
LONE STAR COWBOY 
Get roped into fun as you explore the best cowboy culture 

on this 2,796-mile, round-trip route.

From the high plains of New Mexico to horses 
galloping on Wyoming’s dude ranches, our 
Lone-Star Cowboy Route takes you to the 
heart of cowboy country. 

From El Paso, Texas, head to New Mexico to explore 
the mesmerizing landscape of White Sands National 
Park and the underbelly of the Earth at Carlsbad 
Caverns National Park. Farther north, spend time in 
gorgeous Santa Fe County with vibrant art scenes and 
incredible Southwestern food. 

Cross into Colorado and stop at Great Sand Dunes 
National Park & Preserve before heading north to 
Rocky Mountain National Park (see page 26-27) and 
then on to Cheyenne, Chugwater, Ten Sleep and 
Greybull, a string of authentic western towns that’ll 
lasso you into outdoor and cultural activities.  In 
Powell, you’ll � nd Heart Mountain Interpretive Center 
where thousands of Japanese and Japanese Americans 
were held during World War II. 

Before you reach Yellowstone, stop in Cody, named 
a� er the legendary Bu� alo Bill Cody. It is the closest 
town to the park’s East Entrance and home to a 
world-class museum and fun, authentic cowboy 
entertainment.

E L  PA S O ,  T E X A S ,  T O  G R A N D  T E T O N  A N D  Y E L L O W S T O N E  A N D  B A C K

PHOTO: Wayne’s Boot Shop in Cody, Wyo. (Grant Ordelheide)
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W H A T  H A P P E N S  H E R E  L A S T S  A  L I F E T I M E . . .
lair hotels

Blair Hotels offers more than a place to stay:
we offer warm, welcoming getaways

designed for unforgettable experiences.

Near iconic natural attractions like Yellowstone National Park, the Grand Tetons and Mount Rushmore.

Five resort-style hotels in the Rocky Mountain West towns of Buffalo, Cody and Riverton, WY

Restaurant & Lounge, Heated Pool, and Shopping On-site with Free Airport Shuttle 

blairhotels.com

YSJ2020_LoneStar_05.indd   113YSJ2020_LoneStar_05.indd   113 3/4/20   6:00 PM3/4/20   6:00 PM



SAND AND SUN
Play in the giant sandbox of White Sands National Park. 

By Tori Peglar

There are few things as striking as the 
glistening white gypsum in southern 
New Mexico, so stop here to 

experience this vast � eld of dunes yourself. 

White Sands National Park is our newest 
national park —it was a national monument 
from 1933 until Dec. 20, 2019.  It’s also the 
world’s largest gypsum dune � eld, which 

spans 275 square miles. Start your adventure 
at the park’s historic visitor center. Housed in 
the 1930s-era Pueblo Revival building are 
interactive exhibits, information on daily 
activities and a great � lm A Land in Motion to 
orient you. You’ll � nd the White Sands 
Trading Co. in there as well, which sells 
snacks, sandwiches and drinks.

From the visitor center, take Dunes Drive, 
an 8-mile one-way drive sprinkled with 
roadside exhibits, picnic areas, restrooms 
and trails. � e � rst four miles are paved and 
the last four are hard-packed.

Learn more at nps.gov/whsa.

EXPLORE THE INSIDE OF THE EARTH
In 1898, when 16-year-old 
cowhand Jim White first 
entered what would 
become Carlsbad Caverns 
National Park, the 
Texas-born teen 
discovered another world.

Once part of a reef in an 
inland sea, Carlsbad 

Caverns has more than 
119 limestone caves. 

While it’s disputed 
whether White was the 
first Anglo to enter the 
caves, one thing is clear: 
this national park is 
stunning. Explore the Big 
Room, North America’s 

largest single-cave 
chamber that’s as large as 
six football fields. 

You can take a self-guided 
tour of the Big Room by 
walking 1.25 steep miles 
one way via the Natural 
Entrance. Or use the 
elevator in the visitor 

center and descend 750 
feet into the Big Room. It’s 
$15 for adults; kids 15 and 
younger are free

To explore other caves, 
make reservations at least 
48 hours in advance for a 
guided tour that ranges 
from easy to very difficult.

