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Start in Salt Lake City, a vibrant community set against the backdrop of snow-
dusted peaks, capped by impossibly blue skies. From here, you’ll cross Utah, Idaho 
and Wyoming on your way to Yellowstone, escaping the crowds to see a side of the 
West that’s o� en overlooked. 

Hit wild� ower-� lled trails in Park City before discovering pioneer history as you 
make your way north to Logan. Across the border in Idaho, Fort Hall o� ers a 
glimpse into the culture of the Shoshone-Bannock tribes. If Idaho makes you think 
potatoes, stop in Blackfoot to learn everything there is to know about this humble 
tuber. � en, dive into communities like Idaho Falls, St. Anthony and Ririe where 
you’ll discover that this state is so much more than just � elds of spuds. 

As you approach the Tetons from the west, you might be surprised by the mirror-
image view of the range you’ve seen photographed from the east. � is side of 
the Tetons is home to uncrowded trails, hot springs soaks and more. Head into 
Wyoming where you’ll � nd summer fun at Snow King Resort before exploring 
Grand Teton and Yellowstone national parks. 

Exit Yellowstone via the West Entrance, taking a quick jaunt through Montana 
before you’re back in Idaho. � ree national park sites � lled with weird and 
wonderful rock formations and fossils, along with a massive and stunning waterfall 
will � ll your drive back to Salt Lake City.

� ere’s no denying it, west is best. 

Traverse the western side of the Rockies for hidden 
gems, gorgeous views and fresh mountain air. 

PHOTOS: Kayaking to Shoshone Falls (Courtesy Visit Southern Idaho), 
Grand Prismatic boardwalk in Yellowstone National Park (Grant Ordelheide)

M
ap

 b
y 

Pe
te

r S
uc

he
sk

i

YellowstonePark.com         111
MyYellowstonePark.com  .  111

YSJ-2023_West-is-Best_08.indd   111YSJ-2023_West-is-Best_08.indd   111 3/1/23   2:45 PM3/1/23   2:45 PM



L ess than a mile from Temple Square, 
a reminder of the city’s traditional 

roots, is Ca� e d’Bolla. While going to 
a co� ee shop should be an experience, 
at Ca� e d’Bolla, the co� ee itself is 
experiential. With special batch, single 
origin co� ees and unique brew methods, 
you’ll want to allot plenty of time to 
enjoy your morning cup. � is is the 
juxtaposition that is Salt Lake City.

A vibrant and welcoming metropolis, 
you’ll � nd innovative restaurants against 
the backdrop of the Wasatch Range.
Home to world-class outdoor recreation, 
and pioneer history, the city also appears 
on the list of America’s 10 Queerest Cities 
(� e Advocate).

“� ings you wouldn’t think go together 
just do here,” says Visit Salt Lake director of 
content, Sean Buckley.  

Experience the great outdoors at Antelope 
Island State Park, an hour from the city. � e 
island is in the middle of the Great Salt Lake, 
where the water has such a high salinity 

content, it actually feels di� erent to the 
touch. Fi� y miles of trails and wildlife like 
bison, birds, and bighorn sheep await. Back 
in town, hike the easy, 1-mile roundtrip 
trail to Ensign Peak for great views of the 
city. It’s here Brigham Young looked out 
over the valley that would become Salt Lake 
City. Don’t miss the four nearby ski areas 
with summer and winter activities. Take the 
new Snowbird Tram up nearly 3,000 feet to 
Hidden Peak.

Even though there’s incredible outdoor 
experiences minutes away, Salt Lake’s 
cultural scene rivals its scenery. See 
Broadway hits like Newsies at the Hale 
Centre � eatre, a theater-in-the-round 
with a rotating stage, or � nd live improv and 
political satire at O�  Broadway � eatre. 

And then there’s the foodie scene with 
innovative chefs. Chef Tyson Petersen serves 
Northern Spanish cuisine on the sixth � oor 
of the Hyatt Regency downtown at Mar | 
Muntanya including grilled octopus and 
cinnamon churros. Actor Ty Burrell, who 
played the awkward father on ABC’s Modern 

Family, owns Bar-X, along with Beer Bar 
next door where chef Viet Pham cooks 
house-made bratwursts and Belgian-style 
fries. Don’t miss Woodbine, Salt Lake City’s 
second food hall which has a cocktail bar, 
and explore the brewery scene by visiting 
SaltLakeBreweryPass.com.

