
A � er you leave behind the vibrant city of Seattle 
and drive through eastern Washington, explore 
Spokane and all of its attractions before you 

cross into Montana. 

You'll notice there’s a magical evening light that sweeps 
across the broad shoulders of Montana’s sky. Its radiating 
pink and purple colors echo o�  windows of log-hewn 
cabins, patios of breweries and the sides of aging pickup 
trucks rattling down lonely roads. Montana artist C.M. 
Russell captured this magni� cent light in his paintings, and 
it � lls the landscape with a peace that seeps into its people 
like water spilling over a river bank.

Discover Montana’s spectacular culture as you explore the 
fun university town of Missoula and other authentic towns 
like Bigfork and Kalispell en route to Glacier National Park. 
Head southeast from the park to small towns like Havre and 
then Great Falls for a primer on renowned artist C.M. Russell. 
� en visit Bozeman before entering Yellowstone in Gardiner. 

Exit the park via West Yellowstone, Mont., a town lined 
with restaurants and attractions. In Big Sky, you’ll � nd 
adrenaline-� lled activities. Farther north, you’ll discover 
boom-and-bust stories in the historic towns of Virginia City, 
Nevada City and Butte. From Butte, hit the road to relax in 
Philipsburg’s quaint, lively downtown.

Hot springs, high peaks and Montana’s wide open spaces 

dominate this 2,265-mile tour from Seattle to Glacier 

and Yellowstone national parks and back.  
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SEATTLE'S  
TOP 5

From a fantastic market to a bookstore that’s survived Amazon, see the best of Seattle.
By Tori Peglar

1  Pike Place Market 

It’s touristy, but even the locals 

love this market lined with little 

shops tucked away in a labyrinth 

of narrow walkways. When it’s wet 

out, the crowds thin out and it feels 

more authentic. Right next to the 

entrance, eat at DeLaurenti, an 

Italian deli, wine and cheese shop.

2  Olympic Sculpture Park 

Set on nine acres, this sculpture 

park is Seattle’s largest 

downtown green space. After 

exploring, visit the Seattle Art 

Museum, one mile south. 

3  Elliott Bay Book Co.

Located in Capitol Hill, this 

bookstore, which opened in 1973, 

has been around much longer 

than Amazon and holds more than 

150,000 titles. Check the author 

reading series schedule to attend 

a talk. You can grab a bite to eat at 

the cafe here, which was Seattle’s 

first bookstore cafe.

4  Seattle Public Library

This 11-story architectural marvel 

completed in 2004 is a glass-and-

steel building that looks as if the 

steel is a net around the glass. 

Visit the “Living Room” on the 

third floor intended for patrons to 

read. Then check out the  “Books 

Spiral” where you’ll find the 

library’s non-fiction collection 

stretching continuously up four 

floors without interruption to its 

Dewey Decimal system that's 

printed on the walkways.  

5  Pioneer Square

Down the street from Pike 

Place Market, you’ll find trendy 

restaurants, shops and galleries 

housed in late 1800s Victorian 

and Romanesque Revival 

buildings. 

Go on Bill Speidel’s Underground 

Tour where you can explore 

subterranean storefronts and 

sidewalks built before the Great 

Fire of 1889. After the fire, the 

city built on top of the ruins. 

NORTHWEST PASSAGE
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A nchored by the Spokane River 
running through it, the city of 
Spokane is nestled between rolling 

farmlands and gorgeous mountains in eastern 
Washington, creating a vibrant metropolis 
fueled by great food and easy access to 
outdoor adventure.

Start your trip in the heart of Spokane at 
Riverfront Park. This 100-acre oasis is where 
you’ll find the stunning Spokane Falls, a 
two-tier waterfall formed by dams when the 
area was revitalized for the 1974 World’s Fair. 
The falls are at their peak in May but are lively 
all summer long. Board the SkyRide, a scenic 

gondola that will bring you over the falls for 
excellent aerial views.

The park is also home to the 650-foot Skate 
Ribbon, which is a magical ice skating 
experience in the winter and a great place 
to roller skate, skateboard or scooter in the 
summer months. Both types of skates can be 
rented on-site. 

From the park, hop on the Centennial Trail, 
which spans 40 miles and even goes into Idaho. 
This beautiful multi-use trail is a great way to 
walk or bike ride to different parts of the city 
and take in some of its gorgeous urban nature. 

Take the trail west to Kendall Yards, a lively 
new district of the city that went from gravel 
pit to home to some of Spokane’s most 
exciting restaurants, wineries and coffee 
shops. Grab a seat on the best patio in the 
district at Maryhill Winery and enjoy a 
glass of local wine along with small plates 
overlooking the river. If you’re looking for a 
spot for dinner, try baba, a Mediterranean 
restaurant focusing on comfort food. 

Check out some of the incredible outdoor 
opportunities surrounding Spokane at 
Washington’s two largest state parks. On the 
north end of the city, the Bowl and Pitcher 
area of Riverside State Park makes for an 
incredible hike. This easy 2.1-mile loop crosses 
the Spokane River on a suspension bridge. If 
you’re visiting in late summer, head to Mount 
Spokane State Park. The 4.5-mile roundtrip 
hike to the Quartz Mountain Fire Lookout is a 
worthwhile trek no matter the time of year, but 
bring a container in late summer to pick wild 
huckleberries along the way.

Since the Spokane River is the heart of the 
city, you’d be missing out if you didn’t spend 
some time on it. Book a rafting trip with 
Wile E. Waters, which offers both scenic 
floats and whitewater trips. Or, rent stand-up 
paddleboards downtown and start at Riverfront 
Park. Make a day of paddling upstream to  
No Li Brewery where you can enjoy beers  
and lunch before floating back downstream.  

Learn more at VisitSpokane.com
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WHERE 
NATURE 

MEETS CITY
By Mikaela Ruland
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MAGNIFICENT MISSOULA
Discover the top 6 things to do in Missoula, Montana’s best university town.

By Tori Peglar

1  Watch river surfers  
at Brennan's Wave 
Watch river surfers, kayakers 

and the occasional brave tubers 

tackle this human-made wave 

in downtown Missoula. It’s on 

the Clark Fork River next to 

Caras Park. 