Prices range from $7-$20. 
Each cave has a 
different minimum age 
requirement.

For reservations go to 
Recreation.gov or call 
877-444-6777.  Learn 
more at 575-785-2232 
or at nps.gov/cave.
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LONE STAR COWBOY
EL PASO, TEXAS, TO ALAMOGORDO, N.M.

88 miles, 1 hours and 27 minutes  
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July 17-26, 2020
CHEYENNE, WYOMING
cfdrodeo.com
800.227.6336

PLAY
GROUND

of the
WEST

The most scenic route
to Yellowstone

www.yellowstone-lodging Located just outside the East entrance of 307-587-9595
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OLD  
MEETS  
NEW 

Old West charm meets a  

vibrant, new cultural scene  

in Cheyenne, Wyo.

By Mikaela Ruland

Cheyenne, Wyo. is the place that 
sparked a love for the Old West in 
me at eight years old. 

What was probably a normal level of 
horse-craziness for a little girl got kicked 
into overdrive the first time we stopped at 
the Terry Bison Ranch just outside of 
Cheyenne. I was hoisted onto a gentle, 
rust-colored horse named Red, and we 
meandered down the trails behind our 
cowboy guide, passing a herd of bison. I was 
hooked.

On one Fourth of July trip, we sat in the 
grandstand at the Cheyenne Frontier Days 
Arena, watched a rodeo and ooh-ed and 
ahh-ed over the sparkling munitions. I 
decided I wanted to be a barrel racer when I 
grew up. The next day, we went downtown 
and rode the Cheyenne Street Railway 
Trolley, and I still remember the stories of 
Old West murders and gun fights that in 
retrospect, probably also sparked my love of 
true crime, but cemented my infatuation 
with cowboy culture.

As I got older, I started making the drive to 
Cheyenne for a different reason — my 
new-found love of rock climbing. 
Vedauwoo Recreation Area (pronounced 
vee-da-voo) was a pilgrimage for a sport 

that would soon be popularized by the likes 
of Tommy Caldwell and Alex Honnold. As 
more and more people get into climbing 
and discover places like Vedauwoo, it’s 
becoming part of the excitement that’s 
fueling cities like Cheyenne. 

I sat down with Jim Walter, director of sales 
and marketing at Visit Cheyenne, to hear 
what’s making Cheyenne not only a 
nostalgic journey into the past but a blazing 
trail into the future.

“For one thing, the music scene here is 
exploding,” says Walter. “It’s really 
incredible for an Old Western town.”

According to Walter, this new music scene 
in Cheyenne isn’t fueled by the country 
music singers you might expect given its 
Western heritage. Take Ernie November, a 
quirky record store that frequently hosts 
heavy metal concerts. Or the summer Edge 
Fest that has welcomed the likes of Bishop 
Briggs. 

Cheyenne’s sleepy downtown of my 
childhood has also transformed. The limited 
dining options of the past have been 
replaced by restaurants like the Met 
Downtown, which has a moody art-deco 
interior and sleek menu featuring ahi crudo 
alongside a pulled pork sandwich. It’s 
something you’d expect to find in hip 
neighborhoods in Seattle or Denver.   

At the new location of Black Tooth Brewing 
Co. saddle bronc riders and mules adorn the 
cans, giving a nod to an Old West that lives 
on despite craft beer, underground music 
and a burgeoning scene of North Face-clad 
millennials in town.

Cheyenne is still the pinnacle of Old West 
charm from my childhood, but it’s also 
welcoming a New West, one that’s making  
it the place to be right now.   

To learn more about Cheyenne,  
visit Cheyenne.org.
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LONE STAR COWBOY
ALAMOGORDO, N.M., TO CHEYENNE, WYO.

647 miles,  10 hours  
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Cheyenne, Wyoming! 
At the intersection of I-25 and I-80

cheyenne.org  800-426-5009

Cheyenne Frontier Days™ 
July 17-26, 2020

Hiking, Biking, and Rock 
Climbing at Vedauwoo 

Recreation Area, Medicine 
Bow National Forest, and 

Curt Gowdy State Park

Old West Museum and Store

Historic Cheyenne Depot

Wyoming State Capitol  
and State Museum

Trail Rides at Terry Bison 
and Bit-O-Wyo Ranches

Plus There’s So  
Much More!
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OFF THE RADAR
From Chugwater to Glendo, this area of southeast Wyoming is full of little-known gems.