Despite all the innovation, you can still 
experience the city’s traditional religious 
roots—the state was founded by the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. 
Utah is number one in the nation for 
volunteering, a core value of the Mormon 
church, and � e FamilySearch Center at 
Temple Square is still the best place in the 
world to � nd out more about your family 
tree, regardless of your religion.

Learn more at VisitSaltLake.com.

The Center 
of It All

Salt Lake is where tradition meets a progressive 
and energetic cultural scene.  

By Mikaela Ruland and Tori Peglar

PHOTOS: Level Crossing Brewing (by Michael 
Kunde), Snowbird Tram in summer (Courtesy 
Snowbird Tram) Both Photos Courtesy Visit Salt 
Lake. Antelope Island State Park (Ge� y Images)
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Just beyond the grandeur of Yellowstone lies the intrigue of Salt Lake. An outdoor 
treasure in its own right. Packed with scenic drives. Beautiful parks. Rugged trails. 
And an anything-goes spirit that makes every visit one to remember. Inside and out, 
Salt Lake will refresh your spirit. visitsaltlake.com

AND YOUR HUNGER FOR ADVENTURE.

BRING YOUR THIRST FOR FUN.

91145 VSL • Yellowstone Journal issue of the National Parks Trips Magazine • 7.875” x 10.5” • 1/16/22
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F rom mountain biking to al fresco 
dining to live music, Park City, Utah, 

has a something for everyone. Outdoor 
enthusiasts should head to Cole Sport, a 
one-stop shop for local advice, gear and 
rentals. Then, hit the city’s 400-plus miles of 
trails on bike or on foot to get a taste of this 
mountain town. The 4.7-mile Silver Lake 
Trail is a hiker-only destination ending 
in gorgeous valley views and the nearby, 
moderate Flagstaff Loop offers the same 
views atop a mountain bike.

If you have kids, point yourself toward Park 
City Mountain Resort, a world-class ski 
destination in winter, headquarters of family 
fun in summer. With an alpine slide, zipline 
and mountain coaster, your little ones will be 
all smiles at the end of the day. Deer Valley 

Resort offers world-class summer mountain 
biking experiences. Don’t forget to check 
out the Woodward Action Sports Park, 
which teaches everything from BMX biking 
to snowboarding in a safe environment, 
including foam pits.

Trade dirt paths for city sidewalks as you 
head to Main Street for al fresco dining. 
This picturesque street includes a dozen 
outdoor, curbside dining decks, allowing 
you to take in the beauty of the Utah 
mountains while enjoying dinner. Be on the 
lookout for the many events, festivals and 
outdoor concerts that happen each year.

Get off the beaten trail for outdoor dining 
on Kearns Boulevard, home of the stunning 
Kimball Arts Center. After perusing the 

Kimball’s gallery featuring local and global 
artists, grab a drink at The Boneyard, which 
has an amazing rooftop patio. When you’re 
ready for dinner, head to Tupelo. 

Park City is committed to sustainability 
and encourages visitors to join in recreating 
more responsibly. The town has set a goal to 
reach net-zero carbon emissions and zero 
waste by 2030. When you visit, opt to use the 
town’s bike-friendly transit system and leave 
your car in the parking lot. It’s easy to access 
restaurants, trails and more. Looking for a 
sustainable option for happy hour? Alpine 
Distilling won the Utah Green Business 
Award in 2021 for its waste diversion, water 
management and sustainable sourcing 
practices, plus its small-batch bourbon and 
gin can’t be beat.

Summer and fall are the times to stay  
in the town’s stunning, high-quality  
hotels at a fraction of the price of a winter 
trip. Basecamp just minutes from the  
Utah Olympic Park at the AC by Marriott 
that’s near Whole Foods and Park City 
Outlets’ stores. For mountainside access, 
head to YotelPad.

Learn more at VisitParkCity.com.

PHOTOS:  Mountain bikers, Family hiking, Scenic 
view of Park City. All images courtesy of Park City 
Chamber / Bureau.

Follow 
Your 
Trail 

In Park City, there’s a trail for 
everyone in the summer. 