2  Sample local breweries

More than 15 breweries and 

taphouses are scattered across 

Missoula, making it the perfect 

place for traveling craft brew 

enthusiasts. If you're feeling 

adventurous, sample brews 

on flatwater sections of the 

Blackfoot or Clark Fork rivers 

with River City Brews. Or pedal 

around town on a 15-person brew 

bike with Thirst Gear.

3  Ride the carousel

Ride a hand-carved pony at A 

Carousel for Missoula located 

in Caras Park. The 38 ponies 

and two chariots were carved 

by volunteers who put in more 

than 100,000 hours before the 

carousel opened in 1995. 

4  Dine like a local

Missoula has everything from food 

trucks in the park to extravagant 

dining experiences, with many 

restaurants like Scotty's Table 

sourcing their ingredients from 

local farmers and ranchers.

5  Catch a live show

It's easy to find live music in 

Missoula. Check out the lineup 

at the breathtaking KettleHouse 

Amphitheater, which opened on 

the banks of the Blackfoot River 

five years ago and offers a stunning 

concert location that seats 4,250 

people. Or cruise downtown in 

search of local shows in breweries, 

cafés and Caras Park.

6  Peruse art museums  
and galleries

Missoula has a variety of art 

galleries and eclectic public art 

to be found throughout the city. 

The Missoula Art Museum offers 

free admission, and the Montana 

Museum of Art and Culture can  

be found on the University of 

Montana campus.

Learn more at DestinationMissoula.org/YJ. 
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You won’t find a more 
exquisitely inspiring mountain 
town than Missoula, Montana, 
where three rivers and seven 
wilderness areas converge 
in utter transcendence. The 
allure is immeasurable, 
and the culinary and live 
music scenes are downright 
remarkable, too. This hip little 
community is ecstasy for the 
outdoorsy, pulsating with 
arts, culture, big-city sounds, 
and friendly folks who happen 
to love really good local food 
and drink. Missoula doesn’t 
just satisfy the senses, it 
feeds the soul and offers a 
much needed escape to the 
fresh mountain air.

Call 1.800.526.3465 or visit destinationmissoula.org/yj for more information.

UNPLUGGING 
MEANS 
RECHARGING

 RAFTING THE CLARK FORK RIVER, DOWNTOWN MISSOULA

RecreateResponsiblyMT.com

GlacierMT.com | #GlacierMT

Experience Western Montana’s mesmerizing landscape, rich history, arts and culture, world-class outdoor 
recreation and authentic small towns. Glacier Country is a place of adventure. A place to treasure.  

FRACTIONALS_YSJ_2022.indd   113FRACTIONALS_YSJ_2022.indd   113 3/3/22   4:37 PM3/3/22   4:37 PM



T he road from Missoula, Mont., 
to Glacier National Park is full of 
incredible towns and sights, not all 

of which are apparent if you never leave the 
road. To start, visit the Farmers Market in 
Missoula. Afterward, check out Missoula’s 
burgeoning art scene at Missoula Art 
Museum, Radius Gallery and Allez!. 

Just under a 30-minute drive from 
Missoula, you’ll find the Garden of One 
Thousand Buddhas in Arlee on the 
Flathead Reservation, which is home to the 
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes. 
Tibetan Buddhist lama Gochan Tulku Sang-
ngag Rinpoche is behind the vision for this 
peaceful spot designed to bring about  
positive change to those who visit. It’s open  
to the public in summer months from  
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Continue north on Hwy. 93 for another 30 
minutes until you reach Ninepipes Lodge 
in Charlo where you can dine at Allentown 

Restaurant on the property.  Along with 
serving great breakfasts, lunches and dinners, 
this lovely restaurant with huge windows gives 
you mesmerizing views of Mount Harding 
and the Mission Mountains. In a separate, 
rustic building, you’ll find Great Gray Gifts, 
a charming store that sells everything from 
Montana-made jewelry, wild huckleberry jam 
and leather messenger bags to water bottles 
and sweatshirts. 

If you’re an avid golfer, drive 15 minutes 
up the road to Ronan and play Mission 
Mountain Golf Course, a public course 
boasting views of the Mission Mountains. 
From there, head to Flathead Lake, the largest 
natural freshwater lake west of the Mississippi. 
With 13 recreation sites and multiple state 
parks, it’s the perfect place to enjoy Montana 
on the water. 

One of the cutest towns along the lake is 
Bigfork. As you stroll Bigfork’s charming and 
walkable downtown, stop in its galleries like 

ARTfusion, which represents contemporary 
paintings and ceramics by Montana artists. 
Then get a cinnamon roll at Pocketstone 
Café. For an outdoor activity, rent a kayak at 
Base Camp Bigfork and head to Wayfarers 
State Park on the northeast shore of Flathead 
Lake. Afterward, drive to Flathead Lake 
Brewing Co. Pubhouse, which offers fantastic  
views of Flathead Lake and locally made 
beers like Two Rivers Pale Ale and Rising  
Sun Espresso Porter. 

Then head north away from the lake toward 
Glacier for an exceptional, classic steakhouse 
dinner at The Mercantile Steak and KM 
Bar. This special spot is located in a historic 
building in downtown Kalispell with Tiffany-
style lamps, stained glass windows, a marble 
bar and a copper-tinned ceiling. Make 
reservations in advance if you can — it’s a 
popular spot among locals and tourists. 

 Learn more at GlacierMT.com

ROAD TO GLACIER
From fantastic restaurants to lake kayaking, here’s how to make your drive to Glacier full of adventure.  

by Tori Peglar
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888-792-9193
flyingpigrafting.com

511 Scott St. W
Gardiner, MT 59030

Flying Pig Adventures
Whitewater Rafting, 

Horseback Rides, and Fly Fishing

Wild West Rafting

202 Main St.
Gardiner, MT 59030

406-848-2252
wildwestrafting.com

Whitewater Rafting, 
Horseback Rides, 
and Fly Fishing

ACCOMMODATIONS
Yellowstone Park Hotel
Gray Wolf Inn & Suites
Holiday Inn® West Yellowstone
Explorer Cabins at Yellowstone

TOURS & RENTALS
Winter Snowcoach Tours
Winter Snowmobile Tours & 
Rentals
Car Rentals
Summer Bus Tours

LEARN MORE    877-290-8020  |  YellowstoneVacations.com
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Here are some of our 
favorite things to do 
from hiking to exploring 
some of Glacier’s most 
iconic treasures.
By Tori Peglar

GLACIER'S 
TOP SIX

3
HIKE ON 

LOGAN PASS 
At 6,646 feet, Logan Pass is the 

inspiring high point of Going-to-
the-Sun Road. Both Hidden Lake 
Overlook Trail and the Highline 

Trail leave from here, o� ering 
breathtaking opportunities 

to spot wildlife. 