By Mikaela Ruland

As you drive Interstate 25 in 
Wyoming from Chugwater to  
Glendo, you’re passing through 

parts of the West you’ve never seen pop up 
on your Instagram feed. It’s the perfect place 
to have an unchartered adventure.

Surrounding the town of Guernsey are two 
can’t-miss historical stops. � e Oregon Trail 
Ruts State Historic Site and Register Cli�  
State Historic Site are two physical 
reminders of the hundreds of thousands of 
pioneers that made the journey west on the 

Oregon Trail in the late 1800s. At the Oregon 
Trail Ruts site, you’ll see six-foot-deep paths 
carved by wagon wheels in the sandstone. At 
Register Cli� , the names of travelers are 
etched into the rock. 

Disguised by miles of prairie, you could drive 
right by and not know you were passing 
incredible spots for water recreation. Glendo 
State Park, which includes the picturesque 
Glendo Reservoir, is the perfect place to 
camp, hike, mountain bike and get out on the 
water to explore the gorgeous red rock 

shoreline. Head to Rooch’s Marina where you 
can rent everything from pontoon boats and 
stand up paddleboards to inner tubes. 

Need a pick-me-up a� er all that exploring? 
Head to Windy Peaks Brewery and 
Steakhouse in Wheatland for local cra�  beer 
and mouth-watering appetizers like fried 
pickles and duck wontons. Happy hour will 
quickly turn into dinner.

Learn more about Platte County at 
PlatteChamber.com.
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LONE STAR COWBOY
CHEYENNE, WYO., TO CHUGWATER, WYO.

44 miles, 41 minutes  
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YELLOWSTONE 

Perfectly positioned on the road to America’s first national 
park, Casper is where the old west meets new and the trails 
connect you to history and adventure. Come as you are and 
explore our vibrant community, touchable western history and 

authentic Wyoming culture.

IS THE ROAD TO 

SO MEMORABLE.

ONLY IN CASPER

VISIT CASPER_YSJ_2020.indd   1VISIT CASPER_YSJ_2020.indd   1 1/28/20   12:50 PM1/28/20   12:50 PM



CASPER’S TOP SEVEN 
In Casper, experience all the great state of Wyoming has to offer in one place.  

Here are seven reasons to stop.

By Mikaela Ruland

4  TRY ON 
COWBOY BOOTS
A trip out West 

wouldn’t be complete without 
cowboy boots. One-hundred-year-
old Lou Taubert Ranch Outfitters 
at 125 E. 2nd St. is the place to go.

 FUN FACT:  The store is four 
stories tall and stocks 10,000  
pairs of boots. 

5  GET A TASTE OF 
THE OLD WEST 
Journey in the 

footsteps of pioneers in a covered 
wagon on the Oregon Trail with 
Historic Trails West. Treks range 
from two hours to five days.

 TIP:  If the Pony Express is more 
your style, you can also experience 
the area’s historic trails on 
horseback.  

6  TAKE IN THE 
VIEWS
Head to Rotary Park 

where you can hike the 4.5-mile 
roundtrip Bridle Trail for 
breathtaking views of Casper or the 
short trail to Garden Creek Falls.

 TIP:  Rotary Park has a great picnic 
area, so don’t forget to pack lunch.

7 GET WET
Rent a paddleboard or 
kayak at Alcova Resort 
to experience the 

400-foot walls of Fremont Canyon. 

 TIP:  When you get off the water, 
head to the Waterfront Grille’s 
patio to order breakfast, lunch, or 
dinner and take in the views.

1  EXPERIENCE  
UNEXPECTED  
CULTURE 

Experience everything Casper, 
from its 100-year-old art scene to 
local music and food at the 5150 
Festival, Aug. 22, 2020.

 FUN FACT:  5150 is Casper’s 
elevation.