By Mikaela Ruland
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Adventure means something 
different to all of us. Maybe you 
like sunrises in a hot-air balloon or 
sunsets while taking in an outdoor 
concert. Are you looking to hike to 
a scenic mountaintop or to stroll 
down a charming, historic Main 
Street? Maybe all of it. Whatever 
you’re looking for – in Park City, 
Utah – you’re on the right trail to a 
rewarding vacation. Learn how to 

visit with care at VisitParkCity.com

You’re on � e 
  right trail

- TO-

adventure.

 DISCOVERY.

 WIDE-OPEN
 FUN.

WINTER’S FAVORITE TOWN.
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Go Local
by Mikaela Ruland

C atch a glimpse into pioneer living, 
enjoy live theater performances  

and stroll a charming downtown with  
a stop in Logan.

Go back in time at the 160-acre 
American West Heritage Center in 
nearby Wellsville. You’ll find interpreters 
in period clothing to help you learn 
about life in the Mountain Man Camp, 
mock-settlements and a working farm 
straight from 1917.

Then, stroll the newly renovated center 
of historic downtown Logan at Main and 
Center streets.

“It looks like something out of a Hallmark 
movie,” says Cache Valley Visitors Bureau 
director Julie Hollist Terrill of the quaint 
street dotted with colorful hanging baskets 
and outdoor dining. 

Stop by the Bluebird Candy Factory 
where you’ll see handmade chocolate 
and candy being created at this Logan 
landmark. Candy has been hand-dipped 
here since 1914.

The area is well known for its locally 
made products. All of Pepperidge Farm’s 
iconic Goldfish crackers for the western 
United States are made here as well as the 
swiss cheese from Gossner Foods that 

adorns Wendy’s and Arby’s sandwiches 
nationwide. Stop by the shop to pick up 
fresh cheese curd. Go on the self-guided 
Foodie Trek and Signature Products 
Tour to sample all of the region’s favorite 
products including honey, ice cream, 
coffee and more.

Head up Logan Canyon for a 
breathtaking scenic drive, ending 43 
miles later at picturesque Bear Lake. Stop 
along the way at one of the 26 trailheads 
such as Wind Caves, which will bring you 
on a steep-but-worthy 4-mile, roundtrip 
journey to an interesting cavern. 

Learn more at ExploreLogan.com.
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Take a Dip
By Tori Peglar

T ucked into the rolling green hills of southeast Idaho, 
you’ll discover an off-the-radar gem worth exploring in 

charming Lava Hot Springs.

Immerse yourself in world class hot springs in this quaint 
town year round. In the heart of town, you can soak in five 
wonderfully sulfur-free outdoor pools heated between 102 
and 112° F by natural underground springs. In a nod to the 
wellness vibe of this community, a number of the hotels in 
the area also have their own private hot springs, spas and 
massage therapists. Head here mid-week for the best rates 
and least number of people.

Spend time on the Portneuf River that flows through Lava 
Hot Springs by renting an inner tube at one of several stands 
next to the hot springs complex. Then, float downriver less 
than a mile to the take-out and walk or take a shuttle back up 
to where you started.

For more water-related fun, walk four blocks to the Olympic 
Swimming Complex, which features a huge swimming 
pool, diving platforms and speed slides with 60-foot drops. 
Continue the fun on dry land as you fly through the air with 
Lava Zipline Adventure. Tours depart twice a day and you’ll 
get the chance to tackle three ziplines and an American 
Ninja Warrior-style obstacle course. Then hike the Idaho 
Centennial Trail marked by the large sign next to Lava 
Hillside Suites. 

Afterwards, head to Ye Olde Chuck Wagon for diner-style 
food or Eruption Brewery serving local beer and pizza. Enjoy 
gourmet Pacific Northwest-inspired dishes at Portneuf Grille 
& Lounge. For a four-course, reservations-only experience, 
head to Greystone Manor. At sunset, have a drink at The 
Rooftop Bar, which stands an impressive 75 feet above Main 
Street. 

You’ll find a wide variety of lodging options in town from bed 
and breakfasts to chain hotels to vacation home rentals. The 
camping options are particularly great, with many locations 
along the river. Crystal Springs Campground offers kayak 
and stand-up paddleboard rentals while Smith Trout Haven 
has a stocked trout pond where you can cast a line. 

Learn more at LavaHotSprings.org.
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Location, Location
by Tori Peglar

S top in Pocatello, a university town 
offering accessible trails, affordable 

lodging and camping in the heart of 
downtown.