2
STOP AT THE CEDAR 

TREE GIFT SHOP 
Shop at the park’s largest gi�  store 

in Apgar for souvenirs or ice cream. 
Old-growth cedar trees grow through 

the � oor and ceiling. � e trees 
existed long before the store, 
so the builders let some stay.

1
EAT AT LAKE 

MCDONALD LODGE
Start the day with a delicious 
breakfast in Russell’s Fireside 
Dining Room at this historic 

lodge on the west side.
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PHOTOS: Hikers at Cutbank Pass in Glacier National Park (NPS/Jacob W. Frank), Lake McDonald Lodge, Ice 
cream (Flickr/flare), Logan Pass view of Avalanche Lake, Many Glacier Hotel (NPS/Jacob W. Frank), Red Bus Tour 
(NPS/Tim Rains), The Sinopah on Upper Two Medicine Lake (NPS/Bill Hayden). 

NOTE: From May 27-Sept.11, 2022, you'll need one reservation per vehicle to enter Going-to-the-Sun Road at 
the West, St. Mary and the new Camas entrances. You'll need a separate reservation to visit the park's North 
Fork area. Buy them at Recreation.gov early. Make bus and boat tours reservations early to ensure your spot.

6
DINE AT MANY 

GLACIER HOTEL 
Head to the historic � rst-come, 

� rst-served Ptarmigan 
Dining Room. Chefs use 

locally sourced ingredients 
whenever possible. 

5
TAKE A RED 
BUS TOUR

Ride in the world’s oldest touring 
� eet of vehicles. Depart from the 

east or west sides of the park in these 
1930s-era vintage buses with roll-back 

tops. � ey accommodate 17 people. 
Tours last between 2.5 to 8 hours.

4
RIDE ON A 

HISTORIC BOAT
Take the oldest wooden boat in 

Glacier Park Boat Co.’s � eet across 
Two Medicine Lake and learn about 
the area’s Blackfeet Indian history. 
When the boat docks on the upper 

west shore, disembark and hike 
with a naturalist or on your own 
to Twin Falls. Catch a di� erent 

return boat or hike back.
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H avre, Mont., might look like a 
classic western town, but there’s a 
fascinating twist to its history. In 

1904 a viscous fire swept through downtown, 
destroying almost every building in the 
bustling frontier town. Business owners 
moved underground while reconstruction 
took place. Ten blocks of passageways were 
home to a subterranean saloon, laundry, 
brothel and more. Later, the passageways 
were used by bootleggers during Prohibition. 

Today, the passageways have been refurbished 
as a tourist attraction, “Havre Beneath the 
Streets.” Stop by 120 3rd Ave. to get tickets for 
daily tours between 9:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. in 

the summer and between 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 
p.m. every day but Sundays in the winter. 

Fort Benton is one of the oldest towns in 
Montana, and its historic downtown still 
holds onto its charm. Check out its shops and 
eateries, or visit Old Fort Benton, which was 
once a hub for fur trading, on the shores of 
the Missouri River. 

Make a reservation to dine at the gorgeous 
Grand Union Hotel.  The Union Grille 
specializes in farm-to-table cuisine with 
mouth-watering and inventive local dishes 
like a dry rubbed fried chicken with chipotle 
blackberry sauce or the Plains Paella with 

bison sausage. Be sure to reserve a table on 
the patio overlooking the river. 

Head to the town of White Sulphur Springs 
and spend the afternoon soaking at the Spa 
Hot Spring Motel. With a 103-degree and a 
98-degree outdoor pool and a 105-degree 
indoor pool, this chemical-free hot springs 
is the perfect place to relax after a day 
spent exploring or on the road. Don’t miss 
dinner at The Jawbone, a women-owned, 
speakeasy-themed restaurant. The signature 
cocktails, like the Huckleberry Lemon Drop 
Martini, are the way to go.

Learn more at CentralMontana.com.

MONTANA’S HEART
Don’t miss these three standout Montana towns on the way to Yellowstone. 

by Mikaela Ruland
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Some historians work 
in watercolor and oil

400 13th Street North  |  Great Falls, Montana  |  406-727-8787  |  cmrussell.org

Charles Marion Russell (1864-1926) 
is one of America’s greatest artists. 
He lived the life he captured on 
canvas, creating a breathtaking 
historical record of Western 
cultures, landscapes, and wildlife. 
Come be inspired by the masterful 
works of Montana’s Cowboy Artist 
and experience the West as it really 
was at his namesake museum on 
the road between Glacier and 
Yellowstone.

Charles M. Russell, The Jerk Line, 1912, oil on canvas, 
C.M. Russell Museum Collection, Gift of Fred Birch
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S tart your day in Great Falls by 
hitting the trails. Explore the River’s 
Edge Trail, 56 miles of mixed 

pavement and singletrack following the 
beautiful Missouri River. Pick up a trail 
map at Great Falls Montana Tourism at 15 
Overlook Dr. and choose your adventure. 
You can walk or bike to view Great Falls’ 
five namesake waterfalls, and four dams, 
as well as the Lewis and Clark Interpretive 
Center and Giant Springs State Park where 
you’ll find the world’s shortest river. 

Interested in exploring the River’s Edge 
Trail on a bike? Stop in Knicker Biker to 
rent one to explore the singletrack sections 
east of town. 

If you’re looking for stunning alpine 
scenery, drive an hour and a half 
northwest of town to Our Lake Trailhead. 
Hike three miles to this pristine alpine lake 
surrounded by breathtaking peaks. Add an 
optional mile stroll around the lake before 
turning back.

