 
voices back into the conversation.

“We’re so proud of our public lands in this 
country,” says Stevenson, “and we should be. They 
represent decades of hard work and commitment 
to wild places. But while we celebrate them, we 
must also acknowledge the darker parts of their 
history and sit with that discomfort. It’s okay to 
be uncomfortable, that means there’s opportunity 
for growth. We all belong to the land and it’s our 
responsibility to work toward change.”

*Some Blackfeet prefer to call the area the Blackfeet 
Unit of the Lewis and Clark National Forest, but since 
the Blackfeet Nation website still refers to it as Badger-
Two Medicine, and it is widely referred to by this name, 
we have chosen to use it. 

BE A 
RESPONSIBLE 
PUBLIC LAND 
OWNER

There are so many resources 
dedicated to helping white people 
learn about the history of public 
lands, such as Native Land Digital 
and Montana State University’s 
Native Land Project.

When Stevenson’s out hiking in 
Montana, she asks herself whose 
land she is on. Whose stories 
were born in these places? Why 
is this trail or lake named this? 
What was it called originally?

“There’s often this mentality 
that being outdoors is a solo 
activity, a time for us to write our 
own stories,” Stevenson muses. 
“But I think it’s important to 
keep in mind that mine is just 
one story rooted in the place I’m 
experiencing. My experience  
feels so much richer knowing  
that I’m not alone."

Stevenson is using wisdom gained 
from her ancestry to work toward 
creating something that, like 
when two rivers collide, is more 
than the sum of its parts.

“We’re always surrounded  
by other stories, " she says.  
"We just have to listen for them.”

Badger-Two Medicine is not well 
developed or easily accessible. 
Bathrooms and well-maintained 
trails are not available. Visitors 
to the Crown of the Continent are 
encouraged to respect Blackfeet 
ancestral homeland and recreate 
in the nearby areas of Glacier 
National Park and the Bob 
Marshall Wilderness rather than 
in Badger-Two Medicine.

Support legislation to protect the 
area by donating to the Blackfeet 
Tribal Historic Preservation 
Office, P.O. Box 850, Browning, 
MT 59417 or online at the 
Glacier Two Medicine Alliance at 
GlacierTwoMedicine.org
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Some historians work 
in watercolor and oil

400 13th Street North  |  Great Falls, Montana  |  406-727-8787  |  cmrussell.org

Charles Marion Russell (1864-1926) 
is one of America’s greatest artists. 
He lived the life he captured on 
canvas, creating a breathtaking 
historical record of Western 
cultures, landscapes, and wildlife. 
Come be inspired by the masterful 
works of Montana’s Cowboy Artist 
and experience the West as it really 
was at his namesake museum on 
the road between Glacier and 
Yellowstone.

Charles M. Russell, The Jerk Line, 1912, oil on canvas, 
C.M. Russell Museum Collection, Gift of Fred Birch
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N orth America’s longest river cuts 
through Great Falls, Mont., and 
it’s worth stopping here to walk, 

hike or bike alongside the mighty Missouri 
River.

Spanning nearly 60 miles on either side of the 
river, the River’s Edge Trail will take you on  
paved and dirt single-track trails that weave 
past a state park, � ve waterfalls, the Lewis 
and Clark National Historic Trail Interpretive 
Center and large public art pieces. If you don’t 
have a bike with you, rent a road or hard-tail 
mountain bike in town. Along the way, stop 
at Giant Springs State Park, home to one of 
the world’s largest natural springs and shortest 
river. 

Just 34 miles from Great Falls, hike past 
former mines, historic cabins and limestone 
cli� s in Sluice Boxes State Park, a rugged, 
understated gem that’s dog friendly. Follow 
the trails past limestone cli� s and dip your 
toes into the clear, cool waters of Belt River 
that runs through the park. While bear 
encounters are rare, bring bear spray as a 
safety precaution. 