“We are two hours from Yellowstone, 1.5 
hours from Jackson Hole and 2.5 hours 
from Sun Valley, so we are a great hub,” 
says local Caryn Elliott. “People can stay 
here and be on less crowded trails.”

Take the Lower and Upper City Creek 
trails, part of the greater City Creek 
Management Area Trail System, for a 
5.8-mile hike or mountain bike ride. The 

1-mile AMI/ Kirkham Trail is paved and 
ADA accessible. 

You can also do a short hike up to the 
four pillars on Red Hill. Placed there in 
1970 by Idaho State University, these 
pillars have become part of university 
tradition. The trail begins at the university 
just across the Student Union Building.

Afterward, cool off across the street at 
the Ross Park Aquatic Complex. There’s 
a lazy river, a pool with lap lanes, a large 
waterslide and a zero-depth pool with 
a playground. 

Pocatello is also home to one of the 
most unusual museums you’ll ever 
visit—the Museum of Clean. It’s filled 
with interactive displays and almost 
1,000 vacuums and rarities like Queen 
Elizabeth of Austria’s toilet.

A half-mile down the street is Idaho 
Museum of Natural History. Stop in the 
Ice Age exhibit to see the area’s former 
inhabitants, such as saber-toothed cats 
and giant ground sloths.

Learn more about Pocatello at 
VisitPocatello.com.
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Start Planning Your Trip at
VisitPocatello.com!

Make Pocatello Your 
Yellowstone Home Base
Discover our small-town charm brimming with
year-round adventures on your way to Yellowstone
and Jackson Hole.
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YOUR
PREMIER ENTERTAINMENT 

DESTINATION

EXPERIENCE         EXCITE          INVIGORATE           INDULGE            

Please gamble responsibly. Gambling Hotline Number (800) 522-4700 or visit www.ncpgambling.org

shobangaming.com | (208) 238-4800
JUST NORTH OF POCATELLO • I-15 EXIT 80

FOLLOW US ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA! 
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Rest Easy
When hotels near Grand Teton and Yellowstone are full, Shoshone-Bannock Casino Hotel  

has availability. It’s just far enough from the parks to avoid the crowds.   
Here are six things to do while staying there. 

By Tori Peglar

The hotel is located in Fort Hall, Idaho, off Interstate 15’s exit 80. Learn more at ShobanGaming.com. 

1  Shoshone- Bannock Casino Hotel 

Built in 2012, the hotel’s 156 rooms and 11 
suites have 42-inch, flat-screen, high-
definition TVs, complimentary Wi-Fi and  
give you access to a 24-hour fitness center, 
heated pool and hot tub.  Rooms are 
decorated with Shoshone-Bannock  
tribal artwork. 

2  Buffalo Meadows RV Park

Twenty-seven pull-through spots are available 
with restrooms, showers and laundry facilities 
on site. You’ll have access to the hotel 
pool, fitness center and game room. Make 
reservations by calling 208-237-8774, ext. 3030. 

3  Donzia Gift Shop

You can buy authentic artwork, jewelry  
and crafts made by Shoshone-Bannock 
tribal artists here, including items with 
intricate beading. The Shoshone-Bannock 
tribes are known for their traditional 
beadwork techniques. 

4  Camas Sports Grill

Twenty-six TVs enable you to catch your 
favorite sports team as you dine inside  
the hotel. Try a Native American dish like  
the fry bread breakfast or the Idaho nachos 
and bison sliders.

5  Cedar Spa

Offering a full-service salon spa, you can 
get a facial, massage, pedicure, manicure 
and more here. The spa offers specialized 
services like an aromatherapy inhalation 
room with essential oil scents like cedar 
wood that are specific to the tribes. 

6  The Hotel Casino

Southeast Idaho’s only gaming facility, 
the casino offers 900 of the most popular 
video gaming machines along with video 
poker and virtual blackjack. For nearly three 
decades, it has offered gaming, starting in 
the early days with bingo. 

PHOTO: Executive King Room (Courtesy of Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, Office of Public Affairs)
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Spud Stop
The Idaho Potato Museum offers a café 

and the real story behind this tuber.  
By Tori Peglar

I t saved Europeans from 
frequent famines. It was the 

first vegetable grown in space. 
There’s no better place to learn 
more about the magnificent, 
dirt-encrusted potato than at 
the Idaho Potato Museum in 
Blackfoot.