2  TOUCH  
HISTORY
Independence Rock 

was an important landmark for 
west-bound pioneers. Countless 
names of pioneers and Native 
Americans alike are carved into 
the awe-inspiring rock. 

 FUN FACT:  Casper sits at the 
intersection of the Oregon, 
California and Mormon trails and  
the Pony Express route.

3 QUENCH  
YOUR THIRST
Stop by the circus-inspired 

Backwards Distilling Company for 
small-batch spirits like “Strong Man Gin” 
and “Sword Swallower Rum” transformed 
into craft cocktails, or sample its Milk Can 
Moonshine line. 

 TIP:  Order the Freakshow, a mix of vodka, 
pineapple and muddled jalapeno. 
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Learn more at VisitCasper.com. 
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LONE STAR COWBOY
CHUGWATER, WYO., TO CASPER, WYO.

134 miles, 1 hour and 58 minutes  
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www.HeartMountain.org • 307.754.8000 • info@heartmountain.org
15 minutes east of Cody, WY off of Highway 14A between Cody & Powell

1539 Road 19, Powell, Wyoming 82435 • Summer Hours 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Daily

HEART MOUNTAIN
World War II National Historic Landmark Site

MUSEUM

WAR MEMORIAL

GALLERY

 WALKING TRAIL

Visit the site where 14,000 
Japanese Americans were 

confined during World War II.

HEART MOUNTAIN
INTERPRETIVE CENTER
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The mountain meadows surrounding 
Paradise Guest Ranch in Bu� alo, 
Wyo., will convince you that you’ve 

found the Garden of Eden. Rustic but 
luxurious cabins, gourmet dining, hiking and 
� shing programs and a full slate of events 
keep the more than a century-old dude ranch 
running. But its horseback riding is second to 
none. No matter your ability, the ranch o� ers 

everything from two-hour rides to full-day 
excursions through wild� ower-strewn � elds 
and into spectacular mountain scenery. 

� e ranch is home to an award-winning kids 
program that gives parents time to pursue 
other ranch-related activities and gives 
children an incredible opportunity to 
connect with nature and each other.  It’s open 
to infants all the way to teenagers and 

includes arts and cra� s, pony rides, a talent 
show, a kids’ rodeo and beyond. 

� e best part? Paradise is the perfect place to 
disconnect from the grid. With so much to 
do on the isolated 160 acres, it’s easy to forget 
during your weeklong stay that the outside 
world even exists. 

Learn more at ParadiseRanch.com.

PARADISE AWAITS
Head to Paradise Guest Ranch for a true 

western experience. 

By Tori Peglar
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Rolling hills and horse trails, 
blue ribbon fly-fishing, campfire songs 

and best of all, ear-to-ear grins from 
the whole family.

Spend a week with us. 
Leave with a lifetime of memories.

Buffalo, Wyoming 
307-684-7876 

www.paradiseranch.com

DISCOVER HOW
WIDE-OPEN SPACES

CAN BRING YOU
CLOSER TOGETHERCLOSER TOGETHERCLOSER TOGETHERCLOSER TOGETHERCLOSER TOGETHERCLOSER TOGETHERCLOSER TOGETHERCLOSER TOGETHERCLOSER TOGETHER
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LONE STAR COWBOY
CASPER, WYO., TO BUFFALO, WYO.

113 miles, 1 hours and 45 minutes  
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1 TAKE THE 
SCENIC 
ROUTE

 WHY GO:  The best way over the 
Bighorn Mountains on the way to 
Yellowstone is U.S. Hwy. 16, 
known as the Sweet 16. 

 TIP:  Passing through Ten Sleep, 
it’s also known as the safest route 
because of the road’s gentle 
curves and lower-grade hills.  

2 VISIT THE 
WASHAKIE 
MUSEUM

 WHY GO:  See exhibits on 
Paleoindian mammoth hunters 
and Wyoming’s early settlers. 
The Last West exhibit covers 
cattle barons and the infamous 
Spring Creek Raid of 1909. 

 TIP:  There are plenty of 
hands-on activities for kids.

3 WATCH ROCK 
CLIMBERS
 WHY GO:  This area 

attracts climbers from across the 
country to scale the limestone walls 
of Ten Sleep Canyon. 