Back in town, head out on The Great 
Buffalo Hunt to find 20-plus life-sized 
bison art pieces throughout town 

with themes like “Buffalo Nights” 
featuring the Northern Lights and 
“Rainboffalow,” a rainbow trout and 
bison hybrid. Find their locations online 
at VisitGreatFallsMontana.org/the-gre-
buffalo-hunt. 

Ready to relax? Head to Mighty Mo 
Brewing Co. for local Montana craft beer. 
The barley used to brew the beers is grown 
within 50 miles of Great Falls. You can also 
refuel on hand-crafted pizza and several 
varieties of mac and cheese, including mac 
and cheese on a pizza.

Then visit the C.M. Russell Museum to 
discover artist Charles Marion Russell 
whose evocative scenes from the 1800s 
and early 1900s appear on broad canvases 
with splashes of bright-colored paint. 

You’ll find herds of boisterous elk and 
the haunting sunlit faces of three Native 
Americans witnessing a steamboat on the 

Missouri River for the first time.

“I like to say that the more you dig into 
Charlie Russell and his art and writings, 
the more you are drawn into his world,” 
says Duane Braaten, the museum’s director 
of art and philanthropy. “You’ll find you’d 
like to sit around a campfire with him and 
hear his stories. A visit to the museum is 
about the closest we’ll ever get to that.”

While artists of Russell’s era like Thomas 
Moran and Frederic Remington traveled 
to the West periodically, Russell stayed, 
carving out a rich life in a corner of the 
West where the Great Plains roll up to the 
Rocky Mountain front. The museum, his 
home and log-hewn studio sit on the city 
block where Russell, his wife Nancy and 
son Jack lived.

Learn more at VisitGreatFallsMontana.org. 
Visit the C.M. Russell Museum at 400 13th 
St. N., or at CMRussell.org.

IN GREAT  
FALLS

Explore urban trails, craft beer 

and a world-class art museum  

in Great Falls, Mont.
By Mikaela Ruland and Tori Peglar
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FAVORITE
HUCKLEBERRY

VODKA

FOR PURCHASE

TASTING ROOM!
7 DAYS A WEEK

BOZEMANSPIRITS.COM
MT•ID•WY•ND

DOWNTOWN BOZEMAN
121 MAIN ST

Learn | Shop | Dine | Play | Stay - HelenaMT.com · 800-743-5362

HALFWAY BETWEEN GLACIER AND YELLOWSTONE

From outdoor spaces and recreational experiences to creative cuisine, local breweries, and unique family activities, 
Helena has something for everyone. Plan for your safely distanced getaway today!

This is a message from the Helena Chamber Convention and Visitor’s Bureau
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In Helena, locals like to say 
there’s a trail at the end of 
every street and a brewery at 

the end of every ride.  

While every town is prone to 
some hyperbole, Helena truly 
o� ers an extraordinary range of 
mountain biking for beginners 
all the way to experts. � ere 
are 80 miles of trails accessible 
from the downtown area and 
more than 400 miles of trails 
in the greater Helena area. 
� e International Mountain 
Biking Association has even 
designated it as a prestigious 
silver-level riding center. What’s 
that mean? Helena’s trails are 
the real deal. 

And to make it even easier to 
plan a ride, this community of 
59,000 provides a free shuttle 
service during the summer 
to take you to the trails 
beyond downtown. Shuttles 
run Wednesday through 
Sunday, dropping riders o�  

at designated trailheads. 
� at means you can go on 
a killer ride and drop into 
town on your bike where � ve 
microbreweries await. 

It’s a subtle window into this 
vibrant capital city, which 
celebrates its rich Gold Rush 
history but is just as eager 
to swing its lasso at trends 
sweeping across the nation. 
Catering to mountain bikers 
is one of those things. Didn’t 
bring your bike? Rent one at 
Big Sky Cycling. 

If you’re interested in 
hiking Mount Helena or biking 
the Grizzly Gulch trails, stop 
for breakfast at Park Avenue 
Bakery. You’ll feel like you’ve 
walked into a Parisian bakery 
when you enter this European-
style eatery. From dark 
chocolate-� lled croissants 
to caramel pecan rolls, each 
pastry is handmade and 
baked to perfection.  

� en bike to Mount Helena 
City Park, the second largest 
city park in the country at 
620 acres, right behind New 
York City’s Central Park. It’s 
home to a popular mountain 
bike ride, the Mount Helena 
Ridge trail that leads to Show 
Me the Horse trail, a six-mile, 
moderate ride that drops you 
into Grizzly Gulch right near 
the Last Chance Gulch mall in 
downtown Helena. 

“At Last Chance Gulch [the 
historic downtown], there’s 
� e Hawthorn Bottle Shop & 
Tasting Room and Ten Mile 
Creek Brewery, so you can ride 
and then sit back and relax 
and enjoy a cold one,” says 
Mike Mergenthaler, Helena 
Area Chamber of Commerce
vice president and director of 
the Helena Convention and 
Visitors Bureau. 

Learn more at HelenaMT.com.

OF BIKES & BREWERIES
Stay in Helena to lose the crowds and experience its beautiful trails. 

By Tori Peglar
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“Drink local” is 
the motto of 
the Bozeman 
Spirits 
distillery in 
downtown 
Bozeman. 
And there 
may be no 
better locally 
concocted 
cocktail 
than the 
distillery’s 
Montana 
Huckleberry Mule. Made 
with huckleberry-flavored 
vodka, it’s served in a 
copper mug in the 
saloon-inspired 
tasting room. 

Using local grains as often 
as possible, the distillery 
produces whiskey, vodka, 
gin and rum, all distilled 
and bottled on site. And if 
you like what you are 
sipping, bring a taste of 
Montana home with you. 
Purchase a bottle on site 
or throughout Montana, 
Wyoming, Idaho and 
North Dakota. 

Stop by Bozeman Spirits at 
121 W. Main St., Bozeman, 
Mont., or go online at 
BozemanSpirits.com.

Bozeman 
Spirits

NORTHWEST PASSAGE
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188 miles, 3 hours and 10 minutes  
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RAFT MONTANA 
By Tori Peglar

O ffering everything 
from rafting trips 
to horseback riding 

and ziplining courses, Montana 
Whitewater has an adventure 
for you. If you’ve never rafted 
before, choose the Yellowstone 
River trip where the put-in is 
in Gardiner, Mont., or opt for 
a shuttle-assisted tubing trip 
down the Madison River. 