“We have a big display on 
how it changed the world,” 
says Tish Dahmen, executive 
director of the Idaho Potato 
Museum. She notes the 
Spanish brought it back to 
Europe after conquering the 

Incas in Peru in the late 1500s. 
At first, Europeans eyed it 
suspiciously. 

For some food for thought, 
grab a bite to eat at the 
museum’s quaint Potato Station 
Cafe where you can order 
baked potatoes (call ahead two 
hours for these), fries, potato 
salad and more. 

Visit the Idaho Potato 
Museum, 130 NW Main 
Street in Blackfoot or go to 
IdahoPotatoMuseum.com.
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On the Fly 
Basecamp in Idaho Falls, two hours from Yellowstone and Grand Teton, with direct flights from 

across the country. Here’s the top six reasons to visit. 
By Mikaela Ruland and Tori Peglar 

1  Get to  
Yellowstone Faster
Fly into Idaho Falls Regional 
Airport on one of 16 direct routes 
from big cities across the U.S. 
like Dallas and Portland for easy 
access to the parks. Less than 
two hours from both Yellowstone 
and Grand Teton, the airport is 
served by major airlines including 
United and American. 

TIP: The city is a great home base 
with tons of lodging options.

2  See a Penguin 
Head to the Idaho Falls Zoo, 
dubbed “the best little zoo in 
the West.” Small enough to 
see it all in a couple hours, 
this zoo has played a large role 
through its breeding program 
in helping ensure the survival 
of endangered species like red 
pandas and African penguins. 

TIP: The zoo is closed in the winter. 

3  Stroll the Greenbelt
Enjoy a walk along the Snake River where 
human-made waterfalls literally light up the 
town each night (they’re the source for the 
hydroelectric plant). Paved on both sides 
for five miles going through downtown, the 
Greenbelt is dotted with creative benches 
including one that looks like a grizzly bear. In 
addition to the falls, there’s often live music, a 
farmers market on Saturdays and a number of 
great restaurants. Snow Eagle Brewery & Grill 
serves American pub fare and Japanese dishes.

 
TIP: Don’t miss the potato pancakes at 
Smitty’s Pancake & Steakhouse, a local legend 
served with applesauce, bacon or sour cream. 

4  Sip at a Speakeasy
Head underground to XVIII, a speakeasy with 
amazing cocktails. Utilizing local ingredients, 
the bar has an upscale, yet rustic feel. You’ll 
find an equally appealing zero-proof menu 
with ingredients like elderflower tonic and 
bitters shining without the buzz.  

TIP: XVIII doesn’t serve food, 
but head across the street to 
the Snake Bite Restaurant, 
owned by the same group, for 
gourmet burgers and other 
dishes with a Western flair. 

5  Enjoy Live Music
The new Mountain America 
Center, which opened in 2022, is 
a great spot to take in big name 
artists, alongside other fun 
events like monster truck shows 
and motorcycle ice racing. For 
a more intimate setting, head to 
The Celt Pub which serves Irish 
fare and hosts live music many 
nights and weekends.

TIP: The Mountain America 
Center is also home to Idaho 
Falls’ semi-pro hockey team, the 
Spud Kings.

6  Stay Downtown
For unique lodging, book a room 
at Destinations Inn. Located 
right in the heart of downtown, 
this 14-room hotel has themed 

accommodations that will take you around 
the world. From Paris to Alaska to Thailand, 
the rooms each have special details that will 
make you feel like you’ve been transported. 
Tour all the rooms on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays at 1 p.m. 

TIP: Eat at Smokin Fins, just down the street, 
which is another voyage around the globe 
with sushi, paella and Nashville hot chicken 
sandwiches all sharing a menu. 

Learn more at VisitIdahoFalls.com.

Kayaking on the Snake River (Brian Brown,  
Courtesy Greater Idaho Falls Chamber of Commerce)
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While its close proximity to Yellowstone and Grand
Teton national parks is a plus, Idaho Falls is an
amazing destination all on its own!

Enjoy the falls along the Greenbelt, visit the zoo or
aquarium, or maybe take in a hockey or baseball
game! Idaho Falls also has a robust arts, culture, and
dining scene too! VisitIdahoFalls.com for more
inspiration!