 TIP:  The Ten Sleep Brewing Co. 
hosts the Ten Sleep Climbing 
Festival the last weekend in June. 

4 EXPLORE A 
SPEAKEASY
 WHY GO:  In Greybull, 

stop at the Historic Hotel Greybull to 
see its renovated speakeasy that 
was ground zero for an illegal 
alcohol operation during Prohibition.  

 TIP:  Owners Myles Foley and Lori 
Davis bought the hotel in 2008 and 
spent three years renovating it. 
Don’t miss walking into the original 
bank vault.  

5 SEE WORLD 
WAR II 
PLANES 

 WHY GO:  Head to the 
Museum of Flight and 
Aerial Firefighting to 
walk among World War 
II bombers that later 
became firefighting 
planes.  

 TIP:  The museum is 
located behind the WYDOT rest 
area north of town. 

6 SPOT DINOSAUR 
TRACKS
 WHY GO:  Before the 

Red Gulch Dinosaur Tracksite was 
discovered in 1997, many thought 
the entire Bighorn Basin was 
covered by an ancient ocean, also 

known as the Sundance Sea. This 
ancient shoreline is one of the few 
remaining sites in the world from the 
Middle Jurassic period 160-180 
million years ago. 

 TIP:  Go early in the morning to 
avoid the heat. Restrooms and a 
covered picnic area are on site.  

7 EXPLORE 
DOWNTOWN 
GREYBULL

 WHY GO:  Stop into Crazy Woman 
Trading Post for one of its "famous" 
Crazy Woman tees, western art, 
jewelry and home decor. 

 TIP:  Across from the trading post is 
the Bighorn Basin Geoscience 
Center where you can watch videos, 
touch a fossil and get guided tours 
of the Red Gulch Dinosaur Site.  

Learn more about Washakie County at BighornMountainCountry.com and about Greybull at Greybull.com.

EAST SIDE 
STORIES 

From a gorgeous scenic route through 

Ten Sleep, Wyo., to  World War II planes 

in Greybull, Wyo., don’t miss these 

seven sights on the way to 

Yellowstone National Park. 

By Tori Peglar

BUFFALO, WYO., TO WORLAND, WYO., 

AND GREYBULL, WYO.

127 miles, 2 hours and 40 minutes  

MyYellowstonePark.com  .  123

LONE STAR COWBOY
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When President Franklin Roosevelt ordered all people with 
Japanese ancestry to be removed from the West Coast 
during World War II, more than 14,000 Japanese 

Americans ended up behind barbed wire at Heart Mountain 
Relocation Center. 

� e � rst incarcerees arrived via train on Aug. 12, 1942. � e last le�  the 
center in November 1945. 

Today, stop by the Heart Mountain Interpretive Center to learn more 
about the Japanese and Japanese Americans who were forcibly moved 

from Washington, Oregon and California where they lived. � ere’s a 
museum, gallery and theater. � en head outdoors to the walking trail 
to see a war memorial and original camp structures. 

“It’s a really important piece of American history,” says Kate Wilson of 
Heart Mountain Interpretive Center. "A lot of people don't know 
about it or don't know it's an American story—not just a Japanese 
story or a Japanese-American story."

Learn more at HeartMountain.org. Read the longer story at 
MyYellowstonePark.com.

HEARTBREAK ON 
HEART MOUNTAIN

Discover a World War II Japanese 

American con� nement site in Powell, Wyo.  

By Tori Peglar

TOUR A FARM
In Powell, the miraculous happens. 

Despite the fact this town of 6,500 only get 6 
inches of precipitation per year, it harvests 
sheer tons of sugar beets, barley and beans 
from its fertile soils. Much of its barley ends up 
in craft beers across the country.

How does it do it? Join one of Powell’s 
3.5-hour agriculture tours to find out how 

farmers and ranchers grow crops and raise 
livestock. You’ll also learn more about how 
Powell has given rise to innovative companies 
like GF Harvest, the nation’s first natural and 
organic source of gluten-free oats. The 
visionary company got its start as local 
Forrest Smith’s Future Farmers of America 
project when he was in high school. Today, 
Smith, his parents and employees sell a wide 

array of gluten-free packaged products from 
muffins to oat flour and pancake mixes.