Forty minutes northeast of Great Falls lies 
Upper Missouri River Breaks National 
Monument, which spans 149 miles of 
the Upper Missouri River. A highlight 
is its striking White Cli� s area. Made of 
sandstone, this badlands area o� ers hiking, 
river � oating, � shing and more. 

Head 15 miles southwest of Great Falls, and 
you’ll see a mile-long sandstone cli� , which 
Native Americans used to hunt bison for 
more than 2,000 years. Stop at First Peoples 
Bu� alo Jump State Park to explore what is 
believed to be North America’s largest bison 
cli�  jumping site. 

Back in town, visit the Lewis and Clark 
National Historic Trail Interpretive Center, 
which o� ers outdoor ranger tours. � e 
center covers the explorers’ entire 1804-06 
journey, along with their experiences with 
Plains and Northwest Native Americans.  

� en visit the C.M. Russell Museum to 
discover artist Charles Marion Russell 
whose evocative scenes from the 1800s and 
early 1900s appear on broad canvases with 
splashes of bright-colored paint. You’ll � nd 

herds of boisterous elk and the haunting 
sunlit faces of three Native Americans 
witnessing a steamboat on the Missouri 
River for the � rst time.

“I like to say that the more you dig into 
Charlie Russell and his art and writings, the 
more you are drawn into his world,” says 
Duane Braaten, the museum’s director of art 
and philanthropy. “You’ll � nd you’d like to 
sit around a camp� re with him and hear his 
stories. A visit to the museum is about the 
closest we’ll ever get to that.”

While artists of Russell’s era like � omas 
Moran and Frederic Remington traveled 
to the West periodically, Russell stayed, 
carving out a rich life in a corner of the West 
where the Great Plains roll up to the Rocky 
Mountain front. � e museum, his home and 
log-hewn studio sit on the city block where 
Russell, his wife Nancy and son Jack lived.

Learn more about Great Falls at 
VisitGreatFallsMontana.org. Visit the C.M. 
Russell Museum, 400 13th St. N., and learn 
more at CMRussell.org.

GREAT FALLS SIGHTS
Stop in Great Falls, Mont., for  hidden outdoor gems and world-class art. 

By Tori Peglar

NORTHWEST PASSAGE
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FAVORITE
HUCKLEBERRY

VODKA

FOR PURCHASE

TASTING ROOM!
7 DAYS A WEEK

BOZEMANSPIRITS.COM
MT•ID•WY•ND

DOWNTOWN BOZEMAN
121 MAIN ST

HelenaMT.com · 800-743-5362

Halfway between Glacier and Yellowstone
Learn | Shop | Dine | Play | Stay 

YSJ-2021_RoadTrip-Northwest-Pass_FINAL_ADS.indd   53YSJ-2021_RoadTrip-Northwest-Pass_FINAL_ADS.indd   53 3/3/21   4:58 PM3/3/21   4:58 PM



In Helena, locals like to say 
there’s a trail at the end of 
every street and a brewery 

at the end of every ride.  

While every town is prone 
to some hyperbole, Helena 
truly offers an extraordinary 
range of mountain biking 
for beginners all the way to 
experts. There are 80 miles 
of trails accessible from the 
downtown area and more 
than 400 miles of trails in 
the greater Helena area. The 
International Mountain 
Biking Association has even 
designated it as a prestigious 
silver-level riding center. 
What’s that mean? Helena’s 
trails are the real deal. 

And to make it even easier to 
plan a ride, this community of 
59,000 provides a free shuttle 
service during the summer 
to take you to the trails 
beyond downtown. Shuttles 
run Wednesday through 
Sunday, dropping riders off 

at designated trailheads. 
That means you can go on 
a killer ride and drop into 
town on your bike where five 
microbreweries await. 

It’s a subtle window into this 
vibrant capital city, which 
celebrates its rich Gold Rush 
history but is just as eager 
to swing its lasso at trends 
sweeping across the nation. 
Catering to mountain bikers 
is one of those things. Didn’t 
bring your bike? Rent one at 
Big Sky Cycling. 