Adrenaline seekers will find 
their hearts pumping through 
the infamous Mad Mile of 
continuous class IV rapids along 
the Gallatin River in between 
Big Sky and Bozeman. And if 

you want a full-day wilderness 
experience down the remote 
Bear Trap Canyon, opt for the 
Madison River trip.

You can even do the popular Zip 
and Dip packages, enabling you 
to spend half your day rafting 
and the other half ziplining. 
Otherwise, stay high and dry 
and ride a zipline over a river or 
above a historic Montana ranch. 
Private rafting, tubing and 
ziplining trips are available. 

Learn more at 
MontanaWhitewater.com. 
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RAFTING • ZIPLINING • RIVER TUBING

406.763.4465

GARDINER • BIG SKY • BOZEMAN

www.montanawhitewater.com
www.yellowstonezip.com    •    www.madisonriver tubing.com

WHITEWATER 
RAFTING

FLY FISHING
LESSONS

HORSEBACK 
RIDING

RIVER TUBING 
& RENTALS

GUIDED ZIPLINE 
TOURS

WA I T I N G  TO  B E

E X P L O R E D

Y E L L O W S T O N E

G L A C I E R

WA I T I N G  TO  B E

E X P L O R E D

C E N T R A L M O N TA N A . C O M

1.800.527.5348 •  FREE TRAVEL PLANNER • Insta

Photos by M
ontana Office of Tourism

 and Business Developm
ent
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A SERENE SOAK
By Mikaela Ruland

S oaking in the serene pools of Yellowstone Hot Springs, you’d 
never know you were just eight miles from Yellowstone’s 
North Entrance in Gardiner, Mont. Opened in March 2019, 

the hot springs are tucked off the highway just 100 feet from the 
Yellowstone River. Here you'll feel worlds away from the hustle and 
bustle of the park. One-hundred-and-fifty-degree water is pumped a 
mile and a half from the hot springs to feed five pools, a 105-degree 
hot plunge, a 98-degree warm pool, a 68-degree cold plunge and two 
Kneipp pools to rejuvenate the whole body.

Kneipp pools, while popular in Europe, are rarely found here in the 
U.S. Two parallel, shallow pools — one hot and one cold —  are 
lined with river rocks. When you walk through the pools, the rocks 
and the 40-degree temperature differences can invoke feelings of 
rejuvenation.

No chemicals are needed to keep the pools sparkling clean. The hot 
springs’ flow-through system moves 70,000 gallons of water through 
the pools every eight hours.

“You could soak in the early afternoon and then come back after 
dinner and be immersed in totally different water,” says sales and 
marketing director Norman Millman.

You can also book camping and lodging through Yellowstone Hot 
Springs. Stay across the street in an RV-friendly campground that 
can accommodate rigs up to 40 feet in length in certain sites. All 
sites have electric hookups, and there are a few sites with full-service 
hookups. Or, stay in one of four cabins with a private bathroom.

For more information visit YellowstoneHotSpringsMT.com.
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Relax & Renew

46 RV Spaces

406-589-7350

Hours
9:00am - 9:00pm

Tuesday - Sunday

YellowstoneHotSpringsMT.com
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Y ou cannot see all of Yellowstone 
by car in one day, so we have a tip 
for you.

Don’t try. Plan to spend at least a half day 
out of your car rafting the Yellowstone River 
with Wild West Rafting or Flying Pig Rafting 
next to Yellowstone’s North Entrance. Both 
companies share the same owners and offer 
half-day, full-day and overnight trips, plus 
trips that offer a horseback riding and rafting 
combination.

“There’s no better way to experience the 
beauty of the area and the beauty of Montana 
than in a raft,” says Thomas Davis, co-owner 
of Wild West Rafting based in Gardiner, 
Mont., noting the Yellowstone River is the 
largest undammed river in the Lower 48.

Plus, you’ll be floating along the border 
of Yellowstone National Park for the first 
four miles of all trips, catching sight of 
wildlife like elk and bison, depending on 
the day. Since you cannot legally raft in the 
park, it’s the closest you’ll get to rafting in 
Yellowstone. 

For whitewater trips, choose between a 
half-day, full-day or overnight rafting trip. 
Scenic float trips that avoid whitewater are 
just a half day. And if you’re interested in 
doing a trail ride on a horse as well as rafting, 
sign up for a Paddle & Saddle trip where you 
trail ride for two hours through the Gallatin 
National Forest before breaking for lunch 
and then hopping on a raft for eight miles of 
whitewater. You can also experience the river 
by fly fishing with Flying Pig.

For those who have rafting experience 
and are looking for the ultimate thrill ride, 
Wild West Rafting offers a class III and 
class IV rapid experience on its Small Boat 
Big Water trip. It’s a five-mile stretch only 
offered in May and June.

Wild West Rafting also offers a 21-mile 
overnight rafting trip down the Yellowstone 
River. You’ll sleep in comfortable cots in cool 
tepees in a meadow along the river. And 
meals are a steak dinner by lantern-light and 
a cowboy-style breakfast in the morning 
prepared by your guide.

Learn more at WildWestRafting.com and 
FlyingPigRafting.com.

EXPERIENCE YELLOWSTONE  
AREA BY WATER
Go rafting for an incredible outdoor adventure.

By Tori Peglar
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It’s time to get your heart rate up and 
explore the majority of the park that 
isn’t accessible by car. We’ve put together 

three active adventures from canoeing to 
backpacking that will test your stamina and 
bring you away from the crowds to parts of 
the park most visitors rarely see.

Backpack Sky Rim Loop

� e 21-mile Sky Rim Loop in the northwest 
corner of the park features a six-mile 
traverse along a long, grassy spine with great 
views. You’ll also get the chance to summit 
9,930-foot Bighorn Peak and see petri� ed 
tree stumps in the Gallatin Petri� ed Forest. 
� e trail is strenuous, with approximately 
5,000 feet in elevation gain, but the payo�  is 
worth it.

You'll need a backcountry reservation, and in 
2022, Yellowstone is instituting an early-access 
lottery for backcountry campsite reservations. 
Learn more and apply on recreation.gov. 