Powell is also known for its charming 
downtown. For local craft beer, stop at WyOld 
West Brewing Co., which also serves food. 

You can do a self-guided tour of Powell via the 
TravelStorys app. Learn more at 
PowellChamber.org.
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YSJ2020_LoneStar_05.indd   124YSJ2020_LoneStar_05.indd   124 3/5/20   2:57 PM3/5/20   2:57 PM



P
H

O
TO

: H
ea

rt
 M

ou
nt

ai
n 

R
el

oc
at

io
n 

C
en

te
r 

(C
ou

rt
es

y 
of

 H
ea

rt
 M

ou
nt

ai
n 

W
yo

m
in

g 
Fo

un
da

ti
on

 O
ku

m
ot

o 
C

ol
le

ct
io

n)

Our amusement park
was established

70 million years ago.

bighornmountaincountry.com

Wyoming’s Climbing Mecca   Cloud Peak Scenic Skyway
Washakie Museum    Big Horn Mountains

Ten Sleep Brewery    Award Winning Hotels
Fishing, Golfing, Hiking

YSJ2020_LoneStar_05.indd   125YSJ2020_LoneStar_05.indd   125 3/4/20   6:11 PM3/4/20   6:11 PM



WILD WEST 
Locals like to brag Cody, Wyo., and the surrounding area is where your great American adventure begins.

By Tori Peglar

1 THE IRMA HOTEL
Built in 1902 and named after Buffalo Bill 
Cody’s youngest daughter, this historic 
hotel is open for 

tours, overnight stays and 
dining. Head to the Silver 
Saddle Saloon to order a 
cold Buffalo Bill Beer 
and admire the 
original cherry 
wood bar Queen 
Victoria of England 
gave to Buffalo Bill. 

2  CODY 
NITE 
RODEO  

Celebrate more than 80 
years of the world’s 
longest running rodeo that 
happens every summer 
night. Doors open at 7 
p.m.,  and the rodeo starts 
at 8 p.m. Buy your tickets 
in advance online or at one 
of 30 retailers in Cody that 
sell them. 

3 MEETEETSE 
CHOCOLATIER
Thirty miles 

southeast of Cody on Hwy. 120, 
you’ll discover the quaint 
ranching town of Meeteetse 
where wooden boardwalks roll 
through downtown. Stop by the 
Meeteetse Chocolatier where 
cowboy Tim Kellogg has 
developed an international 
following for his fine 
chocolates. 

4 SLEEPING 
GIANT 
ZIPLINE 

Just three miles from 
Yellowstone National 
Park, you can sail 
through the air on a 
zipline and get a whole 
new perspective on the 
landscape unfolding 
below you with views of 
the Absaroka Mountains.  

8 THE CODY 
CATTLE 
COMPANY

Located near Stampede Rodeo 
Park, enjoy this ultra-casual 
live country western music 
show and dinner buffet. Dinner 
is at 5:30 p.m., and the 6:30 
p.m. show is over in time for 
you to attend the rodeo. 

6 BUFFALO 
BILL DAM  
Six miles west of Cody is 

the Buffalo Bill Dam & Visitor Center. 
Completed in 1910, it was the world’s 
highest concrete dam at the time, 
stretching 325 feet into the sky. It was 
also one of the nation’s first concrete 
arch dams. Stop by the visitor center 
to see a movie, stroll the top of the 
dam and peruse the gift shop. 

5  DAN MILLER’S 
COWBOY 
MUSIC REVUE

Located in Buffalo Bill's Music Hall, 
the show features cowboy music and 
entertainment. More than 160,000 
people have seen this show, 
representing more than 68 countries.  

7 BUFFALO BILL 
CENTER OF 
THE WEST

This five-in-one museum complex 
(formerly Buffalo Bill Historical 
Center) enables you to explore 
exhibits on firearms, Native 
Americans, natural history, art 
and Buffalo Bill himself. The best 
part is your admission is good for 
two days. 