If you’re interested in  
hiking Mount Helena or 
biking the Grizzly Gulch 
trails, stop for breakfast  
at Park Avenue Bakery.  
You’ll feel like you’ve  
walked into a Parisian 
bakery when you enter 
this European-style eatery. 
From dark chocolate-filled 
croissants to caramel pecan 
rolls, each pastry is handmade 
and baked to perfection.  

Then bike to Mount Helena 
City Park, the second largest 
city park in the country at 
620 acres, right behind New 
York City’s Central Park. It’s 
home to a popular mountain 
bike ride, the Mount Helena 
Ridge trail that leads to Show 
Me the Horse trail, a six-mile, 
moderate ride that drops you 
into Grizzly Gulch right near 
the Last Chance Gulch mall in 
downtown Helena. 

“At Last Chance Gulch [the 
historic downtown], there’s 
The Hawthorn Bottle Shop & 
Tasting Room and Ten Mile 
Creek Brewery, so you can ride 
and then sit back and relax 
and enjoy a cold one,” says 
Mike Mergenthaler, Helena 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
vice president and director of 
the Helena Convention and 
Visitors Bureau. 

Learn more at  
HelenaMT.com.

OF BIKES 
& 

BREWERIES
Stay in Helena to lose the crowds and 

experience its beautiful trails. 

By Tori Peglar
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“Drink local” 
is the motto of 
the Bozeman 
Spirits distillery 
in downtown 
Bozeman. And 
there may be no 
better locally 
concocted 
cocktail than 
the distillery’s 
Montana 
Huckleberry Mule. 
Made with huckleberry-flavored 
vodka, it’s served in a copper 
mug in the saloon-inspired  
tasting room. 

Using local grains as often as 
possible, the distillery produces 
whiskey, vodka, gin and rum, all 
distilled and bottled on site. And 
if you like what you are sipping, 
bring a taste of Montana home 
with you. Purchase a bottle on 
site or throughout Montana, 
Wyoming, Idaho and  
North Dakota. 

Stop by Bozeman Spirits at 121 
W. Main St., Bozeman, Mont., or 
go online at BozemanSpirits.com.

Bozeman 
Spirits

NORTHWEST PASSAGE
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SOAK OR SPLASH 
Near Yellowstone, you’ll find hot springs and amazing rafting.

By Mikaela Ruland

S oaking in the serene pools of 
Yellowstone Hot Springs, you’d never 
know you were just eight miles from 

Yellowstone’s North Entrance in Gardiner, 
Mont. The hot springs are tucked off the 
highway just 100 feet from the Yellowstone 
River. Five pools are fed by 150-degree water 
pumped a mile and a half from the hot 
springs: a hot and cold plunge, a warm pool 
and two Kneipp pools.

At night, the hot springs become the most 
magical place to stargaze. No music, alcohol or 

smoking are allowed. Tent and RV camping, 
including full hookups, are available on site.

Next, dry off and head to the river. Offering 
everything from rafting trips to ziplining 
courses, Montana Whitewater has an adventure 
for you. If you’ve never rafted before, choose 
the Yellowstone River trip where the put-in is 
in Gardiner, Mont., or opt for a shuttle assisted 
tubing trip down the Madison River. 

Adrenaline seekers will find their hearts 
pumping through the infamous Mad Mile 

of continuous class IV rapids along the 
Gallatin River in between Big Sky, Mont., and 
Bozeman. 

You can even do the popular Zip and Dip 
packages, enabling you to spend half your day 
rafting and the other half ziplining. Otherwise, 
stay high and dry and ride a zipline over a river 
or above a historic Montana ranch. Private 
rafting, tubing and ziplining trips are available. 

Learn more at YellowstoneHotSpringsMT.
com and MontanaWhitewater.com.
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SLEEP NEXT TO THE PARK
Stay a couple blocks from the park in West Yellowstone and leave the driving to a guide. 

by Tori Peglar
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S tay tantalizingly close to the park 
but within walking distance of West 
Yellowstone’s shops and restaurants at 

four lodging options under the umbrella of 
Yellowstone Vacations.