Start at the Dailey Creek Trailhead and hike 
to campsite WF2. Filter plenty of water as 

there isn’t another reliable water source for 
another 10 miles. On day two, get an early 
start to avoid lightning risk on the exposed 
ridge and continue to the intersection with 
the Sky Rim Trail. Take a right. From there, 
you’ll quickly gain 600 feet to the namesake 
traverse and catch incredible views. � is 
ridge serves as the boundary of Yellowstone 
and is carpeted in wild� owers in the summer. 
At around 10.4 miles, you’ll pass the Black 
Butte Trail Junction. � at’s how you’ll return 
to the parking lot, but continue on 0.3 miles 
and carefully traverse a rocky knife edge to 
the 9,930-foot summit of Bighorn Peak. Soak 
in the amazing views before backtracking to 
the Black Butte Trail. Descend four miles to 
reach campsite WF1.

On day three, � nd the Black Butte Daly 
Creek Cuto�  Trail past your campsite 
and follow it until you reach Dailey Creek 
Trail and turn le�  to head back to the 
trailhead.

Yellowstone is bear country and backcountry 
campers are required to either hang food from 
your campsite’s food pole, utilize the food 
storage locker if your campsite has one or 

carry an approved bear canister to store food 
and scented items in. Always carry bear spray 
and know how to use it.

Paddle to Shoshone Lake

Yellowstone’s second largest lake is only 
accessible by human power. To access 
Shoshone Lake, its incredible backcountry 
geyser basin and an unparalleled sense of 
solitude, hike 17 miles, or paddle there. � e 
paddle distance is approximately 30-miles, 
round-trip from the Lewis Lake Boat Ramp to 
Shoshone Geyser Basin and back and can be 
done in either a canoe or a sea kayak.

You’ll need to get your boats inspected and 
pay for a boating permit. Arrive at the Lewis 
Lake Ranger Station with your boat clean, 
drained and dry for inspection. If you’re not 
an experienced paddler, opt for a guided trip. 
Geyser Kayak Tours o� ers three and four-day 
guided paddle trips to Shoshone Lake.

Get a super early start to paddle from the 
Lewis Lake Boat Ramp to the Lewis River. 
Midday winds can make the lakes incredibly 
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by Mikaela Ruland
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choppy, so it’s best to get to camp as early  
as possible.

All paddlers must have a U.S. Coast Guard 
approved PFD, and it’s important you 
always wear it while crossing open water. 
Water temperatures remain very cold in 
the summer, and people have died going 
overboard. Be aware of conditions and when 
in doubt, get off the water if it gets too rough. 

Once you hit the Lewis River, you’ll 
experience a calm current as you paddle 
upstream. Be quiet and you might see 
river otters. Near the end of the river, the 
current gets too strong to paddle against. 
Get out and tow your boat as you hike along 
the shore for half a mile until you reach 
Shoshone Lake. Skirt the southern shore 
and head to campsite 8Q4. 

On day two, paddle to the lake's far western 
edge where you’ll find Shoshone Geyser 
Basin. Explore by foot on a hiker trail that 

passes hot pools, steam vents and geysers. 
There’s more than 80 active geysers in this 
area, one of the highest concentrations in the 
world. Stay out of thermal features as they can 
be dangerous. Your second night is ideally 
camped at 8R1, near the narrowest portion of 
Shoshone Lake.

On your last day, paddle back to Lewis  
River where the current will be working in 
your favor to return to Lewis Lake and the 
boat ramp.

Climb Avalanche Peak

While not the tallest point in the park, 
Avalanche Peak is still a worthy summit, 
reaching 10,568 feet in elevation. It’s a short 
but steep climb, gaining 2,100 feet over your 
4.7-mile, round-trip hike. From the top, you’ll 
get a sense for the sheer scale of Yellowstone 
Lake and, on a clear day, see all the way to the 
Tetons to the south.

Begin your hike early and aim to be below 
tree line by midday to avoid afternoon 
lightening storms.  Snow and ice often linger 
on the peak until July, so it’s always good to 
check trail conditions with a ranger in the 
early season. Bring wind layers as this peak is 
notoriously windy.

Start from the Avalanche Peak Trailhead, 
eight miles from the park’s East Entrance. 
Park across the road at the pullout just east 
of Eleanor Lake. The trail climbs through a 
coniferous forest, including whitebark pine 
which is a favorite food source of grizzlies. 
The park often closes this trail for bear 
activity. Avoid it in September and October 
when the grizzlies are fattening up for winter.

After hiking 1.2 miles, you’ll come out of the 
trees at a large bowl before you continue on. 
There are a few spots with exposure toward 
the final ascent so walk carefully. You'll be 
rewarded with great views at the summit.
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SLEEP NEAR THE PARK
Stay a couple blocks from the park in West Yellowstone 

and leave the driving to a guide. 
by Tori Peglar
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S tay tantalizingly close to the park 
but within walking distance of West 
Yellowstone’s shops and restaurants at 

four lodging options under the umbrella of 
Yellowstone Vacations.

In the cozy Explorer Cabins, you’ll � nd small 
kitchenettes, binoculars and walking sticks.

At Gray Wolf Inn & Suites, there’s an indoor 
heated pool and fun facts about wolves in the 
elevator and hallways. You may even hear 
real wolves howling from the Grizzly & Wolf 
Discovery Center across the street. 

� e bonus for dog lovers? Holiday Inn West 
Yellowstone, Gray Wolf Inn & Suites and 
Explorer Cabins have pet-friendly rooms 
without additional fees (note: the park itself 
has strict rules regarding pets). Yellowstone 

Park Hotel, home to a gorgeous lobby with a 
� replace, does not allow pets.

Want to spend more time in the park and 
less time looking for parking spots? Take a 
summer bus tour with Yellowstone Vacations and 
leave the driving to guides who know the park. 
Choose between an Upper Loop Tour, which 
visits sights like Yellowstone’s iconic Mammoth 
Hot Springs Terraces or the Lower Loop Tour 
that brings you to Old Faithful, Grand Canyon 
of the Yellowstone and more.

“What’s nice is you hear so many facts and 
stories that you would never have gotten 
if you were driving yourself,” says Shelby 
Budler of Yellowstone Vacations. “And you may 
see hidden spots you didn’t know about.”