IDAHO FALLS
Visit
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W hether you like motorized 
recreation or exploring via your 

own two feet, there’s an adventure for 
everyone on the Tetons’ western and—if 
you ask a local—better side. 

If the feel of a motor purring underneath you 
is your idea of a perfect day, head to Island 
Park. In the winter, it’s a snowmobilers’ 
paradise, but come summer, it shouldn’t 
be missed by ATV enthusiasts and novices 
alike. At the Henry’s Fork of the Snake 
River you can explore hundreds of miles of 
Forest Service roads, including the 10-mile 
Big Springs Loop leading to Big Springs, the 
headwaters of the Snake River. Rent a vehicle 
at High Mountain Adventures in Island 
Park. Since this area sees a lot of winter 
snow, motorized trails open a bit later in the 
season. June through October are the best 
times to visit for ATVing.  

Drive south to St. Anthony where you’ll 
find more than 10,000 acres of stunning 

sand. Rent a side by side from PMS 
Dune & Snow Rentals for a thrilling 
afternoon or keep your eyes peeled for 
elk as you explore on foot. Eastern Idaho 
is full of amazing off-road opportunities. 
Download Yellowstone Teton Territory’s 
Off-Road Guide for trail information. 

If non-motorized recreation is more your 
speed, one of the best summer activities on 
this side of the Tetons is paddleboarding. For 
a more advanced float, try the Snake River 
outside of Swan Valley and float down 
the river to Fall Creek Falls. Or, head to 
Henry’s Fork outside of St. Anthony where 
you’ll likely spot moose. Beginners will 
enjoy Palisades Reservoir south of Swan 
Valley. Bring your own paddleboard, or 
rent in Island Park. At the end of a long day 
on the river, Victor Emporium is the place 
to be. You’ll find souvenirs and fly fishing 
supplies and an old-fashioned soda fountain 
that makes can’t-miss milkshakes featuring 
Idaho’s state fruit—the huckleberry. 

When you’re ready to relax, go to Ririe. 
This family-oriented town is a fantastic visit 
in summer or winter. Heise Hot Springs 
is the perfect place to basecamp. Stay at 
the springs’ campground and enjoy both 
soaking pools and a pool with slides. Make 
sure to get a slice at Heise Pizza and play 
a round of putt-putt, as well. There’s even 
ziplining on site.

Another Ririe favorite is 7N Ranch Resort. 
Stay in cabins or the campground and take 
advantage of the mountain bike course in 
the summer to get you warmed up for area 
trails or the tubing hill in the winter. 

Learn more about Yellowstone Teton 
Territory at YellowstoneTeton.org.

PHOTOS: Fall Creek Falls,  ATVing at sand dunes 
(Josh Myers/Courtesy of Yellowstone Teton 
Territory), Victor Emporium (Nick Cote)

Other 
Side  

of the 
Tetons

By Mikaela Ruland
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F ive miles from the entrance to Grand Teton 
National Park lies a family activity paradise that 

makes having fun easy and affordable. Snow King 
Mountain Resort in the heart of Jackson, Wyoming 
offers zipline courses, mini golf, an alpine slide, a coaster, 
bike rentals and a restaurant at its base. With close-in, 
complimentary parking, it’s a hassle-free experience.

Head to Treetop Adventure Ropes Course & Ziplines 
to spend some time suspended in the air, working 
your way through different challenges like crossing 
suspended bridges, swinging logs and scrambling up 
nets. The Summer Cowboy Coaster takes you more 
than 450 feet up the mountain before you descend 
nearly a mile in a coaster sled through turns and twists.

“It’s super convenient to do, even if you just have two 
hours when you’re stopping through Jackson or the 
whole day if you are staying longer,” says Ryan Stanley, 
general manager of Snow King Mountain Resort. 

The Alpine Slide offers a half mile of track where you 
can reach speeds up to 25 mph as you catch views 
of town and surrounding mountains. For younger 
kids who want to avoid speed, there’s mini golf, the 
Bungee Trampoline for ages two and up and Amaze’n 
Maze where you compete with others to find four 
checkpoints before exiting the fastest.