In the cozy Explorer Cabins, you’ll � nd small 
kitchenettes, binoculars and walking sticks.

At Gray Wolf Inn & Suites, there’s an indoor 
heated pool and fun facts about wolves in the 
elevator and hallways. You may even hear 
real wolves howling from the Grizzly & Wolf 
Discovery Center across the street. 

� e bonus for dog lovers? Holiday Inn West 
Yellowstone, Gray Wolf Inn & Suites and 
Explorer Cabins have pet-friendly rooms 
without additional fees (note: the park itself 
has strict rules regarding pets). Yellowstone 

Park Hotel, home to a gorgeous lobby with a 
� replace, does not allow pets.

Want to spend more time in the park and 
less time looking for parking spots? Take a 
summer bus tour with Yellowstone Vacations and 
leave the driving to guides who know the park. 
Choose between an Upper Loop Tour, which 
visits sights like Yellowstone’s iconic Mammoth 
Hot Springs Terraces or the Lower Loop Tour 
that brings you to Old Faithful, Grand Canyon 
of the Yellowstone and more.

“What’s nice is you hear so many facts and 
stories that you would never have gotten 
if you were driving yourself,” says Shelby 
Budler of Yellowstone Vacations. “And you 
may see hidden spots you didn’t know about.”

Learn more at YellowstoneVacations.com.

The town of West Yellowstone 
sits at the West Entrance to 
Yellowstone. Along with easy 
access to the park and a number 
of year-round lodging options 
to choose from, there are fun 
activities right in town. Missed 
seeing a grizzly in Yellowstone? 
You are guaranteed to see one 
at the Grizzly & Wolf Discovery 
Center, a nonprofit wildlife 
educational and research park 
minutes from the park. 

Then head to the Yellowstone 
Giant Screen where you can 
discover the park in a totally 
different way with the movie 
Yellowstone projected on a six-
story-high screen. 

Don’t miss seeing one of the 
West’s long-lived traditions at 
Wild West Yellowstone Rodeo. 
During the summer, there are 
between 4-6 rodeos a week, 

beginning at 8 p.m. Tickets 
are available online and 
at the gate.

Finally, lasso the 
fun at Parade Rest 

Guest Ranch 10 
miles from 
Yellowstone’s 
West Entrance 

for an evening 
under 

the stars. 
You’ll ride in a 

hay wagon, on 
horseback or in a 

van (depending on 
availability) to the 

outdoor cookout area 
where you’ll eat a 

classic western dinner.

Learn more at 
DestinationYellowstone.com.

West 
Yellowstone 
Sights
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Visit Big Sky

//  Gateway community to Yellowstone National Park,
     less than hour’s drive from the West Entrance.

//  Big Sky’s unparalleled outdoor recreation, 
     accommodations, and diverse dining options.

//  20 direct daily flights to Bozeman 
     Yellowstone International Airport (BZN).

//  Know before you go and be Montana Aware.

MT

WHERE ALL ROADS LEAD TO Adventure

Visit Big Sky
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)If there was ever a town that truly lived up 
to its name, it’s Big Sky, Mont. 

It’s tucked in the flanks of the green 
mountains that roll up to Big Sky Resort, a 
huge ski area with 34 chairlifts and nearly 
6,000 skiable acres. Born in 1973 when the 
ski resort was created, Big Sky is a relatively 
new town where you’ll find easy-going 
people who love sharing where they live 
with people who visit.

You come here for the two Rs, say the locals. 
The first is recreation like hiking, biking, 
rafting and in the winter, skiing. The other R is 
relaxation. You recharge. You rejuvenate before 
you go home.

Big Sky is perfectly situated between 
Yellowstone National Park and Bozeman, 
Mont., the latter being a major hub for 

Yellowstone travelers to fly in and out 
of. Under an hour’s scenic drive from 
Bozeman and the park, Big Sky offers a 
range of restaurants, outdoor activities and 
unparalleled lodging accommodations, the 
higher end of which you cannot always find 
closer to Yellowstone.