When Bu� alo Bill Cody helped found the town that bears his name, the year was 1895. Cody felt the beauty of the area and its 
proximity to Yellowstone National Park made it a perfect spot for a town. One hundred and 25 years later, Cody o� ers travelers to 
and from Yellowstone the best of the Old and New West. Plan your two-day adventure with these must-sees.

Learn more at CodyYellowstone.org. P
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BUFFALO BILL DAM 
& VISITOR 
CENTER

Open May–September, 
6 miles west of Cody. 
FREE ADMISSION. 
Travel info, exhibits, 
and awesome 
canyon views.

307-527-6076
BBDVC.com

CODY FIREARMS 
EXPERIENCE

Experience the 
West through 
firearms at Cody’s 
Premier shooting 

experience. Starting at only $39. 
First time shooters encouraged.

307-586-4287
CodyFirearmsExperience.com

SLEEPING GIANT 
ZIPLINE

Wyoming’s largest 
dual zipline, located 
just 3 miles outside 
Yellowstone National 

Park’s East Gate. With speeds up to 
45 MPH, ziplining will be the summer 
excitement you’ve been waiting for.

307-587-3125 • ZipSG.com

BUFFALO BILL  
CENTER OF THE WEST

Five award-winning 
museums — paired 
with exciting food 
and entertainment 

experiences — so you can build your 
own Wild West adventure on the road 
to Yellowstone.

OLD TRAIL TOWN

The old west as 
it really was. 27 
Historical Buildings, 
Jeremiah Johnston’s 
grave, Butch Cassidy’s 

Hole-in-the-Wall cabin and more!

1831 Demaris Drive, Cody, WY
OldTrailTown.org

CODY IS RODEO 

Rodeo Capital of the 
World! Real western family 
fun, nightly June 1st 
thru August 31st. Come 
celebrate at the exciting 
Cody Stampede Rodeo, 
June 30–July 4th.

307-587-5155 • CodyStampedeRodeo.com

Where America’s 
Always been Great.

Plan your trip today at CodyYellowstone.org or call 1-800-393-CODY

307-587-4771 • CenterOfTheWest.org
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These days, there seems to be a hip 
food truck pulling up to a sidewalk 
near you, no matter where you go. 

But just east of Yellowstone, you can get 
served from the oldest kitchen on wheels in 
our country: the chuckwagon. 

In 1866, Charles Goodnight invented the 
chuckwagon, a 10-foot by 40-inch- wide 
covered wagon that carried food, water, 
cooking tools and a dutch oven. It 
revolutionized meal time for cowboys who 
previously had to scramble for food on long 
cattle drives. 

Today, watch your dinner get prepared at a 
chuckwagon at the Cowboy Chuckwagon 
Experience at the Bu� alo Bill Center of the 
West in Cody. It’s one of many experiences 
you can have at this Smithsonian-a�  liated 
complex that’s home to world-class art, 
remarkable Indian artifacts and cultural 
exhibits. From horseback rides and an escape 
room to breathtaking art by Albert Bierstadt, 
Remington and C.M. Russell, there’s enough 
here to stay for days. And in fact, every 
museum entrance ticket is good for two days. 

“We have so much for people 
who want to learn and take a deep 
dive into our collections, but we also 
are giving people other ways to learn,” says 
Levi Meyer, the complex’s public relations and 
marketing manager. 

Put on your jeans and slip into a saddle at the 
complex’s corrals for an hour-long trail ride.
� en head to “Bringing Work to Life” at the 
front of the museum where you’ll � nd a real 
saddle-making workshop with leather-making 
legend Keith Seidel and his apprentices.

And of course, there’s Bu� alo Bill himself, 
founder of Cody and a world-renowned 
showman whose Wild West shows 
entertained thousands, including Queen 
Victoria of England. Discover more about 
this Old West character at the Bu� alo Bill 
Museum on site. 

A� er visiting Cody, drive west toward 
Yellowstone. You’ll � nd the area spectacularly 
scenic. President � eodore Roosevelt called 
the 50-mile stretch between Cody and 
Yellowstone National Park’s East Entrance 
the “50 most beautiful miles in America.” 