Learn more at YellowstoneVacations.com.

The town of West Yellowstone 
sits at the West Entrance to 
Yellowstone. Along with easy 
access to the park and a number 
of year-round lodging options to 
choose from, there are fun 
activities right in town. Missed 
seeing a grizzly in Yellowstone? 
You're guaranteed to see one at 
the Grizzly & Wolf Discovery 
Center, a nonprofit wildlife 
educational and research park 
minutes from the park. 

Then head to the Yellowstone 
Giant Screen where you can 
discover the park in a totally 
different way with the movie 
Yellowstone projected on a 
six-story-high screen. 

Don’t miss seeing one of the 
West’s long-lived traditions at 
Wild West Yellowstone Rodeo. 
During the summer, there are 
between 4-6 rodeos a week, 

beginning at 8 p.m. Tickets 
are available online and 
at the gate.

Finally, lasso the fun 
at Parade Rest Guest 

Ranch 10 miles from 
Yellowstone’s 
West Entrance 
for an evening 

under the 
stars. You’ll 

ride in a hay 
wagon, on 

horseback or in a 
van (depending on 

availability) to the 
outdoor cookout area 

where you’ll eat a 
classic western dinner.

Learn more at 
DestinationYellowstone.com and 
YellowstoneDestination.com.

West 
Yellowstone 
Sights
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If there was ever a town that truly 
lived up to its name, it’s Big Sky, 
Mont. 

It’s tucked in the � anks of the green 
mountains that roll up to Big Sky Resort, a 
huge ski area with 34 chairli� s and nearly 
6,000 skiable acres. Born in 1973 when the 
ski resort was created, Big Sky is a relatively 
new town where you’ll � nd easy-going 
people who love sharing where they live 
with people who visit.

You come here for the two Rs, say the 
locals. � e � rst is recreation like hiking, 
biking, ra� ing and in the winter, skiing. 
� e other R is relaxation. You recharge. 
You rejuvenate before you go home.

Big Sky is perfectly situated between 
Yellowstone National Park and Bozeman, 
Mont., the latter being a major hub for 

Yellowstone travelers to � y in and out 
of. Under an hour’s scenic drive from 
Bozeman and the park, Big Sky o� ers a 
range of restaurants, outdoor activities and 
unparalleled lodging accommodations, the 
higher end of which you cannot always � nd 
closer to Yellowstone.

But the town of Big Sky is no Aspen. You 
won’t � nd a Ritz-Carlton Hotel or high-end 
designer shops like Gucci in this low-key 
town. But you will � nd trendy hot spots 
like Blue Buddha Sushi Lounge, Copper, a 
whiskey bar and grill and Pinky Gs, a great 
spot for pizza and casual food. And � e 
Wilson Hotel, a Residence Inn by Marriott, 
is within walking distance of food and shops 
right in the heart of town center. 

Few places are better than the great 
outdoors to reconnect with yourself 
and family, so hit the trails. For an easy 

but pretty hike, head to Ousel Falls. It 
takes about 30 minutes to get to the falls, 
depending on how o� en you slow down 
to smell the amazing wild� owers along the 
trail. It’s 1.6 miles out and back. For views 
of Lone Peak, do the Beehive Basin Trail 
that’s 6.6 miles round-trip with 1,600 feet 
of elevation gain. 

� en hit some of the best whitewater ra� ing 
or � oat trips in the West. Or go on a trail 
ride with Canyon Adventures or Jake’s 
Horses. And then there’s Yellowstone. 
Head to the northern part of the park 
for the day and return to Big Sky to eat 
at Riverhouse BBQ & Events, formerly 
Gallatin Riverhouse Grill. Known for its 
BBQ, it has beef brisket, pork baby back 
ribs and more. Play corn hole, sit by the 
outdoor � repit and listen to live music. 

Learn more at VisitBigSky.com. 

BEST BASECAMP
Under an hour’s drive from Yellowstone, the town of Big Sky o� ers music, food 

and miles of trails under its piece of the enormous Montana sky.
By Tori Peglar

NORTHWEST PASSAGE
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//  Gateway community to Yellowstone National Park,
     less than hour’s drive from the West Entrance.

//  Big Sky’s unparalleled outdoor recreation, 
     accommodations, and diverse dining options.

//  20 direct daily flights to Bozeman 
     Yellowstone International Airport (BZN).

//  Visit like a local. Kindness, mindfulness, and 
patience are always welcome in Big Sky.

WHERE ALL ROADS LEAD TO Adventure
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SEVEN SECRETS
Southwest Montana is stunning, offering everything from historic  

towns to boat rides, sapphires and saloons.
By Tori Peglar

1  Virginia City  
Players Theatre Co.

Sit back in this historic 

theater in Virginia City 

and be entertained by 

1800s-era melodramas  

and vaudeville variety 

acts. You can purchase a 

drink at the Bale of Hay 

Saloon next door and 

bring it into the theater.

2  Grant-Kohrs 
Ranch National 
Historic Site

Once the headquarters of a 10-million-acre 

cattle empire, this National Historic Site in 

Deer Lodge, Mont., offers tours of the ranch 

home built in 1862. At this National Park 

Service site, you can explore the bunkhouse, 

blacksmith shop, horse barns and cattle 

sheds. Spend time with the horses, chickens 

and cows on-site.

3  Butte Trolley Tour

Ride the trolley to hear about Butte’s colorful 

history and present-day attractions, including 

the 90-foot Our Lady of the Rockies statue.

Afterwards, visitors can go 65 feet underground 

into the Orphan Girl Mine at the World Museum 

of Mining (not part of the trolley tour).

4  Old Montana Prison Complex

See more than 165 cars, from classic Chevys 

and muscle cars to a 1915 Trumbull Cycle Car, 

at the Montana Auto Museum in Deer Lodge, 

Mont. The museum is part of the Old Montana 

Prison Complex and houses five museums 

in total, including the Old Montana Prison. 

Although the prison has been on-site since 

1871, its iconic medieval look came from the 

work of prisoners at the turn of the century.

5  Nevada City Music Hall

Part of the Nevada City Museum, this ornate hall 

holds the largest collection of automated music 

machines in the country, including the world’s 

biggest music organ. Many 

of the music machines are 

still working today.