But the town of Big Sky is no Aspen. You 
won’t find a Ritz-Carlton Hotel or high-end 
designer shops like Gucci in this low-key 
town. But you will find trendy hot spots 
like Blue Buddha Sushi Lounge, Copper, a 
whiskey bar and grill and Pinky Gs, a great 
spot for pizza and casual food. And The 
Wilson Hotel, a Residence Inn by Marriott, 
just opened within walking distance of food 
and shops right in the heart of town center. 

Few places are better than the great outdoors 
to reconnect with yourself and family, so hit 

the trails. For an easy but pretty hike, head to 
Ousel Falls. It takes about 30 minutes to get 
to the falls, depending on how often you slow 
down to smell the amazing wildflowers along 
the trail. It’s 1.6 miles out and back. For views 
of Lone Peak, do the Beehive Basin Trail 
that’s 6.6 miles round-trip with 1,600 feet of 
elevation gain. 

Then hit some of the best whitewater rafting 
or float trips in the West. Or go on a trail 
ride with Lone Mountain Ranch, Jake’s 
Horses or 320 Guest Ranch. And then there’s 
Yellowstone. Head to the northern part of the 
park for the day and return to Big Sky to eat 
at Gallatin Riverhouse Grill. Known for its 
BBQ, it has beef brisket, pork baby back ribs, 
smoked salmon and more. Play corn hole, sit 
by the outdoor firepit and listen to live music. 

Learn more at VisitBigSky.com. 

BEST BASECAMP
Under an hour’s drive from Yellowstone, the town of Big Sky offers music, food and miles of trails  

under its piece of the enormous Montana sky.

By Tori Peglar

NORTHWEST PASSAGE
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WEST YELLOWSTONE, MONT., TO BIG SKY, MONT.

48 miles, 52 minutes  
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SEVEN 
SECRETS
Southwest Montana is stunning, 
offering everything from historic  

towns to boat rides, from sapphires  
to saloons.

By Tori Peglar

1  Virginia City Players Theatre Co.

Sit back in this historic theater in Virginia City 

and be entertained by 1800s-era melodramas 

and vaudeville variety acts. You can purchase 

a drink at the Bale of Hay Saloon next door 

and bring it into the theater.

2   Grant-Kohrs Ranch  
National Historic Site

Once the headquarters of a 10-million-acre 

cattle empire, this National Historic Site in Deer 

Lodge, Mont., offers tours of the ranch home 

built in 1862. At this National Park Service site, 

you can explore the bunkhouse, blacksmith 

shop, horse barns and cattle sheds. Spend time 

with the horses, chickens and cows on site.

3  Butte Trolley Tour

Ride the trolley to hear about Butte’s colorful 

history and present-day attractions, including 

the 90-foot Our Lady of the Rockies statue.

Visitors can go 65 feet underground into the 

Orphan Girl Mine at the World Museum of 

Mining (not part of the trolley tour).

4  Old Montana Prison Complex

See more than 165 cars, from classic Chevys 

and muscle cars to a 1915 Trumbull Cycle 

Car, at the Montana Auto Museum in Deer 

Lodge, Mont.The museum is part of the Old 

Montana Prison Complex and houses five 

museums in total, including the Old Montana 

Prison. Although the prison has been on-site 

since 1871, its iconic medieval look came 

from the work of prisoners at the turn  

of the century.

5  Nevada City Music Hall

Part of the Nevada City Museum, this ornate 

hall holds the largest collection of automated 

music machines in the country, including the 

world’s biggest music organ. Many of the 

music machines are still working today.

This unique building was built as the 

recreation hall at Canyon Lodge in Yellowstone 

National Park around 1910. In 1959, it was 

disassembled and moved to Nevada City.

6  Sapphire-Sifting

Many don’t know that Montana has caches of 

sapphires in some of its mountains. Sift for 

your own sapphires in charming Philipsburg.