If he visited 
today, he may 

add that it’s one of 
the most uncrowded 

experiences you can have so close to the 
park. Dotted with historic lodges like 
Elephant Head Lodge, which was opened 
by Bu� alo Bill Cody’s niece in 1910 (while 
modernized over time it still retains its 
original charm), you’re guaranteed an 
authentic experience. 

“People are so surprised when they get here 
and they say, ‘We could’ve spent a couple 
more days here,’” says Betsy Christiansen 
whose Shoshone Lodge and Guest Ranch 
was built in the 1920s and has been run by 
four generations of her husband’s family. 
“It o� ers an uncrowded experience.” 

Plus, the area o� ers tons of activities from 
horseback riding and � shing to ziplining. 
It’s also a great place to spot wildlife. 

Learn more about Bu� alo Bill Center of 
the West at Centero� heWest.org. Discover 
lodging accommodations just east of 
Yellowstone’s East Entrance at 
Yellowstone-Lodging.com.

YELLOWSTONE 
AREA GEMS

Discover great lodging and a world-class museum 

near the East Entrance to Yellowstone.

By Tori Peglar
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OUR RODEO 
Is open to all. So is 

our E.R.

2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MAY 8-9 Best of the Rockies Events presents  

the Cody Country Horse Sale - Irma Hotel, Cody
JUNE 17-21 Jake Clark’s Mule Days  

- Big Boulder Ranch, Ralston
JUNE 20-21 39th Annual Plains Indian Museum 

Powwow - Buffalo Bill Center of the West, Cody
JUNE 30 Cody/Yellowstone Xtreme Bulls  

- Stampede Park, Cody
JULY 1-4 101st Annual Cody Stampede

- Stampede Park, Cody
JULY 2-4 Wild West Arts Fest - City Park, Cody 
JULY 4 39th Annual Runner’s Stampede

- Paul Stock Aquatic & Recreation Center, Cody
JULY 9-12 Winchester Arms Collectors 

Association  Annual Show
- Riley Arena, Cody

JULY 18 National Day of  
the American Cowboy  
- Oasis Motel, Meeteetse

JULY 18 Yellowstone Beer Fest  
- Park County Complex, Cody

JULY 21-25 Park County Fair
- Park County Fairgrounds, Powell 

JULY 30-AUGUST 1
Heart Mountain Pilgrimage  
- Heart Mountain Interpretive 
Center, Powell

AUGUST 1 Cody Air Fair  
- Yellowstone Regional 
Airport, Cody

AUGUST 15 Plaza Diane  
Renaissance Fair - Plaza Diane, Powell

AUGUST 15 Wings ‘N Wheels  
- Powell Airport, Powell 

AUGUST 15 Great Dam Day
- Buffalo Bill Dam & Visitor Center, Cody 

AUGUST 21-22 Cody Country Car Show - Cody
AUGUST 21-23 Cody Wild West River Fest - Cody
SEPTEMBER 4-5 Trapper Stampede Rodeo

- Stampede Park, Cody
SEPTEMBER 5-7 Annual Labor Day  

Celebration - Meeteetse
SEPTEMBER 11-12 Homesteader Days  

Festival - Homesteader Museum, Downtown, Powell 
SEPTEMBER 14-19 Rendezvous Royale - Cody
SEPTEMBER 18-19 39th Annual  

Buffalo Bill Art Show & Quick Draw Sales  
- Buffalo Bill Center of the West, Cody

CODY SUMMER EVENTS
MID-MAY – SEPTEMBER 

Dan Miller’s Cowboy Music Revue 
8pm, Monday–Saturday • Buffalo Bill’s Music Hall

JUNE – AUGUST 
Cody Nite Rodeo • 8pm Nightly, Stampede Park

JUNE – SEPTEMBER
Wild Bunch Gunfighters Show

6pm, Mon–Sat • Irma Hotel
MAY 29 – SEPTEMBER 18

Triple C Cowboys Band 
Dinner 5:30pm • Show 6:30pm Nightly

Cody Cattle Company
JULY & AUGUST 

Free Concerts in the City Park  
6:30pm, Thursdays

ENJOY THE CODY NITE RODEO NIGHTLY JUNE–AUGUST 

Plan your trip today at CodyYellowstone.org or call 1-800-393-CODY
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