This unique building was 

built as the recreation 

hall at Canyon Lodge in 

Yellowstone National Park 

around 1910. In 1959, it was 

disassembled and moved to 

Nevada City.

6  Sapphire-Sifting

Many don’t know that 

Montana has caches of 

sapphires in some of its 

mountains. Sift for your own 

sapphires in charming Philipsburg at Sapphire 

Gallery, Gem Mountain or Montana Gems of 

Philipsburg. After you find sapphires, create 

earrings, necklaces and more with your gems.

7  Gates of the Mountains

Experience the awe Lewis and Clark felt 

when they first set eyes on the “Gates of the 

Mountains,” spectacular 1,200-feet-high 

limestone cliffs presiding over the Missouri 

River near Helena. See nature and wildlife 

on a 120–minute cruise on board one of two 

tour boats — Canyon Voyager or Sacajawea. 

The cruise starts at the marina 3 miles off of 

Interstate 15 in the foothills between Helena 

and Great Falls.

Learn more about Southwest Montana at SouthwestMT.com.

NORTHWEST PASSAGE
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Ghost towns, Road trips
and Hiking trails.

the Rest is

Explore the landscape between 

Yellowstone and Glacier national parks, 

where adventure, recreation, arts and 

culture are all shaped by Montana’s

captivating history.

Order your FREE travel 
guide at SouthwestMT.com 

or call 1.800.879.1159.

His  orYis  or

Ghost 
and Hiking 

Explore the landscape between 

Yellowstone and Glacier national parks, 

where adventure, recreation, arts and 

culture are all shaped by Montana’s

His
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BOOM TOWN
Explore Butte, Mont., to see its dramatic mining past. 

By Tori Peglar

I n 1896, this tiny town nestled into 
the folds of Montana’s gentle hillsides 
produced a quarter of the world’s 

supply of copper and half of the United 
States’ supply, according to the Mining 
History Association. 

Take a Butte Trolley Tour to learn about 
Butte’s colorful history and see the largest 
National Historic Landmark District in 
the West. Butte’s buildings have stunning 
architectural details that masons at the 
turn-of-the-century painstakingly created. 
The tour also brings you by the Copper King 

Mansion where you can spend the night. 
The 34-room abode was home to W.A. 
Clark, a Butte mining giant who was one of 
the world’s richest men in 1900. The house 
cost an estimated $500,000 to build, which 
represented a half-day’s income.

Visit the Berkeley Pit, a one-mile-long and 
half-mile-wide open pit copper mine where 
320 million tons of ore was mined from 1955 
to 1982. If you’re on the trolley tour, it’s one 
of the stops. Today, groundwater is filling the 
1,780-foot-deep pit because the water pumps 
were turned off when the mine closed.

A designated Environmental Protection 
Agency Superfund site, it’s a marvel in the 
human ability to extract from the Earth and 
a dramatic visual lesson on the mine's impact 
on the environment.

Before you leave town, don’t miss Front 
Street Market, an unbelievably authentic 
Italian market. It stocks gourmet cheeses, 
salamis, specialty items and sandwiches, 
plus more than 2,000 wines from all over 
the world.

Learn more at VisitButte.com
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With overflowing 
flower baskets and 
gorgeously restored 

historic buildings lining its main 
street, Philipsburg is one of 
Montana’s most charming towns.

Once a booming mining town, it’s 
the kind of place that makes you 
want to sit on one of its sidewalk 
benches and watch the world go 
by. But first, explore the town’s 
enormous handmade candy 
store, The Sweet Palace, which 
is a destination in its own right. 
Amid the Victorian-era decor, 
you’ll find 50 kinds of fudge, 20 
types of caramel and incredible 
treats like Dark Chocolate 
Premium Moose Truffles made 
with Moose Drool Brown Ale by 
Big Sky Brewing Co.

Next door is Sapphire Gallery 
where you can literally sift 
through dirt to find sapphires. 
When you buy a bag of gravel 
containing local sapphires,  
staff will show you how to use 
screens to clean and sort the 
gravel to uncover the sapphires 
on site. Afterwards, the gallery 
can heat-treat your sapphires 
to enhance their color or even 
fashion them into earrings, 
necklaces and more.

“Everyone loves finding treasure”, 
says co-owner Shirley Beck who 
is credited for helping lead the 
revival of historic Philipsburg. 
“It’s material that has been 
waiting for them in the ground 
for a long time—about 50 
million years.” 

But Philipsburg itself is a 
treasure, and that’s all the 
more reason to tread lightly 
on this town that’s growing in 
popularity. Most folks here follow 
the “Cowboy Code of the West,” 
which includes reminders like 
“Talk less but say more” and 
“Remember some things are not 
for sale.” When it’s time to leave, 
it may feel like saying goodbye to 
an old friend. 

“Philipsburg has activities 
and shops, eateries and photo 
opportunities, but at the end of 
your visit we just make you feel 
good. It’s magic,” Beck says.

Learn more at  
PhilipsburgMT.com.

MAGICAL PHILIPSBURG
Uncover treasures in one of Montana’s most charming towns. 

By Tori Peglar

PHILIPSBURG  
BREWING CO.
Founded in 2012, this 
brewery is housed in a 
historic bank building 
built in 1888. Referred  
to as The Vault, this 
popular watering hole 
with award-winning 
beers uses Montana 
malt and local spring 
water in its brews.  
Stop for a pint and chat 
with locals and other 
travelers.

GRANITE GHOST  
TOWN STATE PARK
This state park was 
home to what was known 
as the “richest silver 
mine on Earth.” Opened 
in 1872, the mine yielded 
$40,000,000 and was 
home to 3,000 miners 
before the price of silver 
crashed. The Granite 
Mine Superintendent’s 
House is still there, 
along with ruins of Union 
Hall. The narrow and 
steep road from 
Philipsburg gains 1,280 
feet in elevation.

THE PHILIPSBURG 
THEATRE
Established in 1891, this  
is the oldest operating 
theater in Montana. If 
there’s a movie, play or 
performance happening 
when you are in town, 
get tickets. The interior 
is full of charm that 
harks back more  
than 100 years.

3 Stops
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