Head to Sapphire Gallery, Gem Mountain 

or Montana Gems of Philipsburg to sift for 

sapphires. After you find sapphires,  

create earrings, necklaces and more  

with your gems.

7  Gates of the Mountains

Experience the awe Lewis and Clark felt 

when they first set eyes on the "Gates of the 

Mountains," spectacular 1,200-feet-high 

limestone cliffs presiding over the Missouri 

River near Helena. See nature and wildlife 

on a 120–minute cruise on board one of two 

tour boats—Canyon Voyager or Sacajawea. 

The cruise starts at the marina three miles 

off Interstate 15 in the foothills between  

Helena and Great Falls.

Learn more about Southwest Montana at SouthwestMT.com.

NORTHWEST PASSAGE
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BOOM TOWN
Explore Butte to see its dramatic mining past. 

By Tori Peglar

I n 1896, this tiny town nestled into the folds of 
Montana’s gentle hillsides produced a quarter 
of the world’s supply of copper and half of the 

United States’ supply, according to the Mining History 
Association. 

Take a Butte Trolley Tour to learn about Butte’s 
colorful history and see the largest National Historic 
Landmark District in the West. Butte’s buildings 
have stunning architectural details that masons at the 
turn-of-the-century painstakingly created. � e tour 
also brings you by the Copper King Mansion where 
you can spend the night. � e 34-room abode was 
home to W.A. Clark, a Butte mining giant who was 
one of the world’s richest men in 1900. � e house cost 
an estimated $500,000 to build, which represented a 
half-day’s income

Visit the Berkeley Pit, a one-mile-long and half-mile-
wide open pit copper mine where 320 million tons 
of ore was mined from 1955 to 1982. If you’re on the 
trolley tour, it’s one of the stops. Today, groundwater 
is � lling the 1,780-foot-deep pit because the water 
pumps were turned o�  when the mine closed.

A designated EPA Superfund site, it’s a marvel in 
the human ability to extract from the Earth and a 
dramatic visual lesson on the mine's impact on the 
environment.

Before you leave town, don’t miss Front Street 
Market, an unbelievably authentic Italian market. It 
stocks gourmet cheeses, salamis, specialty items and 
sandwiches, plus more than 2,000 wines from all over 
the world.

Learn more at VisitButte.com

Explore

Butte, MT

Year-round Outdoor Adventures • Arts & 
Antiques • Pubs and Breweries • Historical and 

Cultural Interests • Unique Dining and 
Shopping Opportunities

www.visitbutte.com
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With flower baskets and gorgeously 
restored historic buildings lining its 
main street, Philipsburg is one of 

Montana’s most charming towns.  

Once a booming mining town, it’s the kind of 
place that makes you want to sit on one of its 
sidewalk benches and watch the world go by. But 
first, explore the town’s enormous handmade 
candy store, The Sweet Palace, which is a 
destination in its own right. Amid the Victorian-
era decor, you’ll find 50 kinds of fudge, 20 
types of caramel and incredible treats like Dark 
Chocolate Premium Moose Truffles made with 
Moose Drool Brown Ale by Big Sky Brewing Co. 

Next door is Sapphire Gallery where you can literally 
sift through dirt to find sapphires. When you buy 
a bag of gravel containing local sapphires, staff will 
show you how to use screens to clean and sort the 
gravel to uncover the sapphires on site. Afterwards, 

you can have the gallery heat-treat your sapphires 
to enhance their color or even fashion them into 
earrings, necklaces and more.  

“Everyone loves finding treasure”, says co-owner 
Shirley Beck who is credited for helping lead the 
revival of historic Philipsburg. “It’s material that 
has been waiting for them in the ground for a 
long time—about 50 million years.”

But Philipsburg itself is a treasure, and you may 
find it hard to get back into the car when it’s time 
to leave. In fact, it feels like leaving an old friend 
as you head out of this off-the-beaten path town.  

“Philipsburg has activities and shops, eateries and 
photo opportunities, but at the end of your visit 
we just make you feel good. It’s magic,” Beck says. 