Head to Snow King Mountain Sports, the on-site 
gear rental shop, to rent everything from ebikes to 
mountain bikes, kids’ bikes, Burley bike trailers and 
more. You can also rent stand-up paddleboards and 
kids’ kayaks. Simply load them on the roof of your car 
and explore String Lake in Grand Teton National Park.

Learn more at SnowKingMountain.com.

Summer 
Fun Starts 

Here
By Tori Peglar
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Whose 
Land Am 
I On?

Long before Yellowstone 
became the country’s 
� rst national park, this 
land was important 
to a diverse group 
of people. Philetus 
W. Norris, the park’s 
second superintendent, 
convinced America that 
Native American tribes 
avoided Yellowstone 
because of their fear of 
the park’s geysers. � is 
came at a time when 
the U.S. was at war with 
many tribes so it was a 
convenient story, but 
it couldn’t have been 
further from the truth. 

Native Americans 
hunted, � shed and 
gathered plants in 
the park. Some tribes 
visited the geysers and 
conducted ceremonies 
while others collected 
obsidian. � e Fishing 
Bridge area was used 
as a gathering place 
and the thermal waters 
of the park were used 
for ceremony and 
healing. � ere are 27 
tribes with historic ties 
to Yellowstone who 
are now spread across 
Washington, Oregon, 
Idaho, Montana, 
Wyoming and 
the Dakotas. 

Lower Falls on a misty morning 
at Yellowstone National Park 

(Doreen Lawrence)
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1  Craters of the Moon 
National Monument & Preserve 

Formed by eight major volcanic eruptions 
from 15,000 to 2,000 years ago, this 
otherworldly landscape in Arco makes you 
feel as though you’ve landed on another 
planet. If you only have 30 minutes, drive the 
7-mile scenic loop. For a two-hour hike, park 
at the Spa� er Cones parking lot and walk to 
Big Craters.

2  Thousand Springs Scenic Byway

This scenic drive takes you through 
the stunning Snake River Canyon, past 
Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monument, 
historic towns, hot springs and waterfalls. 
Don’t miss the Thousand Springs Visitor 
Center in Hagerman where you can see 
fossils. A� erwards, stop at Cloverleaf 
Creamery in Buhl for homemade ice cream. 

3  Shoshone Falls

Pronounced “Show shown,” these falls on the 
edge of Twin Falls, are higher than Niagara 
Falls, stretching 212 feet into the air. Take a 
dip in one of the hidden lakes in the canyon 
or picnic in the park. Before you go, fuel up on 
breakfast or lunch at the Twin Falls Sandwich 
Co. in town, which has a unique and delicious 
trout sandwich on the menu.

4  City of Rocks National Reserve

Drive or hike around this internationally known 
rock climbing destination in Almo and watch 
climbers ascend the area’s granite rocks. 
History bu� s can dig into the the California 
Trail where more than 52,000 people passed 
through Idaho en route to California in 1852. 
A� er the reserve, head to the Rock City Grill, 
which has the area’s largest selection of beers 
and locally famous pizza.

5  Rupert Square

Once a place where locals gathered around 
the town’s fi rst well beginning in 1905, 
historic Rupert Square in Rupert o� ers a 
renovated gathering spot surrounded by 
retail shops, restaurants and a historic 
theater. Head to Henry’s at the Dri�  Inn on 
the square for its fi nger steaks, which are 
strips of steak hand-dipped with a secret 
ba� er recipe. 

6  Banbury and Miracle Hot Springs

These two hot springs spots in Buhl o� er 
an amazing break from the road. Banbury 
features a large pool with deep-end swimming 
and a diving board. Miracle Hot Springs has 
four outdoor pools. Both locations o� er tent 
and RV camping. Miracle Hot Springs has 
glamping in geodomes while Banbury Hot 
Springs has cabins.

Hiking in CIty of Rocks National Reserve 
(Courtesy of Visit Southern Idaho)

Natural Beauty
A� er Grand Teton and Yellowstone, lose the crowds when you dip into southern Idaho 

and its three unique national park sites. Here are the top six things to do. 
By Tori Peglar

Learn more at VisitSouthIdaho.com.

128        YELLOWSTONE EDITION 2023

Yellowstone to Twin Falls, ID

WEST IS BEST

YSJ-2023_West-is-Best_08.indd   128YSJ-2023_West-is-Best_08.indd   128 3/1/23   2:46 PM3/1/23   2:46 PM