Learn more at PhilipsburgMT.com.

MAGICAL PHILIPSBURG
Uncover treasures in one of Montana’s most charming towns. 

By Tori Peglar

PHILIPSBURG  
BREWING CO.
Founded in 2012, this 
brewery is housed in a 
historic bank building 
built in 1888. Referred 
to as The Vault, this 
popular watering hole 
with award-winning beers 
uses Montana malt and 
local spring water in its 
brews. Stop for a pint and  
chat with locals and other 
travelers. 

GRANITE GHOST  
TOWN STATE PARK
This state park was home 
to what was known as the 
“richest silver mine on 
Earth.” Opened in 1872, the 
mine yielded $40,000,000 
and was home to 3,000 
miners before the price of 
silver crashed. The Granite 
Mine Superintendent’s 
house is still there, along 
with ruins of Union Hall. 
The narrow and steep road 
from Philipsburg gains 
1,280 feet in elevation. 

THE PHILIPSBURG 
THEATRE
Established in 1891, this 
is the oldest operating 
theater in Montana. If 
there’s a movie, play or 
performance happening 
there when you are in 
town, get tickets. The 
interior is full of charm 
that harks back more 
than 100 years. 

3 Stops

MyYellowstonePark.com  .  63

NORTHWEST PASSAGE
BUTTE, MONT., 

TO PHILIPSBURG, MONT.

55 miles; 1 hour and 12 minutes  
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A D V E N T UR E  L I V E S  HE R E

        ACCOMMODATIONS
Yellowstone Park Hotel
Gray Wolf Inn & Suites
Holiday Inn® West Yellowstone
Explorer Cabins at Yellowstone

            TOURS & RENTALS
Winter Snowcoach Tours
Winter Snowmobile Tours & Rentals
Car Rentals
Summer Bus Tours

LEARN MORE: 877-290-8020  |  YellowstoneVacations.com
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W hen a family of four 
was half-a-mile 
down a trail in 

Yellowstone in 2018, a female 
grizzly raced out of the vegetation 
nearby. Unbeknownst to them, 
she had at least one cub with her 
and her protective mother 
instincts were on high alert. 

As the 10-year-old son 
instinctively began to run away, the 
bear chased him and knocked him 
down. Fortunately, his father had 
bear spray with him, had watched 

a video on how to use it and had 
practiced taking o�  the safety 
before the hike. He dashed toward 
his son and as he got closer, the 
bear came a� er him. He sprayed 
the bear from three feet away. 

“� ere was a moment, less than a 
second — just a beat — when it 
seemed it wouldn’t stop the bear 
because it was still coming,” the 
father told Jennifer Jerrett, the host 
of Telemetry, the park’s science 
and issues podcast. "But then it 
took a breath and just recoiled."

� e bear ran o� . And the family, 
along with their son who had 
been clawed in the back, walked 
back to the car safely. 

Incidents like this highlight 
the importance of having bear 
spray with you, even if you 
aren’t planning to walk far down 
a trail. And not all bear spray is 
created equal. 

“Counter Assault’s 10.2 oz. Bear 
Deterrent is the only 40-foot bear 
spray on the market,” says Jeana 

White, Counter Assault brand 
leader. “Spray distance and time 
matter when you’re faced with a 
charging bear, which is why we’ve 
designed our product to reach 
farther and spray longer.” 

In addition to carrying bear spray 
always hike in groups of three or 
more, make a lot of noise as you 
walk and stay alert.  

Learn more about bear spray at 
CounterAssault.com/bearspray. 

GRIZZLY ENCOUNTER  
When a bear charged a family on a trail, bear spray likely saved their lives. 

By Tori Peglar
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Hundreds
of 5 Star Reviews
HundredsHundredsHundredsHundredsHundredsHundredsHundredsHundredsHundreds See our full line of products at

counterassault.com

GRIZZLY TOUGH™

BEAR SPRAY
GOES THE DISTANCE WHEN EVERY FOOT COUNTS
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IN THE PARK 
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